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STATE OF NEW YORK

8368
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
August 24, 2015

Introduced by M of A QUART -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to anend the civil rights law and the public officers law, in
relation to excluding video canera recordings fromcanmeras worn or
used by police from being included as personnel records

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 50-a of the civil rights law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 5 to read as fol |l ows:

5. A THE PROVISIONS OF TH' S SECTI ON SHALL NOT APPLY TO RECORDI NGS
MADE OF POLICE  OFFI CERS, FI REFI GHTERS, FI REFI GHTER/ PARAMEDI CS,
CORRECTI ON OFFI CERS OR PEACE OFFI CERS I N THE COURSE OF DUTY, | NCLUDI NG
RECORDI NGS MADE BY BODY CAMERAS WORN BY AN OFFI CER, DASHBOARD CAMERAS
PLACED ON ANY PART OF AN OFFICER S MOTOR VEHI CLE, TRUCK, BICYCLE OR
OTHER VEH CLE, CAMERAS MOUNTED ON A TASER OR OTHER WEAPQON, OR ANY OTHER
GOVERNVENT- OPERATED RECORDI NG DEVICE, OR THE METADATA FROM THGOSE
RECORDI NGS.

B. ANY RECORDI NG AS SPECI FI ED | N PARAGRAPH A OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON AND
RELEASED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON El GHTY- SEVEN OF THE PUBLI C OFFI CERS LAW
SHALL HAVE ALL | DENTI FYI NG DETAI LS OF ALL PERSONS I N THE VI DEO REDACTED,
| NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, FACIAL FEATURES AND VO CES AND OTHER
PERSONAL | NFORMATI ON AS DEFI NED I N SUBDI VI SI ON SEVEN OF SECTI ON NI NETY-
TWO OF THE PUBLI C OFFI CERS LAW

C. NOTHING IN THI' S SECTI ON SHALL MODI FY THE RIGHTS OF LITIGANTS IN A
ClVIL OR CRIM NAL ACTI ON TO ACCESS RECORDI NGS OR METADATA.

D. NOTHING IN TH' S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO DI SALLOW RECORDI NGS
OR METADATA FROM BEI NG USED FOR DI SCI PLI NARY, HI RI NG OR OTHER PERSONNEL
DECI SI ONS.

E. ANYONE WHO REQUESTS A RECORDI NG OR METADATA, AS SPECI FI ED | N PARA-
GRAPH A OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON AND RELEASED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON ElI GHTY- SEV-
EN OF THE PUBLI C OFFI CERS LAW MAY ALSO REQUEST ANY OR ALL PUBLI C SAFETY

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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AGENCY RECORDS, AS DEFI NED I N SUBDI VI SI ON ElI GHT OF SECTI ON NI NETY- TWO OF
THE PUBLI C OFFI CERS LAW NECESSARY TO |IDENTIFY ANY OFFICER IN THE
RECORDI NG OR METADATA.

S 2. The opening paragraph of section 1-a of the civil rights lawis
desi gnat ed subdivision 1 and a new subdivision 2 is added to read as
fol | ows:

2. THE TERM "RECORDING', AS USED IN TH' S CHAPTER, SHALL MEAN AN
ORI G NAL PHOTOGRAPHI C RECORD, DI SC, TAPE, AUDI O OR VI DEO CASSETTE, W RE
FILM HARD DRI VE, FLASH DRI VE, MEMORY CARD OR OTHER DATA STORAGE DEVI CE
OR ANY OTHER MEDIUM ON WH CH SUCH SOUNDS, | MAGES, OR BOTH SOUNDS AND
| MAGES ARE OR CAN BE RECORDED OR OTHERW SE STORED, OR A COPY OR REPROD-
UCTI ON THAT DUPLI CATES I N WHOLE OR I N PART THE ORI A NAL

S 3. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 2 of section 89 of the public offi-
cers |law, as anended by section 11 of part U of chapter 61 of the |aws
of 2011, is anended to read as foll ows:

(c) Unless otherwi se provided by this article, disclosure shall not be
construed to constitute an wunwarranted invasion of personal privacy
pursuant to paragraphs (a) and (b) of this subdivision:

i. when identifying details are del eted OR REDACTED

ii. when the person to whoma record pertains consents in witing to
di scl osure;

iii. when upon presenting reasonable proof of identity, a person seeks
access to records pertaining to himor her; or

iv. when a record or group of records relates to the right, title or
interest in real property, or relates to the inventory, status or char-
acteristics of real property, in which case disclosure and providing
copi es of such record or group of records shall not be deened an unwar-
ranted invasion of personal privacy, provided that nothing herein shal
be construed to authorize the disclosure of electronic contact informa-
tion, such as an e-mail address or a social network username, that has
been coll ected froma taxpayer under section one hundred four of the
real property tax |aw

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



