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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 7, 2015

Introduced by M of A STECK -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the judiciary law, in relation to the tineliness of
judicial decisions

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Article 2-A of the judiciary |law is anmended by addi ng a new
section 49 to read as foll ows:

S 49. TIMELY JUDI ClI AL DECI SIONS. 1. A JUDGE SHALL RENDER DECI SI ONS ON
MOTI ONS AND | SSUE NON- JURY VERDICTS IN A TI MELY MANNER

2. TIMELY | S DEFI NED AS BEI NG NO LATER THAN NI NE MONTHS FROM THE DATE
THE PARTI ES HAVE FULLY SUBM TTED THE MATTER FOR THE JUDGE'S CONSI DER-
ATI ON.

3. THE FAILURE TO MAKE A TI MELY DECI SI ON SHALL BE CONSI DERED M SCON-
DUCT. THE CLERK OF THE COURT SHALL REFER ANY UNTI MELY DECI SI ONS TO THE
COW SSI ON FOR CONSI DERATI ON OF PCSSI BLE DI SCI PLI NE OF THE JUDGE

4. A JUDGE SHALL NOT | NTERFERE W TH THE CLERK' S DUTY TO TRANSM T SUCH
| NFORMATI ON TO THE COVMM SSI ON.  ANY SUCH | NTERFERENCE MAY SUBJECT A JUDGE
TO REMOVAL FROM OFFI CE.

5. THE COW SSI ON SHALL REMOVE FROM OFFI CE ANY JUDGE FOUND TO BE |IN
VI OLATI ON OF THI' S SECTI ON MORE THAN FI VE TI MES, AND MAY | SSUE SUCH LESS-
ER PENALTIES AS | T DEEMS APPROPRI ATE FOR LESS NUMEROUS VI OLATI ONS.

6. A JUDGE SHALL BE REMOVED FROM OFFI CE FOR FAI LURE TO RENDER A DECI -
SION ON A MOTI ON OR A NON-JURY VERDI CT WTHI N TWO YEARS FROM THE DATE
THE PARTIES HAVE FULLY SUBM TTED THE MATTER FOR THE JUDGE' S CONSI DER-
ATI ON.

7. WTH RESPECT TO MATTERS CURRENTLY PENDI NG BEFORE A JUDGE WH CH HAVE
NOT BEEN DECI DED WTHIN THE TIME LIMT SET FORTH I N SUBDIVISION SI X OF
THI'S SECTION, THE JUDGE SHALL HAVE SI X MONTHS TO RENDER A TI MELY DECI -
SION. I|F A DECISION | S NOT RENDERED W THI N SUCH TI ME, ALL PENALTIES SET

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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FORTH IN TH S STATUTE SHALL APPLY, | NCLUDI NG THE PENALTY PRESCRI BED | N
SUBDI VI SION SI X OF TH' S SECTI ON.

8. A JUDGE MAY BE EXCUSED FROM COVPLI ANCE FOR EXTRAORDI NARY Cl RCUM
STANCES AS SUCH ARE DETERM NED BY THE COW SSION OR WHEN A JUDGE HAS
REQUESTED THAT THE CHI EF ADM NI STRATI VE JUDGE TRANSFER THE MATTER TO
ANOTHER JUDGE WHEN HE OR SHE HAS A GOOD FAI TH BASI S FOR BELI EVING HE OR
SHE CANNOT DECI DE THE MATTER IN A TIMELY FASH ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2017.



