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STATE OF NEW YORK

7296
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
May 4, 2015

Introduced by M of A CLARK -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Children and Fam lies

AN ACT to direct the office of children and famly services to study
current policies regarding placenent of children in kinship care to
avoi d foster care placenents and nmake recommendati ons for regul ations
governi ng kinship care placenents

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The office of children and fam |y services shall exam ne,
eval uate and review current policies governing facilitation of placenment
of children in kinship care to avoid foster care placenents in the state
and shall devel op recommendati ons for regul ati ons governing ki nship care
pl acenents, which shall include recomendations related to:

(a) a description of the rights and responsibilities of |ocal boards,
birth parents, and ki nship caregivers;

(b) a process for the facilitation of placenment or transfer of custo-

(c) a nodel disclosure letter to be provided to the parents and poten-
tial kinship caregivers, including information about the differences
bet ween ki nship care and kinship foster care, the inpact of transferring
custody fromthe birth parent to the kinship caregiver, the birth
parent's role following transfer, and the plan requirenents for custody
to be returned to the birth parent;

(d) a process for developing a safety or service plan for the famly,
which shall include gathering input from birth parents, potentia
ki nshi p caregivers, and other community and fam |y supports;

(e) a description of funding sources available to support safety or
servi ce plans;

(f) a process for gathering and reporting data regarding the well -be-
i ng and pernmanency of children in kinship care; and
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(g) a description of the training plan for |ocal departnent of socia
servi ces workers.

S 2. The office of children and famly services shall also reviewthe
fiscal inpact of proposed regul ations.

S 3. The office of children and famly services shall report its
recommendati ons and findings to the governor, the tenporary president of
the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, the mnority | eader of the
senate and the mnority |eader of the assenbly by January 1, 2016.

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



