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STATE OF NEW YORK

7489
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
May 13, 2015

Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to assistance for
gui de dogs, hearing dogs and service dogs and to repeal section 303-a
of such law relating thereto

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 303-a of the social services |law is REPEALED and a
new section 131-y is added to read as fol |l ows:

S 131-Y. ASS|I STANCE FOR GUI DE DOGS, HEARI NG DOGS AND SERVI CE DOGS. 1.
I T SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE SOCI AL SERVI CES OFFI Cl AL TO PROVI DE ASSI ST-
ANCE, | N ACCORDANCE W TH REGULATI ONS OF THE DEPARTMENT, TO A PERSON W TH
A DI SABI LITY USI NG A GUI DE DOG, HEARI NG DOG OR SERVI CE DOG WHO HAS BEEN
DETERM NED TO BE ELI G BLE FOR OR IS RECEI VI NG, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED
TO, FEDERAL SUPPLEMENTAL SECURI TY | NCOVE BENEFI TS, SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRI -
TI ON ASSI STANCE PROGRAM BENEFI TS, MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE FOR NEEDY PERSONS
AND/ OR ADDI TI ONAL STATE PAYMENTS UNDER THI S CHAPTER, FOR THE PURCHASE CF
FOOD AND THE COST OF VETERI NARI AN EXPENSES FOR SUCH DOG

2. SUCH REGULATI ONS OF THE DEPARTMENT SHALL FI X AN AMOUNT OF NOT LESS
THAN FI FTY DOLLARS A MONTH, AND THE METHOD AND FREQUENCY OF DI STRI BUTI ON
AND PROCEDURES FOR THE DETERM NATI ON AND PERI ODI CAL REDETERM NATI ON CF
ELI A BI LI TY FOR SUCH ASSI STANCE.

3. SUCH ASSI STANCE SHALL NOT BE GRANTED TO ANY PERSON FOR WHOM EARNED
| NCOVE HAS BEEN EXEMPTED FOR SUCH PURPCSE PURSUANT TO FEDERAL LAW OR
REGULATI ON.

4, THE FULL AMOUNT PROPERLY EXPENDED BY SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CTS
UNDER THI' S SECTI ON, | NCLUDI NG COSTS OF ADM NI STRATI ON, SHALL BE REI M
BURSED BY THE STATE.

5. FOR PURPCSES OF THI'S SECTION, "SERVICE DOG' SHALL MEAN ANY DOG,
REGARDLESS OF CERTI FI CATI ON, UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE PERSON USING OR

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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TRAINNNG | T AND THAT HAS BEEN OR |I'S BEI NG | NDI VI DUALLY TRAI NED TO DO
WORK OR PERFORM TASKS FOR THE BENEFI T OF A PERSON W TH A DI SABI LI TY.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



