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BARRETT, STIRPE, KIM LIFTON, SIMON, MOSLEY, BUCHWALD, SKOUFI S,
JAFFEE, GOTTFRI ED, COLTON, RAIA STEC, BRI NDI SI, LUPINACCI, DUPREY,
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read once and referred to the Commttee on Educati on

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to readability standards
for standardi zed assessnents

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 319 to
read as foll ows:

S 319. READABILITY STANDARDS FOR STANDARDI ZED ASSESSMENTS. STATE
ADM NI STERED STANDARDI ZED ENGLI SH LANGUAGE ARTS OR MATHEMATI CS ASSESS-
MENTS FOR GRADES THREE THROUGH ElI GHT SHALL BE PRESENTED AT A READABI LI TY
LEVEL THAT | S GRADE- LEVEL APPROPRI ATE.

S 2. In order to inplenent the provisions of section one of this act,
t he conmi ssi oner of education shall

(1) no later than Septenber 1, 2016 conplete an initial review of
state admnistered standardized English |anguage arts or mathematics
assessnments for grades three through eight to review the readability of
such assessnents prior to the adm nistration of such assessnents. If it
is determined fromthe initial review that the assessnments are not
grade-1level appropriate, the education departnment shall meke the neces-
sary changes to such assessnments to ensure that they are presented at a
readability level that is grade-level appropriate prior to the admnis-
tration of such assessnents.

(2) consult with rel evant stakehol ders, as determ ned by the commis-
si oner of education, and consider the use of conprehension and readabil -
ity indices or tests such as those established by the Fl esch-Kincaid
Grade Level, @unning Fog Index, Coleman-Liau Index, SMOG |ndex, Auto-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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mated Readability Index, or other readily available and nationally
accepted readability indices and tests.

S 3. This act shall take effect inmediately; provided, however that
section one of this act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth
day after it shall have beconme a |aw Ef fective immediately, the
commi ssi oner of education is authorized to promulgate any and all rules
and regulations and take any ot her neasures necessary to inplenment this
act on its effective date, on or before such date.



