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STATE OF NEW YORK

8353
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
August 5, 2015

Introduced by M of A FITZPATRICK -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Labor

AN ACT to anend the labor law, in relation to negotiations between a
governi ng board and a | abor organi zation

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 710 of the labor |aw, as anended by section 7 of
part O of chapter 56 of the |aws of 2010, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 710. Public records and proceedi ngs. 1. ALL NEGOTI ATI ONS BETWEEN A
GOVERNI NG BOARD AND A LABOR ORGANI ZATI ON SHALL BE IN OPEN SESSI ON AND
SHALL BE AVAILABLE FOR THE PUBLIC TO ATTEND. THI S REQUI REMENT SHALL
APPLY TO NEGOTI ATI ONS BETWEEN A GOVERNI NG BOARD S DESI GNATED REPRESEN-
TATI VES AND REPRESENTATI VES OF A LABOR ORGANI ZATI ON. THI' S REQUI REMENT
SHALL ALSO APPLY TO MEETI NGS WHERE LABOR NEGOTI ATI ON ARBI TRATORS, MEDI A-
TORS OR SIMLAR LABOR DISPUTE MEETING FACI LI TATORS ARE  PRESENT.
PROVI DED, HOWAEVER, THAT A GOVERNI NG BOARD OR | TS DESI GNATED REPRESEN-
TATI VES MAY HOLD AN EXECUTI VE SESSI ON FOR THE PURPOSES OF: (A) CONSI DER-
| NG A LABOR CONTRACT OFFER OR TO FORMULATE A COUNTEROFFER, OR (B)
RECEI VI NG | NFORMATI ON  ABOUT A SPECI FI C EMPLOYEE, WHEN THE | NFORVATI ON
HAS A DI RECT BEARI NG ON THE | SSUES BEI NG NEGOTI ATED AND A REASONABLE
PERSON WOULD CONCLUDE THAT THE RELEASE OF SUCH | NFORMATI ON WOULD VI OLATE
THAT EMPLOYEE' S RI GHT TO PRI VACY.

2. ALL DOCUMENTATI ON EXCHANGED BETWEEN THE PARTI ES DURI NG NEGOTI -
ATI ONS, | NCLUDI NG ALL OFFERS, COUNTEROFFERS AND MEETI NG M NUTES SHALL BE
SUBJECT TO PUBLI C WRI TI NGS DI SCLOSURE LAWS.

3. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY PROVI SI ON OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY, THE GOVERNI NG
BODY SHALL POST NOTI CE OF ALL NEGOTI ATION SESSI ONS AT LEAST FOURTEEN
CALENDAR DAYS PRIOR TO THE BEQ NNING OF SUCH SESSI ONS. THE M NI MUM
ACCEPTABLE NOTI FI CATION WLL BE ON THE FRONT PAGE OF THE GOVERN NG
BODY' S WEBPAGE. THE GOVERNI NG BODY SHALL ALSO POST NOTI CE W THI N TVEEN-
TY- FOUR HOURS AT | TS REGULAR MEETI NG PHYSI CAL POSTI NG LOCATI ONS.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD11705- 01-5



[EnN

QOWOO~NOUITRWNE

A. 8353 2

4. THE GOVERNI NG BOARD SHALL PROVIDE A FINANCIAL ANALYSIS OF EACH
PROPCSED CONTRACT WHICH SHALL DETAIL THE ANNUAL COST OF THE PROPOSED
CONTRACT AS WELL AS THE OVERALL COST OF THE CONTRACT.

5. Subject to rules and regulations to be nade by the board consi st ent
with article six of the public officers |aw, the conplaints, orders and
testinmony relating to a proceeding instituted by the board under section
seven hundred six of this article nay be nmade public records and be made
avai |l abl e for inspection or copying. Al proceedi ngs pursuant to section
seven hundred six of this article shall be open to the public.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



