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Introduced by M of A BRENNAN, BRONSON, GOTTFRI ED, JAFFEE, KEARNS
LI NARES, MAYER, MOSLEY, SILVER, SIMON, TITONE, CAHLL, ORTIZ --
Mul ti-Sponsored by -- M of A ABBATE, BLAKE, COCK, DAVILA, ENGLE-
BRI GHT, GLICK, GUNTHER, HEVESI, H KIND, LENTO., MARKEY, M DONOUGH
MONTESANO, NOLAN, RAIA RIVERA, SCH MM NGER, THI ELE -- read once and
referred to the Conmttee on Corporations, Authorities and Conm ssions
-- conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as anended
and recommtted to said commttee

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to the nenbership of
t he public service conmm ssion

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 4 of the public service |law, as anmended by chapter
155 of the laws of 1970, is amended to read as foll ows:

S 4. The public service commssion. (A 1. There shall be in the
department of public service a public service conm ssion, which shal
possess the powers and duties hereinafter specified, and also all powers
necessary or proper to enable it to carry out the purposes of this chap-
ter. The comm ssion shall consist of [five] ELEVEN nenbers, N NE VOTI NG
AND TWO NON- VOTI NG, AS FOLLOWS: SEVEN VOTI NG MEMBERS to be app0|nted by
t he governor, by and with the advice and consent of the senate, ONE UPON
THE RECOMVENDATI ON OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND ONE UPON THE RECOWMMENDA-
TION OF THE STATE COWTROLLER, ONE VOTI NG MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE SPEAK-
ER OF THE ASSEMBLY; ONE VOTI NG MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI -
DENT OF THE SENATE; AND ONE NON- VOTI NG MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY
LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND ONE NON- VOTI NG MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE M NOR-
| TY LEADER OF THE SENATE. [ A conmi ssioner shall be designated as chair-
man of the comm ssion by the governor to serve in such capacity at the
pl easure of the governor or until his term as conm ssioner expires
whi chever first occurs. No nore than three comm ssioners nmay be nenbers
of the same political party wunless, pursuant to action taken under
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subdivision two, the nunber of comm ssioners shall exceed five, and in
such event no nore than four comm ssioners nay be nenbers of the sane
political party.] THE VOTING MEMBERS OF THE COW SSI ON SHALL ELECT A
CHAlI RPERSON FROM AMONG | TS MEMBERS

(B) TO THE MNAXI MUM EXTENT PGSSI BLE, THE COWM SSI ONERS SHALL POSSESS
BROAD AND EXTENSI VE KNOALEDGE AND EXPERI ENCE | N THE AREAS OF ENERGY AND
TELECOMMUNI CATI ONS | SSUES, FI NANCI NG AND REGULATI ON OF UTILITIES, RATE-
MAKI NG OR CONSUMER PROTECTI ON AND ADVOCACY.

2. [ Notwi t hstandi ng subdi vi sion one, whenever the comm ssion shal
certify to the governor that additional conm ssioners are needed for the
proper disposition of the business before it, the governor may increase
t he nenbership of the commi ssion to seven nenbers by appointing two
additional conm ssioners by and wth the advice and consent of the
senate. The terns of office of such additional comm ssioners and the
filling of vacancies during such terns shall be governed by subdivi sion
three, except that upon the expiration of the terms of such additiona
comm ssioners, no further appointnments or reappointnents shall be nade
to such additional offices, unless the conm ssion shall first certify to
t he governor that the need for additional comm ssioners continues to
exi st.

3.] The termof office of a comm ssioner shall be six years fromthe
first day of February of the calendar year in which he shall be
appoi nted and conm ssioners shall serve on a full-tinme basis. Upon a
vacancy occurring otherwi se than by expiration of termin the office of
any conm ssioner, [the governor, by and with the advice and consent of
t he senate,] THE APPROPRI ATE APPO NTI NG AUTHORI TY DESCRI BED I N SUBDI VI -
SION ONE OF THI'S SECTION shall fill the vacancy by appoi ntnent for the
unexpired term PROVI DED THAT ANY APPO NTMENT MADE BY THE GOVERNOR TO
FILL A VACANCY PURSUANT TO THI S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL BE BY AND W TH THE
ADVI CE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



