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Introduced by M of A DI NOWNTZ, MARKEY, H KIND, SIMITAS, COOK, COLTON,
TI TONE, ENGLEBRI GHT, MOYA, ROBERTS, GUNTHER, PAULIN, HOOPER, TITUS
CLARK, MAYER, WALKER, RODRI GUEZ, GOTTFRIED -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M
of A ABBATE, ARROYO, BARCLAY, CURRAN, FAHY, GRAF, KAM NSKY, LOPEZ,

MALLI OTAKI S, McDONOUGH, ORTI Z, RA, RAIA, SALADINO TEDI SCO -- read
once and referred to the Committee on Education -- conmttee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and recommtted

to said conm ttee

AN ACT to anend the -education law, in relation to enacting "Erin
Merryn's | aw'

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
"Erin Merryn's |aw'

S 2. Legislative findings and intent. The |Ilegislature finds and
decl ares that child sexual abuse, estinated to affect up to one in four
girls and up to one in six boys, poses a grave threat to the health and
safety of young people, and its danmaging effects can last a lifetine.

The legislature also finds and declares that <child sexual exploita-
tion, including the use of children in pornography and prostitution, and
child abduction pose a simlar threat to the health and safety of young
people, and put child victins at grave risk of death or severe bodily
har m

The legislature also finds and declares that the incidence of child
sexual abuse, child sexual exploitation and child abduction can be
reduced by raising awareness anong young children of common dangers and
war ni ng signs, enmpowering children to better protect thenselves from
sexual predators, and teaching children how to obtain any necessary
assi stance or services.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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It is hereby declared to be the public policy and in the public inter-
est of this state to establish a conprehensive program to provide an
age- appropriate course of instruction in the prevention of child abduc-
tion, child sexual exploitation and child sexual abuse.

S 3. Section 305 of the education |awis amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 53 to read as foll ows:

53. A. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE REGENTS
RELATING TO | NSTRUCTI ON TO PREVENT CHI LD SEXUAL EXPLO TATI ON AND CHI LD
ABUSE | N GRADES KI NDERGARTEN THROUGH EI GHT.

B. PRIOR TO MAKI NG THE RECOMVENDATI ONS TO THE REGENTS, THE COWM SSI ON-
ER SHALL:

(1) SEEK THE RECOWMMENDATIONS OF TEACHERS, SCHOOL ADM NI STRATORS,
TEACHER EDUCATORS AND OTHERS W TH EDUCATI ONAL EXPERTI SE | N THE PROPCSED
CURRI CULUM

(1) SEEK COMMENT FROM PARENTS, STUDENTS AND OTHER | NTERESTED PARTI ES;

(1'1'1) CONSIDER THE AMOUNT OF | NSTRUCTI ONAL TI ME SUCH CURRI CULUM W LL
REQU RE AND WHETHER SUCH TI ME WOULD DETRACT FROM OTHER MANDATED COURSES
OF STUDY;

(1'V) CONSIDER THE FI SCAL | MPACT, IF ANY, ON THE STATE AND SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS; AND

(V) CONSI DER ANY ADDI TI ONAL FACTORS THE COWM SSI ONER DEEMS RELEVANT.

C. NO LATER THAN ONE HUNDRED El GHTY DAYS AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF
THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL PROVI DE A RECOMMVENDATI ON TO THE
REGENTS TO ElI THER ADOPT AND PROMULGATE APPROPRI ATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS
| MPLEMENTI NG SUCH CURRI CULUM OR REJECT THE | MPLEMENTATION OF SUCH
CURRI CULUM  UPON RECEIVING A RECOMMENDATION FROM THE COW SSI ONER,
PURSUANT TO THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON, THE REGENTS SHALL VOTE TO ElI THER ACCEPT OR
REJECT THE COWM SSI ONER' S RECOMVENDATI ON NO LATER THAN SI XTY DAYS AFTER
RECEI VI NG SUCH RECOMVENDATI ON.

D. IF THE REGENTS ADOPT SUCH CURRI CULUM THE CURRI CULUM REQUI REMENT
SHALL TAKE EFFECT NO LATER THAN THE NEXT SCHOOL YEAR AFTER SUCH CURRI C-
ULUM HAS BEEN ADOPTED.

E. IF THE REGENTS REJECT SUCH CURRI CULUM THE COW SSI ONER SHALL
PROVI DE A REPORT AS TO THE DETERM NATI ON OF THE REGENTS TO THE GOVERNOR,
THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND
THE CHAIRS OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY COVMM TTEES ON EDUCATI ON PROVI DI NG
THE REASONS FOR SUCH REJECTI ON NOT LATER THAN THI RTY DAYS AFTER THE
REGENTS REJECT SUCH CURRI CULUM

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



