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STATE OF NEW YORK

7058
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
April 22, 2015

Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Al coholismand Drug Abuse

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to establishing the
pr obl em ganbl i ng advi sory counci |

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The nmental hygiene law is anended by adding a new section
25.04 to read as foll ows:

S 25. 04 PROBLEM GAMBLI NG ADVI SORY COUNCI L.

(A) CREATION AND PURPCSE. THE PROBLEM GAMBLI NG ADVI SORY COUNCI L
( HEREI NAFTER THE "COUNCI L") | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED. THE PURPCSE OF THE
COUNCIL IS TO MAKE FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATI ONS TO THE GOVERNOR AND
LEG SLATURE ON HOW TO PREVENT AND TREAT PROBLEM GAMBLI NG | N THE STATE OF
NEW YORK.

(B) COWPCSI TION. THE COUNCI L SHALL CONSI ST OF 10 MEMBERS | NCLUDI NG,
THE COMW SSIONER OF THE OFFICE OF ALCOHOLI SM AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE
SERVI CES, THE CHAIR OF THE GAM NG COW SSI ON, THREE MEMBERS WHO ARE
REPRESENTATI VE OF COMMUNI TY- BASED BEHAVI ORAL HEALTH SERVI CES PROVI DERS,
TWO MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE TEMPORARY PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, TWO
MEMBERS APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, AND ONE MEMBER
APPQO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR

(© DUTIES OF THE COUNCI L. THE COUNCI L SHALL MEET AS FREQUENTLY AS
NECESSARY, BUT NOT LESS THAN TWO TI MES PER YEAR. MEETI NGS SHALL BE HELD
AT LOCATI ONS DETERM NED BY THE COUNCI L. ALL MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL
SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE OPEN MEETI NGS LAW THE COUNCI L SHALL:

1. DEVELOP AND RECOMMVEND STRATEG ES TO ENSURE AVAI LABI LI TY AND ACCESS
TO PROBLEM GAMBLI NG PROGRAMS AND RESOURCES, | NCLUDI NG | NFORMVATI ON  AND
RESOURCES REGARDI NG PREVENTION OF PROBLEM GAMBLI NG FOR | NDI VI DUALS
THROUGHOUT THE STATE;

2. CONSULT W TH | NDI VI DUALS OR ORGANI ZATIONS WTH EXPERIENCE IN THE
FIELD OF PROBLEM GAMBLING SERVICES ON FUNDI NG AND POLI CY RECOMVENDA-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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TIONS, | NCLUDI NG THE AVAI LABILITY OF PROBLEM GAMBLING SERVICES, THE
LOCATI ON OF SUCH SERVI CES, AND THE NEED FOR SUCH SERVI CES;

3. CREATE STRATEG ES TO | NCREASE PUBLI C AWARENESS OF PROBLEM GAMBLI NG
AND THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF PROBLEM GAMBLI NG RESOURCES;

4. RECOMMVEND ALLOCATI ONS OF MACHI NE AND TABLE FEES COLLECTED FROM A
GAM NG LI CENSEE PURSUANT TO SECTI ON THI RTEEN HUNDRED FORTY- El GHT OF THE
RACI NG PARI - MUTUEL WAGERI NG AND BREEDI NG LAW AND DI STRI BUTED PURSUANT
TO SECTI ON NI NETY- SEVEN- NNNN OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW TO EFFECTUATE THE
RECOVVENDATI ONS AND STRATEGQ ES DEVELOPED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPHS ONE, TWD
AND THREE OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON; AND

5. DEVELOP AN ANNUAL REPORT TO BE PROVI DED TO THE GOVERNOR AND LEG S-
LATURE CONTAI NING | TS FI NDI NGS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS W TH REGARD TO PROB-
LEM GAMBLI NG, | NCLUDI NG PROGRAMS, RESOURCES, AND SERVI CES THROUGHOUT THE
STATE. THE ANNUAL REPORT SHALL BE DUE NO LATER THAN OCTOBER FIRST OF
EACH YEAR, WTH THE FI RST REPORT PROVI DED NO LATER THAN OCTOBER FI RST,
TWO THOUSAND SI XTEEN.

(D) TERM APPO NTED MEMBERS OF THE COUNCI L SHALL SERVE FOR A TERM OF
FOUR YEARS AND CONTINUE TO SERVE UNTIL THEI R SUCCESSOR | S APPO NTED.
EACH MEMBER OF THE COUNCI L SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO DESI GNATE IN WRITING A
REPRESENTATIVE TO ATTEND MEETINGS IN H S OR HER PLACE AND TO VOTE OR
OTHERW SE ACT ON H'S OR HER BEHALF IN H'S OR HER ABSENCE. A MEMBER
APPO NTED TO FI LL A VACANCY SHALL SERVE THE REMAI NDER OF THE TERM OF THE
MEMBER HE OR SHE |S APPO NTED TO SUCCEED. THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCI L
SHALL RECEI VE NO COVPENSATI ON FOR THEI R SERVI CES BUT SHALL BE RElI MBURSED
FOR THEI R EXPENSES ACTUALLY | NCURRED | N THE PERFORMANCE OF THEI R DUTI ES
HEREUNDER. THE COUNCIL SHALL SELECT, BY A MAJORITY VOTE, MEMBERS TO
SERVE AS A CHAIR AND AS A SECRETARY.

(E) SHARING OF | NFORMATION. THE COUNCIL MAY REQUEST, AND SHALL
RECEI VE, | NFORVATI ON FROM ANY STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY NECES-
SARY TO COVPLETE | TS DUTI ES PURSUANT TO THI'S SECTION, SO LONG AS SUCH
| NFORMATI ON DOES NOT CONTAI N ANY PERSONALLY | DENTI FYI NG | NFORVATI ON AND
NOT OTHERW SE PROTECTED BY STATE OR FEDERAL LAW

S 2. This act shall take effect April 1, 2016.



