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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
Cct ober 9, 2015

Introduced by M of A ORTIZ, GUNTHER, COLTON, WEPRI N, HOOPER, COX - -
read once and referred to the Conmttee on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to anend the executive law and the nental hygiene law, in
relation to enacting the "behavioral health services for veterans act"”

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "behavioral
heal th services for veterans act".

S 2. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 368-a to
read as foll ows:

S 368-A. BEHAVI ORAL HEALTH SERVI CES FOR VETERANS ADVI SORY BOARD. 1.
THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED WTHIN THE DI VISION, A BEHAVI ORAL HEALTH
SERVI CES FOR VETERANS ADVI SORY BOARD. SUCH BOARD SHALL CONSI ST OF NI NE
MEMBERS, THREE OF WHOM SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, TWO OF WHOM
SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, TWO OF WWHOM
SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, ONE OF WHOM SHALL BE
APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE AND ONE OF WHOM SHALL BE
APPO NTED BY THE MNORITY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY. SUCH MEMBERS SHALL
SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF THE APPO NTING AUTHORITY. VACANCIES ON THE
BOARD SHALL BE FILLED IN THE MANNER OF THE ORI G NAL APPO NTMENT. MEMBERS
OF THE BOARD SHALL RECElI VE NO COVPENSATI ON FOR THEI R SERVI CES BUT SHALL
BE REI MBURSED FOR ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES | NCURRED | N THE PERFORM
ANCE OF THEI R DUTI ES.

2. THE BEHAVI ORAL HEALTH SERVI CES FOR VETERANS ADVI SORY BOARD SHALL
STUDY AND ANALYZE BOTH THE ADEQUACY OF EXI STI NG AND THE NEED FOR NEW
BEHAVI ORAL HEALTH SERVI CES FOR VETERANS. | N PROVI DI NG SUCH ANALYSI S, THE
BOARD SHALL WORK | N COOPERATION WTH THE DIVISION, THE OFFICE OF ALCO
HOLI SM AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES AND THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL
HYG ENE. THE BOARD SHALL REPORT THE FI NDI NGS OF SUCH STUDY TO THE GOVER-
NOR AND THE LEG SLATURE ALONG W TH RECOMMENDATI ONS | T DEEMS NECESSARY

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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FOR EXPANDED AND | MPROVED BEHAVI ORAL HEALTH SERVI CES ON OR BEFORE OCTO
BER FI RST, TWDO THOUSAND S| XTEEN.

S 3. The nmental hygiene |law is anended by addi ng a new section 19. 44
to read as foll ows:

S 19. 44 BEHAVI ORAL HEALTH SERVI CES FOR VETERANS.

(A) THE OFFI CE, | N COOPERATI ON W TH THE DEPARTMENT AND THE DI VI SI ON OF
VETERANS' AFFAI RS, SHALL ESTABLI SH W THI N EVERY COUNTY W THI N THE STATE,
ACCESS TO BEHAVI ORAL HEALTH SERVI CES FOR VETERANS. | N ESTABLI SH NG SUCH
ACCESS, THE OFFICE SHALL PROVI DE TREATMENT ON AN | NPATI ENT, OUTPATI ENT
AND RESI DENTI AL BASI S, THAT SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO,  PHAR-
MACOTHERAPY FOR ALCOHOL DEPENDENCE, OPlI O D DEPENDENCE AND OTHER CHEM CAL
DEPENDENCE AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE DI SORDERS.

(B) STAFF PROVIDING BEHAVI ORAL HEALTH SERVICES TO VETERANS SHALL
RECEI VE TRAI NI NG I N THE SPECI FI C NEEDS OF VETERANS W TH RESPECT TO CHEM
| CAL DEPENDENCI ES AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE DI SORDERS AND SHALL BE EXPANDED
VHEN NEEDED TO ADEQUATELY PROVI DE SUCH SERVI CES.

(© IN ADDITION TO THE SERVI CES SET FORTH IN SUBDIVISION (A) OF TH' S
SECTI ON, THE OFFI CE SHALL PROVI DE THE FOLLOW NG SERVI CES:

1. COORDI NATI ON OF SERVI CES BY AN | NDI VI DUAL CARE COORDI NATOR FOR EACH
VETERAN WHO SEEKS SERVI CES;

2. SCREENI NG AND ASSESSMENT FOR POST TRAUMATI C STRESS DI SORDER, TRAU-
MATI C BRAI N | NJURY, DEPRESSI ON AND POTENTI AL FOR SUI Cl DE;

3. AGENCY NETWORKING TO PROVIDE VETERANS W TH CONSI STENT TREATMENT
THROUGHOUT THE STATE AND THE VETERANS ADM NI STRATI ON;

4. TRANSPORTATI ON TO AND FROM THE SERVI CES PROVI DED BY THI S SECTI ON;

5. EVALUATI ON OF CLI NI CAL PRACTI CES SPECI FI C TO VETERANS; AND

6. COORDI NATI ON OF PATI ENT CARE SERVI CES.

(D) THE OFFI CE | S HEREBY AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED TO PROMULGATE RULES
AND REGULATI ONS NECESSARY FOR THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THI S SECTI ON.

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately; provided that section two
of this act shall take effect April 1, 2016; and provided further that
effective immedi ately, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule
or regul ation necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effec-
tive date is authorized to be nade and conpleted on or before such date.



