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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 1, 2015

Introduced by M of A  WEINSTEIN, SCH MEL, WEPRIN -- read once and
referred to the Conmttee on Judiciary -- reported and referred to the
Committee on Ways and Means -- conmttee discharged, bill anended,
ordered reprinted as anmended and recommitted to said commttee

AN ACT to anend the judiciary law, in relation to enabling the partic-
i pation in court proceedings of individuals who are deaf or hard of
heari ng

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 390 of the judiciary |aw, as anended by chapter 478
of the laws of 1992, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 390. [Appointment of interpreter] EQUAL ACCESS TO COURT PROCEEDI NGS
for deaf OR HARD OF HEARI NG person. 1. Whenever any deaf OR HARD OF
HEARI NG person is a party to a |legal proceeding of any nature, or a
witness OR JUROCR OR PROSPECTIVE JUROR therein, the court in all
i nstances shall appoint a qualified interpreter who is certified by a
recogni zed national or New York state credentialing authority as
approved by the chief admnistrator of the courts to interpret the
proceeding to, and the testinmony of, such deaf OR HARD OF HEARI NG
person; provided, however, where conpliance wth this section would
cause unreasonable delay in court proceedings, the court shall be
authorized to tenporarily appoint an interpreter who is otherw se quali -
fied to interpret the proceedings to, and the testinony of, such deaf OR
HARD OF HEARI NG person until a certified interpreter is available. 1In
any crimnal action in a state-funded court, the court shall also
appoi nt such an interpreter to interpret the proceedings to a deaf OR
HARD OF HEARING person who is the victimof the crinme or nay appoint
such interpreter for the deaf OR HARD OF HEARI NG nenbers of the i medi -
ate famly (parent or spouse) of a victimof the crinme when specifically
requested to do so by such victimor famly nenber. The fee for all such
interpreting services shall be a charge upon the state at rates of

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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conpensati on established by rule of the chief adm nistrator; except that
where such interpreting services are rendered in a justice court, the
fee therefor shall be paid as provided by law in effect on July first,
ni net een hundred ni nety-one.

2. (A NOTWTHSTANDING THE PROVISIONS OF SUBDIVISION ONE OF TH' S
SECTI ON, A COURT MAY, UPON REQUEST OF A DEAF OR HARD OF HEARI NG PERSON
OR UPON ITS OAN MOTION, AND IN LIEU OF APPO NTI NG AN | NTERPRETER AS
OTHERW SE REQUI RED | N SUCH SUBDI VI SI ON ONE, PROVI DE AN ASSI STI VE LI STEN-
ING DEVICE, A STENOGRAPHER WHO CAN FURNI SH COVMUNI CATION  ACCESS
REAL- TI ME TRANSLATI ON OR ANY OTHER APPROPRI ATE AUXI LI ARY Al D OR SERVI CE.

(B) FOR PURPCSES OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL HAVE
THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

(1) "STENOGRAPHER' MEANS ANY | NDI VI DUAL WHO FULFI LLS THE REQUI REMENTS
OF SECTI ON TWD HUNDRED NI NETY- ONE OF THI S CHAPTER

(1) "COWMUNI CATI ON ACCESS REAL-TIME TRANSLATION (CART)" MEANS THE
| NSTANTANEOUS TRANSLATI ON OF EVERYTHI NG THAT IS SPOKEN I N THE COURT ROOM
VIA A REAL-TI ME FEED, WHI CH BY MEANS OF SOFTWARE CONVERTS SHORTHAND
TRANSCRI PTION I NTO REAL-TIME CAPTIONING | MVEDI ATELY WHICH CAN BE
DI SPLAYED ON A COVPUTER OR MONI TOR

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



