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AN ACT to amend the arts and cultural affairs law, in relation to
provi ding educational services aid to eligible nuseuns, historica
societies and other cultural institutions chartered by the board of
regents for the provision of curriculumbased educational prograns for
students and teachers in grades pre-kindergarten through twelve and
adults enrolled in continuing education programns

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Statenment of |egislative findings and intent. The | egisla-
ture finds and declares that the state of New York has the greatest
museuns, historical societies, zoos, botanical gardens, aquariuns and
cultural arts institutions in the United States, and that these organ-
i zations are major tourismand economc drivers with a wealth of ways to
engage children and adults and instill in thema lasting |ove of |earn-
i ng.

The legislature finds and decl ares that mnmuseuns, historical societies,
zoos, botanical gardens, aquariunms and cultural arts institutions

attract mllions of wvisitors each year and provide vitally inportant
instructional services to the schoolchildren of this state, and that
children, in grades pre-kindergarten through twelve and adults enrolled

i n continuing education progranms should have broad and equal access to
such servi ces.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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The legislature finds that over 1,500 nmuseuns, historical societies,
zoos, botanical gardens, aquariuns and cultural arts institutions in
this state now provide instruction to over six mllion children, and
that these institutions now receive no direct state support to initiate,
expand and enhance these educational services through access to nmuseum
col | ections, scholarship and virtual | earning.

The | egislature finds that nmuseuns, historical societies, zoos, botan-
i cal gardens, aquariunms and cultural arts institutions, in collaboration
with teachers and schools, nust design new and innovative nmuseum
prograns to address such pressing issues as science, anthropology,
history and arts literacy, and under-resourced schools.

It is the intent of the legislature that the state provide financial
assistance to nuseuns, zoos, botanical gardens, aquariuns and ot her
cultural institutions so that these najor tourist attractions can extend
their uniquely val uabl e educational resources to the children and life-
|l ong | earners of the state.

S 2. Short title. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the
"museum educati on act".

S 3. The arts and cultural affairs lawis anmended by adding a new
section 61.15 to read as foll ows:

S 61.15. EDUCATI ON GRANTS FOR MUSEUMS. 1. THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCA-
TI ON SHALL DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT, W TH CONSULTATION AND |NPUT FROM
REPRESENTATI VES FROM THE MJUSEUM AND CULTURAL | NSTI TUTI ON COWUNI TY, A
MUSEUM AND CULTURAL ORGANI ZATI ON EDUCATI ON GRANT PROGRAM AND SHALL
AWARD, WTH N THE AMOUNTS APPROPRI ATED FROM THE GENERAL FUND FOR SUCH
PURPCSE, COWPETI TI VE GRANTS | N ACCORDANCE WTH THIS SECTION FOR THE
PURPCSES OF ESTABLI SHI NG OR | MPROVI NG EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS | N MUSEUMS AND
CULTURAL ORGANI ZATI ONS DESI GNED TO | MPROVE STUDENT PERFORMANCE | N PUBLI C
AND NONPUBLI C ELEMENTARY, M DDLE AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS. SUCH GRANTS
SHALL BE EXPENDED TO SUPPORT THE PRODUCTI ON OF CURRI CULA, ACQUI SI TI ON OF
SPECI ALI ZED EDUCATI ONAL OR | NTERPRETI VE SKI LLS, ACQUI SI TI ON AND | MPLE-
MENTATI ON OF TECHNOLOGY, AND PREPARATI ON OF SPECI ALI ZED EXH BITION OR
PUBLI C PROGRAMS THAT ARE TAI LORED TO ELEMENTARY, M DDLE AND SECONDARY
SCHOOL STUDENTS; THE DEVELOPMENT AND DELI VERY OF CONTI NU NG EDUCATI ON
PROGRAMS, PROVI SION OF STUDENT TRANSPORTATI ON; AND OTHER PROGRAMS THAT
SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT AND DELI VERY OF CURRI CULUM BASED PROGRAMS I N
MUSEUMS W TH COLLECTI ONS.

2. AS USED IN TH S SECTION, "ELI G BLE I NSTI TUTI ON' SHALL MEAN:. (A) A
NONPROFI T | NSTI TUTI ON CHARTERED BY THE BOARD OF REGENTS, OR OTHERW SE
| NCORPORATED AS A MUSEUM HI STORI CAL SOCI ETY, NATURE CENTER, ZOO, BOTAN-
| C GARDEN, ARBORETUM AQUARI UM OR OTHER CULTURAL EDUCATI ON | NSTI TUTI ON,
OR A PRI VATELY OR MUNI Cl PALLY OPERATED | NSTI TUTI ON THAT MEETS THE APPLI -
CABLE REGQ STRATI ON STANDARDS ESTABLI SHED BY THE BOARD OF REGENTS FOR
MUSEUMS OR HI STORI CAL SOCI ETI ES W TH COLLECTI ONS; OR

(B) A PRIVATE NOT- FOR- PROFI T COMWUNI TY BASED ORGANI ZATI ON, | NCLUDI NG
AN | NCORPORATED | NSTI TUTI ON THE SOLE OR PRI MARY PURPCSE OF WHICH IS THE
SUPPORT OF MUSEUMS, HI STORIC SI TES OR HI STORI CAL SOCI ETI ES; EXCEPT THAT
| NSTI TUTI ONS OPERATED BY STATE OR FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCI ES SHALL NOT
BE CONSI DERED ELI G BLE UNDER THI S SECTI ON.

3. THE GOVERNI NG BODY OR OFFI CER OF AN ELI G BLE | NSTI TUTI ON REQUESTI NG
A GRANT PURSUANT TO THI'S SECTION SHALL SUBM T AN APPLI CATI ON AT SUCH
TIME, I N SUCH FORM AND CONTAI NI NG SUCH | NFORVATI ON, AS THE COWM SSI ONER
OF EDUCATI ON MAY REQUI RE. SUCH COWM SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH THE CRI TERI A
AND STANDARDS BY WHI CH APPLI CATI ONS FOR GRANTS TO BE AWARDED PURSUANT TO
THI'S SECTI ON W LL BE EVALUATED AND GRANTS MADE TO ELI G BLE | NSTI TUTI ONS.
THE COW SSIONER OF EDUCATION |'S AUTHORI ZED TO PROMULGATE REGULATI ONS
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FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND SUBM SSI ON OF APPLI CATIONS FOR COOPERATIVE OR
COLLABORATI VE GRANTS, PROVI DED THAT A SINGLE | NSTI TUTI ON SERVES AS THE
APPLI CANT FOR SUCH A GRANT AND FOR MULTI - YEAR GRANTS.

4. THE COW SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON SHALL AWARD GRANTS | N AN AMOUNT NOT
TO EXCEED THE ALLOWMBLE COSTS OF THE ELI G BLE | NSTI TUTI ON AS DETERM NED
BY SUCH COW SSIONER, PROVIDED THAT THE ALLOMBLE COSTS FOR MJUSEUM
EDUCATI ON GRANTS SHALL NOT EXCEED FI VE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS PER YEAR
FOR A MAXI MUM OF THREE YEARS. ALLOMBLE COSTS SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NEED
NOT BE LIMTED TO, THE REASONABLE COST OF SALARI ES AND FRI NGE BENEFI TS,
MATERI ALS AND EQUI PMENT. THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON SHALL ALLOCATE A
MN MM OF TWENTY-FIVE PERCENT OF THE AMOUNT APPROPRI ATED FOR SUCH
GRANTS TO AWARD TO | NSTI TUTI ONS W TH AN OPERATI NG BUDGET OF BETWEEN TEN
THOUSAND DOLLARS AND ONE HUNDRED FI FTY THOUSAND DOLLARS PER YEAR THE
COW SSI ONER OF EDUCATION SHALL ALLOCATE A M N MUM OF TWENTY-FIVE
PERCENT OF THE AMOUNT APPROPRI ATED FOR SUCH GRANTS TO AWARD TO | NSTI -
TUTI ONS W TH AN OPERATI NG BUDGET OF BETWEEN ONE HUNDRED FI FTY- ONE THOU-
SAND DOLLARS AND FI VE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS PER YEAR THE COWM SSI ON-
ER OF EDUCATION WLL ALLOCATE A M Nl MUM OF TWENTY- FI VE PERCENT OF THE
AMOUNT APPROPRI ATED FOR SUCH GRANTS TO AWARD TO INSTITUTIONS WTH AN
OPERATI NG BUDGET OF BETWEEN FI VE HUNDRED THOUSAND ONE DOLLARS AND ONE
M LLI ON DOLLARS PER YEAR THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON SHALL ALLOCATE A
M Nl MUM OF TWENTY- FI VE PERCENT OF THE AMOUNT APPROPRI ATED FOR SUCH
GRANTS TO AWARD TO | NSTI TUTI ONS W TH AN OPERATI NG BUDGET | N EXCESS OF
ONE M LLI ON DOLLARS PER YEAR.

5. ON OR BEFORE MARCH FI FTEENTH, TWDO THOUSAND EIGHTEEN AND ON OR
BEFORE MARCH FIRST OF EACH YEAR THEREAFTER, THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCA-
TION SHALL SUBM T TO THE CHAI RS OF THE SENATE FI NANCE AND THE ASSEMBLY
VWAYS AND MEANS COW TTEES, AND THE DI RECTOR OF THE BUDGET, A REPORT
DETAI LI NG THE | MPLEMENTATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF TH' S SECTION, THE
EXTENT OF PARTICI PATION BY ELI G BLE | NSTI TUTI ONS, THE RELATI ONSH P OF
THE PROGRAMS PROVI DED TO SCHOOL CURRI CULA, AND THE GEOGRAPHI C DI SPERSI ON
OF FUNDS AND PARTI Cl PATI NG | NSTI TUTI ONS.

S 4. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
| aw.



