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STATE OF NEW YORK

7138
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
April 24, 2015

Introduced by M of A TED SCO -- Muilti-Sponsored by -- M of A FINCH
KATZ, MALLI OTAKIS, MDONOUGH, MKEVITT, MLAUGHLIN, QAKS, RI VERA,
TENNEY -- read once and referred to the Cormittee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to increas-
ing penalties for the owners of dangerous dogs

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivisions 6, 7 and 8 of section 123 of the agriculture
and narkets |law, subdivision 6 as anended by chapter 392 of the | aws of
2004, subdivisions 7 and 8 as anended by chapter 526 of the Ilaws of
2005, and such section as renunbered by section 18 of part T of chapter
59 of the laws of 2010, are anended and a new subdivision 15 is added to
read as foll ows:

6. The owner of a dog who, through any act or omission, negligently
permts his or her dog to bite a person[, service dog, guide dog] or
[ hearing] dog causing physical injury shall be subject to a civil penal-
ty not to exceed [four hundred] ONE THOUSAND dollars in addition to any
ot her applicable penalties.

7. The owner of a dog who, through any act or om ssion, negligently
permts his or her dog to bite a person causing serious physical injury
shall be subject to a civil penalty UP TO A CLASS E FELONY PUNI SHABLE BY
A FINE OF not to exceed [one] FIVE thousand [five hundred] dollars in
addition to any other applicable penalties. Any such penalty my be
reduced by any anount which is paid as restitution by the owner of the
dog to the person or persons suffering serious physical injury as
conmpensation for unreinbursed nedi cal expenses, |ost earnings and ot her
damages resulting from such injury.

8. The owner of a dog who, through any act or omssion, negligently
permts his or her dog, which had previously been determ ned to be
dangerous pursuant to this article, to bite a person causing serious
physical 1njury, shall be guilty of a [msdenmeanor] CLASS E FELONY

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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puni shabl e by a fine of not nore than [three] FIVE thousand dollars, or
by a period of inprisonment not to exceed [ninety days] TWO YEARS, or by
both such fine and inprisonnent in addition to any other applicable
penalties. Any such fine may be reduced by any anmount which is paid as
restitution by the owner of the dog to the person or persons suffering
serious physical injury as conpensation for unreinbursed nedical
expenses, |ost earnings and ot her danmages resulting from such injury.

15. ANY PERSON FOUND TO BE I N VI OLATI ON OF SUBDI VI SION SI X, SEVEN OR
EIGHT OF TH'S SECTION AND WHO HAS EVER BEEN CONVI CTED OF ANY FELONY
OFFENSE UNDER TI TLE H OF PART THREE OF THE PENAL LAW SHALL BE SUBJECT TO
FURTHER | NVESTI GATI ON, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO A SEARCH OF SUCH
PERSON S PERSONAL AND REAL PROPERTY AND THE SElI ZURE OF ANY | LLEGAL MATE-
Rl ALS.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



