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STATE OF NEW YORK

7933
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
June 1, 2015

I ntroduced by M of A TH ELE, MJRRAY, PALUMBO -- read once and referred
to the Committee on Al coholismand Drug Abuse

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to the creation of a
sober living task force

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The nmental hygiene law is anended by adding a new section
19.04 to read as foll ows:

S 19. 04 SOBER LI VI NG TASK FORCE.

1. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON:

"SOBER LI VI NG RESI DENCE" SHALL MEAN ANY RESI DENCE LOCATED | N NEW YORK
STATE WHERE THE OMNER OR OPERATOR OF SUCH RESI DENCE HOLDS THE RESI DENCE
QUT TO THE PUBLIC AS AN ALCOHOL AND DRUG FREE LI VI NG ENVI RONMENT FOR
PERSONS RECOVERI NG FROM A CHEM CAL DEPENDENCY, WHERE NO FORMAL TREATMENT
SERVI CES ARE PROVI DED ON- S| TE.

2. THE SOBER LI VI NG TASK FORCE | S HEREBY CREATED, WHI CH PURSUANT TO
THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S SECTI ON, SHALL ESTABLI SH BEST PRACTI CE GUI DELI NES
FOR SOBER LIVING RESIDENCES THAT |LLUSTRATE THE MOST APPROPRI ATE AND
EFFECTI VE ENVI RONVENT FOR PERSONS RECOVERI NG FROM A CHEM CAL DEPENDENCY.

3. THE TASK FORCE SHALL STUDY AND UTI LI ZE RELI ABLE EVI DENCE AND | NFOR-
MATI ON COLLECTED FROM ORGANI ZATI ONS AND PROGRAMS BOTH | N NEW YORK STATE
AND THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY TO

(A) DOCUMENT THE NUMBER OF SOBER HOVES OPERATI NG | N THE STATE;

(B) | SSUE RECOVMENDATI ONS AND GUI DELI NES ESTABLI SHI NG BEST PRACTI CES
FOR SOBER LI VI NG RESI DENCES | N ORDER TO PROVI DE AN ALCOHOL AND DRUG FREE
SOBER LI VI NG ENVI RONMENT, W TH A FOCUS ON LEAST RESTRICTIVE MEANS OF
BENEFI TI NG THE PERSON | N RECOVERY;

(C) STUDY AND |SSUE FINDINGS REGARDI NG HEALTH AND SAFETY CONCERNS
RELATED TO THE OCCUPANCY AND OPERATI ON OF SOBER LIVING RESIDENCES FOR
THE PERSON | N RECOVERY,;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(D) STUDY AND | SSUE FI NDI NGS REGARDI NG THE | MPACTS OF OCCUPANCY AND
OPERATI ON OF SOBER LI VI NG RESI DENCES ON NEI GHBORHOODS AND  SURROUNDI NG
AREAS;

(E) 1 SSUE RECOMVENDATI ONS ON THE FEASI BI LI TY OF LI CENSI NG REGULATI NG,
REG STERI NG OR CERTI FYI NG SOBER LI VI NG RESI DENCES | N NEW YORK STATE; AND

(F) |SSUE RECOVMENDATI ONS FOR ANY OTHER PROGRAM OR POLI CY | NI TI ATI VE
THAT THE TASK FORCE DEEMS RELEVANT.

4. (A) THE MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE SHALL | NCLUDE THE COWM SSI ONER OR
H S OR HER DESI GNEE; THE COVMM SSI ONER OF THE OFFI CE OF MENTAL HEALTH OR
HS OR HER DESIGNEE; THE COW SSI ONER OF THE OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND
DI SABI LI TY ASSI STANCE OR H'S OR HER DESI GNEE; THE COWM SSIONER OF THE
OFFICE OF HOVES AND COMWUNITY RENEWAL OR H'S OR HER DESI GNEE; TWO
MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE; TWD MEMBERS
APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY; AND TWO MEMBERS APPO NTED BY
THE GOVERNOR. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL BE DESI GNATED THE CHAI RPERSON OF
SUCH TASK FORCE AND SHALL SELECT A VI CE- CHAI RPERSON AND A SECRETARY FROM
THE DESI GNEES APPQO NTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OR THE GOVERNOR;

(B) THE MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE SHALL RECElI VE NO COVPENSATI ON FOR
THEI R SERVI CES BUT SHALL BE REI MBURSED FOR EXPENSES ACTUALLY AND NECES-
SARI LY | NCURRED | N THE PERFORMANCE OF THEI R DUTI ES;

(© NO CVIL ACTION SHALL BE BROUGHT I N ANY COURT AGAI NST ANY MEMBER
OF THE SOBER LI VI NG TASK FORCE FOR ANY ACT OR OM SSI ON NECESSARY TO THE
DI SCHARGE OF H'S OR HER DUTIES AS A MEMBER OF THE TASK FORCE, EXCEPT AS
PROVI DED HEREI N. SUCH MEMBER MAY BE LIABLE FOR DAMAGES |IN ANY SUCH
ACTION I F HE OR SHE FAILED TO ACT I N GOOD FAI TH AND EXERCI SE REASONABLE
CARE. ANY | NFORVATI ON OBTAINED BY A MEMBER OF THE TASK FORCE WH LE
CARRYING QUT HIS OR HER DUTIES AS PRESCRI BED | N SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF
THI'S SECTI ON SHALL ONLY BE UTI LI ZED I N THEI R CAPACI TY AS A MEMBER OF THE
TASK FORCE.

5. NO LATER THAN ONE YEAR AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI'S SECTI ON,
THE TASK FORCE SHALL PROVIDE A REPORT CONTAI NI NG THE RESULTS OF THE
STUDY, | NCLUDI NG EVI DENCE USED AS A BASI S | N MAKI NG SUCH REPORT, AND I TS
RECOMMENDATI ONS, | F ANY, TOGETHER W TH DRAFTS OF LEG SLATI ON NECESSARY
TO CARRY OUT | TS RECOMVENDATI ONS BY FI LI NG SAI D REPORT, DOCUMENTATI ON,
AND DRAFT LEG SLATION, W TH THE GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE
SENATE, THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY,
AND THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY. THE TASK FORCE SHALL ALSO MAKE
THE REPORT, DOCUMENTATI ON, AND DRAFT LEAQ SLATION PUBLIC BY POSTING A
COPY ON THE WEBSI TE MAI NTAI NED BY THE OFFI CE.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



