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STATE OF NEW YORK

831
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 7, 2015

Introduced by M of A CAH LL -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Educati on

AN ACT to provide for the paynent of the debts and obligations of the
West Park union free school district inthe town of Esopus in the
county of U ster; to amend chapter 566 of the |aws of 1967 relating to
providing for the apportionnment of funds to certain special schoo
districts, inrelation to elimnating references to the Wst Park
union free school district; and to repeal chapter 744 of the | aws of
1973 relating to establishing and constituting as a separate union
free school district <certain territory in the town of Esopus in the
county of U ster, in relation thereto

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Chapter 744 of the laws of 1973 relating to establishing
and constituting as a separate union free school district certain terri-
tory in the town of Esopus in the county of U ster is REPEALED

S 2. Section 1 of chapter 566 of the |laws of 1967, relating to provid-
ing for the apportionnment of funds to certain special school districts,
as anended by section 6 of chapter 446 of the |laws of 2014, is anmended
to read as foll ows:

Section 1. Notw thstanding the provisions of section 3602 and 3602-b
of the education Ilaw, and in lieu of any apportionnments to which such
school districts mght otherwise be entitled under such sections or
under any other provisions of I|aw, the comm ssioner of education is
her eby aut horized to include the followi ng school districts in the annu-
al apportionnent of public nobneys and such apportionnment shall be
conmputed in accordance wth the provisions of sections two, three and
four of this act: union free school district nunmber twenty-seven of the
town of Dryden, Tonpkins county; union free school district nunber eight
of the town of Canaan, Colunbia county; union free school districts
nunbers ten, eleven and twelve of the town of G eenburgh, Wstchester
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county; wunion free school districts nunbers three and four of the town
of Mount Pl easant, Westchester county; union free school district nunber
six, Blythedale, town of Munt Pleasant, Wstchester county; and
Randol ph Children's Hone wunion free school district of the town of
Randol ph, Cattaraugus county; [Wst Park wunion free school district
nunber two, town of Esopus, Uster county;] comon school district
nunber seven of the town of Oyster Bay, Nassau county; the Hopevale
uni on free school district, town of Hanburg, Erie county; and union free
school district nunber three, town of Riverhead, Suffolk county.

S 3. Section 1 of chapter 566 of the |laws of 1967, relating to provid-
ing for the apportionnent of funds to certain special school districts,
as anmended by section 7 of chapter 446 of the laws of 2014, is anended
to read as foll ows:

Section 1. Notwi thstanding the provisions of section 3602 and 3602-b
of the education law, and in Iieu of any apportionnments to which such
school districts mght otherwise be entitled under such sections or
under any other provisions of law, the comr ssioner of education is
her eby aut horized to include the follow ng school districts in the annu-
al apportionnment of public noneys and such apportionnment shall be
conmputed in accordance with the provisions of sections two, three and
four of this act: union free school district nunber twenty-seven of the
town of Dryden, Tonpkins county; union free school district nunber eight
of the town of Canaan, Colunbia county; wunion free school districts
nunbers ten, eleven and twelve of the town of G eenburgh, Wstchester
county; union free school districts nunbers three and four of the town
of Mount Pl easant, Westchester county; union free school district nunber
six, Blythedale, town of Munt Pleasant, Wstchester county; and
Randol ph Children's Hone union free school district of the town of
Randol ph, Cattaraugus county; [Wst Park union free school district
nunber two, town of Esopus, Uster county;] comobn school district
nunber seven of the town of Oyster Bay, Nassau county; and union free
school district nunmber three, town of Riverhead, Suffolk county.

S 4. Any funds remaining in the possession of the West Park union free
school district nunber two, after all of its debts and obligations have
been paid, shall be paid over to each social services district and
school district having resident children served by the West Park union
free school district nunber two in the 2010-2011 school year in the sane
proportion as the nunber of students placed by each such social services
district or school district and served by the Wst Park union free
school district nunber two in the 2010-2011 school year bears to the
total nunber of students served by the Wst Park union free schoo
di strict nunmber two in the 2010-2011 school year. Though the Wst Park
union free school district nunber two be dissolved, section 1518 of the
education | aw shall be deenmed to apply, and it shall continue to exist
in law for the purpose of providing for and paying all its just debts;
provi ded that the board of cooperative educational services of the sole
supervisory district of the county of Uster (U ster BOCES) shall be
authorized to act on behalf of the school district pursuant to section
four of this act.

S b. Not wi t hstandi ng any other provision of lawto the contrary,
during any period in which there is no duly constituted board of educa-
tion of the Wst Park wunion free school district nunber two, U ster
BOCES shal |l be authorized to take any actions on behalf of the schoo
district that are reasonably necessary to conplete the closedown and
di ssolution of the district that the board of education would have,
including but not Ilimted to, the power to enter contracts, pay
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out st andi ng debts for reinbursable costs incurred for closedowmm of the
school district wunder this section, provided however that the U ster
BOCES shal |l not pay for outstanding debts using its own funds and shal

not be |iable for any outstanding debt incurred by the West Park union
free school district nunber two, town of Esopus, Uster county, sel

school district property if any, with approval of the comm ssioner, and
to bill for and receive any reinbursenent due and owing for tuition
pursuant to article 81 of the education |law or any other provision of
| aw for services rendered to students on or before the school district
ceased operation on February 28, 2011 and rei nbursenent for cl osedown
costs determ ned pursuant to this section. The U ster BOCES shall review
the business records of the school district, including any clains,
i nvoices and bills submtted to the school district during any period in
which there was no duly constituted board of education and shall audit
any expenses or clains, based on invoices, bills or other docunentation,
that were not included in an audited financial statement or financia

reports submtted to the departnent by the school district, to determ ne
if such expenses or clains are duplicative of clains previously submt-
ted for reinbursenent and, if not, whether they are supported by
docunmentation that would substantiate a claim that the expense was
incurred by the school district or is otherwi se an outstanding debt of
the school district. Such audit nmay be conducted by the clainms auditor
of the BOCES or, with the approval of the comm ssioner, by an independ-
ent auditor retained by the BOCES. The BOCES shall report to the depart-
ment any audited clainms that were not included in an audited financia

statenment or financial report, together with the docunmentation support-
ing such clains. Reinbursenment for costs incurred for closedown of the
school district, shall include only: (i) any allowable costs approved by
t he commi ssioner that were included in the audited financial statenent
and financial reports submitted by the school district in conformty
with the financial reporting requirenents; (ii) additional allowable
costs, incurred in the 2010-2011 school year or subsequently during the
cl osedown period, that are approved by the conmm ssioner in accordance
with the reinbursable cost nmanual in effect for the 2010-2011 school
year and relate to clains that were audited by the U ster BOCES pursuant
to this section and are based on supporting docunentation that would
substantiate a claim that the expense was incurred by the schoo

di strict and not duplicative of clains previously reinbursed; and (iii)
the actual docunented cost to the Uster BOCES of carrying out its
duti es under the provisions of this section to close down the schoo

district, as approved by the conm ssioner based on docunentation that
such costs were necessary to carry out such duties, shall be included in
a cl osedown rate payable by each school district or social services
district responsible for tuition for students attendi ng the special act
school district in the 2010-2011 school year. Notw t hstandi ng any ot her
provision of law, rule or regulation to the contrary, such cl osedown
rate may be payable in three installnents which shall be as equal as
practicable, over three consecutive years after the closedown rate is
establ i shed; provided that any reinbursenent costs due to U ster BOCES
for carrying out its admnistrative duties under this act nmay be paid in
the first installnment. In such capacity, such board of cooperative
educational services and its officers and enpl oyees shall be entitled to
def ense and i ndemmification by the state pursuant to section 18 of the
public officers |aw Servi ces provided by the U ster BOCES under this
act shall not result in any additional costs being inposed on conponent
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school districts, except those costs inposed on a conponent schoo
di strict pursuant to a closedown rate cal cul ated under this section.

S 6. The records of the West Park union free school district nunber
two, shall be forwarded to the district superintendent of schools of the
U ster BOCES for preservation. Notw thstanding any other provision of
law to the contrary, such records shall be deened to be records of the
U ster BOCES for purposes of the managenent and disposition of such
records and |local governnent records nanagenent grants pursuant to
section 57.35 of the arts and cultural affairs |aw.

S 7. The territory conprising the West Park union free school district
nunber two, town of Esopus, county of U ster, shall revert to and becone
a part of the Hi ghland Central school district in the county of U ster.

S 8. That certain Agency Lease dated August 12, 1998 between M ssion-
ary Sisters of the Sacred Heart, a New York not-for-profit corporation
and the West Park union free school district nunber two is hereby term -
nat ed.

S 9. This act shall take effect inmediately; provided that section
three of this act shall take effect on the sane date and in the sane
manner as section 5 of chapter 213 of the laws of 2011, as anended,
t akes effect.



