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STATE OF NEW YORK

833--A
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 7, 2015

I ntroduced by M of A GUNTHER, MOSLEY, MDONALD, SKOUFIS -- Milti- Spon-
sored by -- M of A COLTON, COOK, DUPREY, PERRY, RIVERA -- read once
and referred to the Comittee on Ways and Means -- comittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the tax law, in relation to establishing a gift for

elimnating the stigma relating to nmental illness on personal incone
tax returns; to anend the state finance law, in relation to establish-
ing a mental illness anti-stigma fund; and to anend the nental hygiene

law, in relation to directing the office of nental health to provide
grants to organizations dedicated to elimnating the stigm attached
to mental illness and persons with nental health needs

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The tax Ilaw is anended by adding a new section 629-a to
read as foll ows:

S 629-A. G FT FOR ELI M NATI NG THE STI GVA RELATI NG TO MENTAL | LLNESS.
EFFECTIVE FOR ANY TAX YEAR COMMENCI NG ON OR AFTER JANUARY FI RST, TWD
THOUSAND FI FTEEN, AN |IND VIDUAL IN ANY TAXABLE YEAR MAY ELECT TO
CONTRIBUTE TO THE MENTAL |LLNESS ANTI-STI GVA FUND. SUCH CONTRI BUTI ON
SHALL BE I N ANY WHOLE DOLLAR AMOUNT AND SHALL NOT REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF
STATE TAX OWED BY SUCH | NDI VI DUAL. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL | NCLUDE SPACE
ON THE PERSONAL | NCOVE TAX RETURN TO ENABLE A TAXPAYER TO MAKE SUCH
CONTRI BUTI ON.  NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW ALL REVENUE
COLLECTED PURSUANT TO THI'S SECTION SHALL BE CREDITED TO THE MENTAL
| LLNESS ANTI - STI GVA FUND AND USED ONLY FOR THOSE PURPOSES ENUMERATED | N
SECTI ON NI NETY- FI VE-H OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW

S 2. The state finance |law is anended by addi ng a new section 95-h to
read as foll ows:

S 95-H  MENTAL |LLNESS ANTI-STIGVA FUND. 1. THERE | S HEREBY ESTAB-
LI SHED IN THE JO NT CUSTODY OF THE COVMM SSI ONER OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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AND THE STATE COWTROLLER, A SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOAWN AS THE " MENTAL
| LLNESS ANTI - STI GVA FUND".

2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSI ST OF ALL REVENUES RECEI VED PURSUANT TO THE
PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON SI X HUNDRED TWENTY-NI NE-A OF THE TAX LAW ALL
REVENUES RECElI VED PURSUANT TO APPROPRI ATI ONS BY THE LEQ SLATURE, AND ALL
MONEYS APPROPRI ATED, CREDI TED OR TRANSFERRED THERETO FROM ANY OTHER FUND
OR SOURCE PURSUANT TO LAW NO MONEYS CREDI TED TO SUCH FUND PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON SI X HUNDRED TWENTY- NI NE-A OF THE TAX LAW SHALL BE DEEMED TO
AUTHORI ZE THE REDUCTI ON OF THE AMOUNT OF MONI ES OTHERW SE APPROPRI ATED
BY THE STATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELIM NATING THE STIGVA ATTACHED TO
MENTAL | LLNESS.

3. THE MONIES OF THE FUND SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE OFFI CE OF
MENTAL HEALTH FOR THE PURPCSE OF PROVI DI NG GRANTS TO ORGANI ZATI ONS DEDI -
CATED TO ELI M NATI NG THE STI GVA ATTACHED TO MENTAL | LLNESS AND PERSONS
W TH MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS PURSUANT TO SECTION 7.47 OF THE MENTAL HYd ENE
LAW

4. THE MONI ES OF THE FUND SHALL BE PAID OQUT ON THE AUDIT AND WARRANT
O THE STATE COWTROLLER ON VOUCHERS CERTIFIED OR APPROVED BY THE
COW SSI ONER OF MENTAL HEALTH, OR BY AN OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE OF THE
OFFI CE OF MENTAL HEALTH DESI GNATED BY SUCH COWM SSI ONER.

S 3. The nmental hygiene |law is anended by adding a new section 7.47 to
read as foll ows:

S 7.47 MENTAL | LLNESS ANTI - STI GVA GRANTS.

(A) THE OFFICE SHALL DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT A PROGRAM VWHI CH PROVI DES
GRANTS TO ORGANI ZATI ONS ENGAGED I N ACTIVITIES WHI CH ELI M NATE THE STI GVA
ATTACHED TO MENTAL | LLNESS AND THOSE W TH MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS.

(B) ON OR BEFORE THE FI RST DAY OF FEBRUARY EACH YEAR, THE COWPTROLLER
SHALL CERTIFY TO THE GOVERNOR, TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, SPEAK-
ER OF THE ASSEMBLY, CHAI R OF THE SENATE FI NANCE COWM TTEE AND CHAI R OF
THE ASSEMBLY WAYS AND MEANS COWM TTEE, THE AMOUNT OF MONEY DEPCSI TED | N
THE MENTAL | LLNESS ANTI - STI GVA FUND DURI NG THE PRECEDI NG CALENDAR YEAR
AS THE RESULT OF REVENUE DERI VED PURSUANT TO SECTION SI X HUNDRED TWEN-
TY-NI NE- A OF THE TAX LAW

(©) ON OR BEFORE THE FI RST DAY OF FEBRUARY EACH YEAR, THE COWM SSI ONER
O MENTAL HEALTH SHALL PROVI DE A WRI TTEN REPORT TO THE TEMPORARY PRESI -
DENT OF THE SENATE, SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, CHAIR OF THE SENATE FI NANCE
COW TTEE, CHAIR OF THE ASSEMBLY WAYS AND MEANS COW TTEE, CHAIR OF THE
SENATE COVM TTEE ON MENTAL HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI TIES, AND
CHAIR OF THE ASSEMBLY MENTAL HEALTH COWM TTEE. SUCH REPORT SHALL
| NCLUDE HOW THE MONIES OF THE FUND WERE UTI LI ZED DURI NG THE PRECEDI NG
CALENDAR YEAR AND SHALL | NCLUDE:

(1) THE AMOUNT OF MONEY DI SPERSED FROM THE FUND;

(2) RECIPI ENTS OF AWARDS FROM THE FUND;

(3) THE AMOUNT AWARDED TO EACH, AND

(4) THE PURPOSES FOR WWHI CH SUCH AWARDS WERE GRANTED.
S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



