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STATE OF NEW YORK

7879
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY

May 28, 2015
Introduced by M of A GANIT -- (at request of the Ofice of Court
Adm ni stration) -- read once and referred to the Cormittee on Judici-

ary

AN ACT to anend the famly court act, in relation to use of restraints
on children appearing before the famly court

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The famly court act is anmended by addi ng a new section
162-a to read as foll ows:

S 162-A. USE OF RESTRAINTS ON CHI LDREN IN COURTROOMS. (A) USE OF
RESTRAI NTS. EXCEPT AS OTHERWSE PROVIDED |IN SUBDI VISION (B) OF TH' S
SECTI ON, RESTRAI NTS ON CHI LDREN UNDER THE AGE OF TWENTY- ONE, | NCLUDI NG,
BUT NOT LI M TED TO, HANDCUFFS, CHAI NS, SHACKLES, | RONS OR STRAI TJACKETS,
ARE PRCHI BI TED | N THE COURTROOM

(B) EXCEPTI ON. PERM SSI BLE PHYSI CAL RESTRAI NT CONSI STI NG OF HANDCUFFS
OR FOOTCUFFS THAT SHALL NOT BE JO NED TO EACH OTHER MAY BE USED IN THE
COURTROOM DURI NG A PROCEEDI NG BEFORE THE COURT ONLY | F THE COURT DETER-
M NES ON THE RECORD, AFTER PROVI DI NG THE CHI LD W TH AN OPPORTUNI TY TO BE
HEARD, WHY SUCH RESTRAINT IS THE LEAST RESTRI CTlI VE ALTERNATI VE NECESSARY
TO PREVENT:

(1) PHYSI CAL I NJURY TO THE CHI LD OR ANOTHER PERSON BY THE CHI LD;

(2) PHYSICALLY DI SRUPTIVE COURTROOM BEHAVIOR BY THE CHI LD, AS
EVI DENCED BY A RECENT H STORY OF BEHAVI OR THAT PRESENTED A SUBSTANTI AL
Rl SK OF PHYSI CAL HARM TO THE CHI LD OR ANOTHER PERSON, WHERE SUCH BEHAV-
| OR | NDI CATES A SUBSTANTI AL LI KELI HOOD OF CURRENT PHYSI CALLY DI SRUPTI VE
COURTROOM BEHAVI OR BY THE CHI LD, OR

(3) FLIGHT FROM THE COURTROOM BY THE CHI LD, AS EVI DENCED BY A RECENT
H STORY OF ABSCONDI NG FROM THE COURT.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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