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STATE OF NEW YORK

7840
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
May 28, 2015

Introduced by M of A ODONNELL -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Mental Health

AN ACT to anend chapter 408 of the laws of 1999 anending the nental
hygiene law and other laws relating to enacting Kendra's Law, in
relation to grants for nmental illness and chem cal dependence treat-
ment services during the pendency of a nedical assistance eligibility
det erm nati on

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 15 of chapter 408 of the |aws of 1999 amendi ng the
mental hygiene |aw and other |laws relating to enacting Kendra's Law, is
amended to read as foll ows:

S 15. (a) Wthin anounts appropriated therefor, the comm ssioner of
mental health shall provide grants to each county and the city of New
York, which shall be used by each such county or city, to provide nedi-
cation, and other services necessary to prescribe and adm ni ster nedica-
tion to treat nmental illness during the pendency of a medi cal assistance
eligibility determnation. Such eligibility determnation shall be
conpleted in a tinmely and expeditious nmanner as required by applicable
regul ations of the conm ssioner of health. Counties or the city shal
use such grants to provide nedications prescribed to treat nental
illness for individuals for whomthe process of applying for nedica
assi stance benefits has been commenced prior to or within one week of
di scharge or release and who[: (1)] are discharged froma hospital, as
defined in section 1.03 of the nmental hygiene law, or (2) have received
services in or froma forensic or simlar nental health unit of a
correctional facility or Jlocal correctional facility as defined in
section two of the correction | aw].

(b) Such grants to provide nedications shall be subject to the comi s-
sioner's approval and supervision of an efficient and effective plan
submtted by a county or the city of New York. Such plans shall include,

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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but not be Iimted to, the following: (i) the process by which the coun-
ty or the city of New York will inprove the tinely and expeditious
filing of medical assistance applications and coordinate the filing of
appl i cations for other public benefits for which the population
descri bed in subdivision (a) of this section may be eligible; (ii) the

process by which nedications prescribed to treat nental illness for such
individuals wll be available at or near the tinme of release or
di scharge; (iii) a specific description of the process by which such
individuals will be referred to a county or city provider, or a provider

which contracts wth the county or city, to provide nedication at or
near the tine of release or discharge; and (iv) the process to provide
informati on necessary for the New York state office of nmental health to
file appropriate nedical assistance cl ais.

(c) WTH N AMOUNTS APPROPRI ATED THEREFOR, THE COWM SSI ONER OF MENTAL
HEALTH SHALL PROVIDE GRANTS TO EACH COUNTY AND THE CI TY OF NEW YORK,
VWH CH SHALL BE USED BY EACH SUCH COUNTY OR CITY, TO PROVIDE MENTAL
| LLNESS AND CHEM CAL ABUSE SERVI CES NECESSARY TO TREAT MENTAL | LLNESS
AND CHEM CAL DEPENDENCE DURI NG THE PENDENCY OF A MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE
ELIG BILITY DETERM NATION. SUCH ELIGBILITY DETERM NATION SHALL BE
COWPLETED I N A TI MELY AND EXPEDI TI OUS MANNER AS REQUI RED BY APPLI CABLE
REGULATIONS OF THE COW SSI ONER OF HEALTH. SUCH COUNTIES OR CI TY SHALL
USE SUCH GRANTS TO PROVI DE SUCH SERVI CES FOR | NDI VI DUALS FOR WHOM THE
PROCESS OF APPLYI NG FOR MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE BENEFI TS HAS BEEN COMVENCED
PRIOR TO OR WTHIN ONE WEEK OF DISCHARGE OR RELEASE AND WHO HAVE
RECEI VED SIM LAR SERVICES TO TREAT MENTAL | LLNESS AND CHEM CAL DEPEND-
ENCE IN A CORRECTIONAL FACILITY OR LOCAL CORRECTIONAL FACILITY AS
DEFINED |IN SECTION 2 OF THE CORRECTI ON LAW ELIGBILITY FOR THE GRANTS
PROGRAM W LL BE FOR 60 DAYS AFTER RELEASE, OR FI NAL MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE
ELI G BI LI TY DETERM NATI ON, WH CHEVER | S SOONER

(D) SUCH GRANTS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE COWM SSI ONER S APPROVAL AND
SUPERVI SI ON OF AN EFFI Cl ENT AND EFFECTI VE PLAN SUBM TTED BY A COUNTY OR
THE CITY OF NEW YORK. SUCH PLANS SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO,
THE FOLLON NG (1) THE PROCESS BY WHICH THE COUNTY OR THE CITY OF NEW
YORK WLL |MPROVE THE TI MELY AND EXPEDI TI QUS FI LI NG OF MEDI CAL ASSI ST-
ANCE APPLI CATI ONS AND COORDI NATE THE FI LI NG OF APPLI CATIONS FOR OTHER
PUBLI C BENEFI TS FOR WHI CH THE POPULATI ON DESCRI BED I N SUBDI VI SION (A) OF
THI S SECTI ON MAY BE ELI A BLE; (I11) A SPECI FI C DESCRI PTI ON OF THE PROCESS
BY WHI CH SUCH | NDI VI DUALS W LL BE REFERRED TO A COUNTY OR CI TY PROVI DER
OR A PROVI DER VWHI CH CONTRACTS W TH THE COUNTY OR CITY, TO PROVI DE MENTAL
| LLNESS AND CHEM CAL ABUSE SERVI CES, | NCLUDI NG HEALTH HOVES AT OR NEAR
THE TI ME OF RELEASE OR DI SCHARGE; AND (IIl) THE PROCESS TO PROVIDE
| NFORMATI ON NECESSARY FOR THE NEW YORK STATE OFFI CE OF MENTAL HEALTH TO
FI LE APPROPRI ATE MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE CLAI MS.

(E) Further, upon application of a county or the city of New York, and
within the anmounts appropriated therefor, the conm ssioner of nental
health shall be authorized to provide grants to such county or city to
be used to assist the |ocal governnmental units, as defined in section
41.03 of the nmental hygiene law, in the devel opnent of plans pursuant to
[ subdi vi sion] SUBDIVISIONS (b) AND (D) of this section, or to be used at
local <correctional facilities to inprove the coordination between the
i ndi viduals defined in [subdivision] SUBDI VISIONS (a) AND (C) of this
section and the appropriate county representative or other [individual]
| NDI VI DUALS OR PROVI DERS who wi |l provide the [psychiatric rmedications]
MENTAL | LLNESS AND CHEM CAL ABUSE SERVI CES avail abl e under this program
as determined in the plans approved in subdivision [(b)] (D of this
section, and to assist such individuals in applying for nedical assist-
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ance and other public benefits. The conm ssioner of nental health is
hereby authorized to promul gate and adopt rules and regul ati ons neces-
sary to inplenment this section.

S 2. This act shall take effect April 1, 2016; provided, however, that
the anendnents to section 15 of chapter 408 of the |aws of 1999 nmde by
section one of this act shall not affect the repeal of such section and
shall be deened to be repeal ed therewth.



