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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
April 27, 2015

I ntroduced by M of A KAVANAGH -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Education

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to creating a gun
vi ol ence prevention program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "gun
vi ol ence prevention act".

S 2. Legislative intent. GQunshot injuries are a major cause of death
for children and adol escents in the United States, accounting for twelve
percent of all premature deaths. Further, for every young person who
dies as the result of a gunshot injury, five others are seriously
infjured by a gunshot. Concentrated efforts in the areas of drug and
al cohol abuse prevention have denonstrated that preventive education can
reduce risks for youth. But although there are many drug prevention
prograns, there are few gun viol ence prevention progranms in existence.

The intent of the legislature in enacting the "gun viol ence prevention
act" is to inplenent a gun violence prevention programfor school -aged
youth and their famlies to help young people to develop victim
prevention skills and to rehearse behavi ors needed to manage probl ens,
such as conflict and peer pressure, non-violently, wthout guns. The
program would not oppose gun ownership or the well-supervised use of
guns for hunting or sport.

S 3. The education law is anended by adding a new section 3204-a to
read as follows:

S 3204-A. GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION PROGRAM 1. THE DEPARTMENT, IN
CONSULTATI ON W TH SCHOOL DI STRI CTS, THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, THE DI VI -
SION OF CRIMNAL JUSTICE SERVICES, THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMVENTAL
CONSERVATI ON AND ANY OTHER EDUCATI ONAL ORGANI ZATI ONS, |'S AUTHORI ZED AND
DI RECTED TO DEVELOP AND MAKE AVAILABLE TO SCHOOL DI STRICTS A GUN
VI OLENCE PREVENTI ON PROGRAM THE PROGRAM SHALL | NCLUDE: PRACTI CAL

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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SKILLS WH CH STUDENTS CAN USE OUTSI DE THE CLASSROOM OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR
SELF- REFLECTION AND ROLE-PLAY OF STUDENTS' COPING MECHANI SMS  AND
EMOTI ONS; STUDENT- SET GOALS FOR CHANGE; THE DEVELOPMENT OF COVPETENCY
AND LEADERSH P SKILLS TO ADDRESS | SSUES W TH PEERS AND THE COVMUNI TY;
AND PARENTAL AND COVMUNI TY | NVOLVEMENT AND SUPPORT | N THE PROGRAM

2. EVERY SCHOOL MAY | NSTRUCT STUDENTS I N PRE-KI NDERGARTEN THROUGH
TWELFTH GRADE W TH RESPECT TO GUN VI OLENCE PREVENTI ON USI NG MATERI ALS
PROVI DED BY THE DEPARTMENT FOR SUCH PURPOSE. EACH SCHOOL ELECTING TO
PROVI DE SUCH | NSTRUCTI ON MAY REQUEST | NFORMATI ON AND RESOURCES THEREFOR
FROM THE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE.

3. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVIDE A° REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE
LEG SLATURE ON OR BEFORE JULY FI RST, TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN, ASSESSI NG
THE RESULTS OF THE GUN VI OLENCE PREVENTI ON PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT
TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON. THE REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE FI NDI NGS AS
TO THE PROGRAM S | MPACT ON REDUCI NG GUNSHOT | NJURI ES AMONG CHI LDREN AND
ADOLESCENTS AND SHALL OFFER RECOMMENDATIONS AS TO WHETHER THE GUN
VI OLENCE PREVENTI ON PROGRAM SHOULD BE EXPANDED, MODI FI ED OR ELI M NATED,
AND WHETHER OR NOT OTHER GUN VI OLENCE PREVENTI ON PROGRAMS SHOULD BE
AUTHORI ZED.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



