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STATE OF NEW YORK

8163
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 10, 2015

Introduced by M of A GUNTHER -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the establishnent of
school election wards in union free school districts and centra
school districts

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 1702 of the education |law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 4 to read as fol |l ows:

4. A NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAWTO THE CONTRARY, A
BOARD OF EDUCATI ON OF A UNI ON FREE SCHOOL DI STRI CT MAY, UPON RESOLUTI ON
ESTABLI SH SCHOOL ELECTION WARDS FOR PURPOSES OF ELECTI NG | NDI VI DUAL
TRUSTEES. THERE MAY BE AT LEAST THREE, BUT NOT MORE THAN NI NE, SCHOOL
ELECTION WARDS WTHIN A SCHOOL DI STRICT. ONE TRUSTEE SHALL BE CHOSEN
FROM EACH WARD BY THE QUALI FI ED VOTERS THEREI N

B. UPON APPROVAL BY RESOLUTI ON, THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON SHALL CONDUCT A
PUBLI C HEARI NG AFTER WHI CH A REFERENDUM SHALL BE PRESENTED FOR APPROVAL
BY A MAJORITY OF THE VOTERS AT THE NEXT SUCCEEDI NG GENERAL ELECTION. |F
SO APPROVED, W THI N FI VE MONTHS OF SUCH APPROVAL, THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON
SHALL DEFI NE AND PUBLI SH BY RESOLUTI ON BOUNDARI ES OF EACH OF THE SCHOOL
ELECTI ON WARDS WHI CH SAI D WARDS SHALL BE CONTI GUOUS AND EACH OF WH CH
SHALL CONTAI N AS NEARLY AS PCSSI BLE THE SAME NUMBER OF | NHABI TANTS. SUCH
WARDS SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED FOR THE NEXT SCHOOL BOARD ELECTI ON FOLLOW NG
VOTER APPROVAL OF THE REFERENDUM I N THE GENERAL ELECTI ON. UPON ADOPTI NG
A SYSTEM COWRI SED OF SCHOOL ELECTI ON WARDS, ALL SI TTI NG SCHOOL BOARD
TRUSTEES SHALL SERVE THE REMAINDER OF HHS OR HER TERM AND H'S OR HER
SUCCESSOR SHALL BE ELECTED ON THE BASI S OF THE SCHOOL ELECTI ON WARD
SYSTEM THE BOUNDARI ES OF THE SAI D SCHOOL ELECTI ON WARDS MAY THEREAFTER
BE REDEFINED BY THE BQARD OF EDUCATI ON BY RESOLUTI ON, AFTER A PUBLIC
HEARI NG THEREON, UPON EACH | SSUANCE OF A FEDERAL DECENNI AL CENSUS AND

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBD04546- 05- 5



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A. 8163 2

SUCH RESOLUTI ON SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED AT LEAST ElI GHT MONTHS PRI OR TO THE
NEXT ELECTI ON FOR SCHOOL BOARD TRUSTEE OR TRUSTEES.

C. THE TERM OF OFFI CE OF EACH MEMBER OF A SCHOOL BOARD FROM A SCHOOL
ELECTI ON WARD SHALL BE THREE YEARS.

D. WHENEVER A VACANCY SHALL OCCUR OR EXIST IN THE OFFICE OF A WARD
TRUSTEE OF A BOARD OF EDUCATI ON, EXCEPT BY REASON OF EXPI RATI ON OF TERM
OR | NCREASE I N THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF SUCH BOARD, SUCH VACANCY SHALL
BE FILLED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE REMAI NI NG TRUSTEES OF THE BOARD OF
EDUCATI ON WTHIN THI RTY DAYS OF THE DATE SUCH VACANCY SHALL HAVE
OCCURRED. NO PERSON SHALL BE APPQO NTED TO FILL A VACANCY OF A WARD TRUS-
TEE OF A BOARD OF EDUCATI ON UNLESS HE OR SHE FULFILLS ALL OF THE QUALI -
FICATIONS IN THI S SUBDI VI SION TO ENABLE H M OR HER TO BE A CANDI DATE FOR
THE OFFICE OF A TRUSTEE OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION FROM THE WARD
| NVOLVED.

S 2. Section 1804 of the education |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 13 to read as foll ows:

13. A NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY, A
BOARD OF EDUCATION OF A CENTRAL SCHOOL DI STRI CT MAY, UPON RESOLUTI ON,
ESTABLI SH SCHOOL ELECTI ON WARDS FOR PURPOSES OF ELECTING | NDI VI DUAL
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS. THERE MAY BE AT LEAST THREE, BUT NOT MORE THAN
NI NE, SCHOOL ELECTI ON WARDS W THI N A SCHOCL DI STRICT. ONE MEMBER SHALL
BE CHOSEN FROM EACH WARD BY THE QUALI FI ED VOTERS THEREI N.

B. UPON APPROVAL BY RESOLUTI ON, THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON SHALL CONDUCT A
PUBLI C HEARI NG AFTER WHI CH A REFERENDUM SHALL BE PRESENTED FOR APPROVAL
BY A MAJORITY OF THE VOTERS AT THE NEXT SUCCEEDI NG GENERAL ELECTION. |F
SO APPROVED, W THI N FI VE MONTHS OF SUCH APPROVAL, THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON
SHALL DEFI NE AND PUBLI SH BY RESOLUTI ON BOUNDARI ES OF EACH OF THE SCHOOL
ELECTION WARDS WHI CH SAI D WARDS SHALL BE CONTI GUOUS AND EACH OF WHI CH
SHALL CONTAI N AS NEARLY AS PCSSI BLE THE SAME NUMBER OF | NHABI TANTS. SUCH
WARDS SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED FOR THE NEXT SCHOOL BOARD ELECTI ON FOLLOW NG
VOTER APPROVAL OF THE REFERENDUM | N THE GENERAL ELECTI ON. UPON ADOPTI NG
A SYSTEM COWPRI SED OF SCHOOL ELECTI ON WARDS, ALL SITTING SCHOOL BOARD
MEMBERS SHALL SERVE THE REMAINDER OF HHS OR HER TERM AND H S OR HER
SUCCESSOR SHALL BE ELECTED ON THE BASIS OF THE SCHOOL ELECTION WARD
SYSTEM  THE BOUNDARI ES OF THE SAI D SCHOOL ELECTI ON WARDS MAY THEREAFTER
BE REDEFI NED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON BY RESOLUTION, AFTER A PUBLIC
HEARI NG THEREON, UPON EACH | SSUANCE OF A FEDERAL DECENNI AL CENSUS AND
SUCH RESCLUTI ON SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED AT LEAST EI GHT MONTHS PRIOR TO THE
NEXT ELECTI ON FOR SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER OR MEMBERS.

C. THE TERM OF OFFI CE OF EACH MEMBER OF A SCHOOL BOARD FROM A SCHOOL
ELECTI ON WARD SHALL BE THREE YEARS.

D. WHENEVER A VACANCY SHALL OCCUR OR EXIST IN THE OFFICE OF A WARD
MEMBER OF A BOARD OF EDUCATI ON, EXCEPT BY REASON OF EXPI RATI ON OF TERM
OR | NCREASE | N THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF SUCH BOARD, SUCH VACANCY SHALL
BE FILLED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE REMAI NI NG MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF
EDUCATI ON WTHIN THI RTY DAYS OF THE DATE SUCH VACANCY SHALL HAVE
OCCURRED. NO PERSON SHALL BE APPO NTED TO FILL A VACANCY OF A WARD
MEMBER OF A BOARD OF EDUCATI ON UNLESS HE OR SHE FULFILLS ALL OF THE
QUALI FICATIONS IN TH'S SUBDI VI SI ON TO ENABLE HHM OR HER TO BE A CANDI -
DATE FOR THE OFFI CE OF A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON FROM THE WARD
| NVOLVED.

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



