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STATE OF NEW YORK

8440
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
Cct ober 9, 2015

Introduced by M of A ORTIZ, GOITFRIED, COLTON, HOOPER -- read once and
referred to the Conmttee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to authorizing nurse
practitioners to admt a patient to an inpatient nental health unit on
a voluntary basis

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 9.01 of the nmental hygiene |law is anended by addi ng
a new ni nth undesi gnated paragraph to read as foll ows:

" QUALI FI ED NURSE PRACTI TI ONER' MEANS AN | NDI VI DUAL LI CENSED PURSUANT
TO ARTI CLE ONE HUNDRED THI RTY- NI NE OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW AND CERTI FI ED AS
A NURSE PRACTI TI ONER PURSUANT TO SECTI ON SI XTY- Nl NE HUNDRED TWO OF THE
EDUCATI ON LAW W TH A CERTI FI CATE I N THE SPECI ALTY OF PSYCHI ATRY

S 2. Subdivision (a) of section 9.13 of the nental hygiene Ilaw, as
anended by chapter 465 of the laws of 1992, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

(a) The director of any hospital nay receive as a voluntary patient
any suitable person in need of care and treatnent, who voluntarily nmakes
witten application therefor. TO THE EXTENT THAT SUCH WRI TTEN APPLI CA-
TI ON REQUI RES AN EXAM NATI ON OF THE PATI ENT AND CONFI RVATION THAT THE
PATIENT HAS A MENTAL | LLNESS FOR WHI CH CARE AND TREATMENT I N A MENTAL
HOSPI TAL | S APPROPRI ATE, SUCH EVALUATI ON AND CONFI RVATI ON SHALL BE MADE
BY EITHER A PHYSI Cl AN OR A QUALI FI ED NURSE PRACTI TIONER. | f the person
is under sixteen years of age, the person nay be received as a voluntary
patient only on the application of the parent, |egal guardian, or next-
of -kin of such person, or, subject to the ternms of any court order or
any instrunent executed pursuant to section three hundred eighty-four-a
of the social services |aw, a social services official or authorized
agency with care and custody of such person pursuant to the socia
services law, the director of the division for youth, acting in accord-
ance with section five hundred nine of the executive |law, or a person or

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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entity having custody of the person pursuant to an order issued pursuant
to section seven hundred fifty-six or one thousand fifty-five of the
famly court act. If the person is over sixteen and under ei ghteen years
of age, the director may, in his discretion, admt such person either as
a voluntary patient on his own application or on the application of the
person's parent, |egal guardian, next-of-kin, or, subject to the terns
of any court order or any instrunment executed pursuant to section three
hundred eighty-four-a of the social services law, a social services
official or authorized agency wth care and custody of such person
pursuant to the social services law, the director of the division for
yout h, acting in accordance with section five hundred nine of the execu-
tive law, provided that such person know ngly and voluntarily consented
to such application in accordance with such section, or a person or
entity having custody of the person pursuant to an order issued pursuant
to section seven hundred fifty-six or one thousand fifty-five of the
famly court act.

S 3. Section 9.15 of the nental hygiene |aw, as renunbered by chapter
978 of the laws of 1977, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 9.15 Informal adm ssions.

The director of any hospital approved by the comm ssioner for such
pur pose may receive therein as an infornmal patient any suitable person
in need of care and treatnent requesting adni ssion thereto. Such person
may be adnmitted as a patient without making formal or witten applica-
tion therefor and any such patient shall be free to | eave such hospital
at any tinme after such admission. TO THE EXTENT THAT SUCH ADM SSION
REQUI RES AN EXAM NATI ON OF THE PATI ENT AND CONFI RVMATI ON THAT THE PATI ENT
HAS A MENTAL | LLNESS FOR WHI CH CARE AND TREATMENT I N A MENTAL HOSPI TAL
| S APPROPRI ATE, SUCH EVALUATI ON AND CONFI RVATI ON SHALL BE MADE BY ElI THER
A PHYSI Cl AN OR A QUALI FI ED NURSE PRACTI TI ONER

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



