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STATE OF NEW YORK

8138
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 10, 2015

Introduced by M of A SIMMNONTZ -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to a conmu-
nity gardens task force

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 31-j of the agriculture and narkets |aw, as added
by chapter 528 of the |aws of 2013, paragraph (a) of subdivision 4 as
anended by chapter 525 of +the laws of 2014, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

S 31-j. Community gardens task force. 1. The conm ssioner [may] SHALL
convene a conmunity gardens task force to identify and devel op ways to
encourage state agencies, municipalities and private parties to estab-
lish and expand conmunity gardens and the activities conducted by such
gar dens.

2. The task force shall be chaired by the conm ssioner, or by such
officer or enployee of the departnent as shall be designated by the
commi ssioner. The nenbership of the task force nay include represen-
tation from appropriate state agenci es and nenbers that represent exist-
i ng community gardens, counties, cities, towns, villages, schoo
districts, other special use districts, public authorities and cooper-
ative extension services. MEMBERSH P OF THE TASK FORCE SHALL | NCLUDE AT
LEAST TWO REPRESENTATI VES FROM ORGANI ZATI ONS DEDI CATED TO THE PROMOTI ON
EXPANSI ON OR PROTECTI ON OF COVMUNI TY GARDENS.

3. The conmm ssioner, may request the assistance of state agencies to
carry out the work of the task force.

4. (a) The goals of the task force may include, but are not limted
to, the study, evaluation and devel opnent of recomendations: (i) to
encourage the establishnment and expansi on of community gardens by state
agenci es, nunici pal governments and private parties, (ii) to encourage
cooperation between the activities and operations of community gardens
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and provision of donated food to local voluntary food assistance
progranms for the poor and di sadvantaged, (iii) to increase the benefits
that comunity gardens nmay provide to the local conmunity in which they
are located, [and] (iv) to encourage cooperation with comunity-based
organi zations to increase the opportunities for seniors, those aged
sixty-two vyears of age or older, to participate in conmunity gardens,

TO DEVELOP AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS THAT ESTABLI SH, MAI NTAI N AND EXPAND
COVWMUNI TY GARDENS, AND (VI) TO ENCOURAGE THE DEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSI ON
OF COWUNITY GARDENS | N FOOD DESERTS AS DEFI NED I N SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED
SI XTY OF TH S CHAPTER

(b) I'n achieving the goals of the task force, the task force my
consi der reconmendations that: (i) encourage the execution of conserva-
tion easenents by state agencies, municipalities or private parties to
establish or protect conmunity gardens, (ii) encourage the creation of
mechani sms to transfer devel opment rights to protect community gardens
or encourage the donation or |ease of lands for comrunity gardens, (iii)
devel opnent of nodel zoning codes, |ocal |and use | aws or other nmnunici-
pal policies that could encourage the establishnent or retention of
community gardens, and (iv) any other activity to achieve the goals
deened appropriate by the task force according to the provisions of this
article.

5. THE TASK FORCE SHALL SUBM T A REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEG S-
LATURE ON OR BEFORE JANUARY FI RST, TWD THOUSAND SI XTEEN AND ON OR BEFORE
JANUARY FI RST OF EACH FI FTH YEAR THEREAFTER ON THE STATUS OF COVMUNITY
GARDENS | N NEW YORK STATE. SUCH REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE:

(A) THE NUMBER, NATURE AND GEOGRAPHI C LOCATI ON OF COMMUNI TY GARDENS;

(B) A DESCRIPTION OF THE COSTS, BENEFI TS AND | MPACTS OF COVMUNI TY
GARDENS;

(C) AN ASSESSMENT OF THE SUCCESSES, FAI LURES AND BARRI ERS I N DEVELOP-
I NG MAI NTAI NI NG AND EXPANDI NG COMMUNI TY GARDENS;

(D) LISTS OF FUNDI NG SOURCES AVAI LABLE TO DEVELOP AND EXPAND COVMUNI TY
GARDENS ALONG W TH THE REQUI REMENTS FOR OBTAI NI NG THE FUNDI NG,

(E) AN ASSESSMENT OF THE FUNDI NG REQUI REMENTS AND BARRI ERS FOR DOUBLE
THE NUMBER OF EXI STI NG COMMUNI TY GARDENS;

(F) A DISCUSSION OF THE GOALS OUTLINED I N SUBDI VI SION FOUR OF THI' S
SECTI ON AND A DESCRI PTI ON OF THE STEPS AND PRQJECTS UNDERTAKEN TO MEET
THE GOALS FOR THE TASK FORCE AS ESTABLI SHED IN TH S SECTI ON;

(G AN ACTI ON PLAN FOR DOUBLI NG THE NUMBER OF COVMUNI TY GARDENS I N THE
STATE OF NEW YORK;

RECOVIVENDATI ONS FOR DEVELOPI NG, MAI NTAI Nl NG AND EXPANDI NG COVMUNI -
TY GARDENS | N FOOD DESERTS; AND

(1) ANY OTHER RECOMVENDATI ONS OR ASSESSMENTS THE TASK FORCE DEEMS
APPROPRI ATE FOR THE REPORT.

BETWEEN REPORT DUE DATES, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL MAI NTAIN THE NECES-
SARY RECORDS AND DATA REQUI RED TO SATI SFY SUCH REPORT REQUI REMENTS AND
TO SATI SFY | NFORVATI ON REQUESTS RECEI VED FROM THE GOVERNOR AND THE
LEG SLATURE BETWEEN SUCH REPORT DUE DATES.

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



