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STATE OF NEW YORK

6977
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
April 16, 2015

Introduced by M of A NOLAN -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing conmmuni-
ty-based prograns providing supports and services for individuals wth
neurol ogi cal |l y-based I|earning disorders to re-engage with school or
adul t educati on

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education law is anended by adding a new article 94 to
read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 94
YOUTH AND ADULTS W TH NEURCLOG CALLY- BASED LEARNI NG DI SORDERS
SECTI ON 4650. DEFI NI TI ONS.
4651. PILOT FOR COVMUNI TY- BASED PROGRAMS PROVI DI NG SUPPORTS AND
SERVICES FOR IND VIDUALS WTH NEUROLOJ CALLY-BASED
LEARNI NG DI SORDERS TO RE- ENGAGE W TH SCHOOL OR ADULT
EDUCATI ON.

S 4650. DEFINITIONS. THE FOLLOANNG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG
MEANI NGS WHEN USED I N THI S ARTI CLE:

1. "NEUROLOG CALLY- BASED LEARNI NG DI SORDERS" SHALL MEAN A DI SORDER
RESULTI NG I N DEFI CI TS | N EXECUTI VE FUNCTI ONl NG AND/ OR DEFICI TS I N ONE OR
MORE OF THE BASI C PSYCHOLOG CAL PROCESSES | NVOLVED | N UNDERSTANDI NG OR
I N USI NG LANGUAGE, SPOKEN OR WRI TTEN, THAT MAY MANI FEST | TSELF IN THE
| MPERFECT ABI LI TY TO LI STEN, THI NK, SPEAK, READ, WRI TE, SPELL, OR TO DO
MATHEMATI CAL CALCULATI ONS, | NCLUDI NG CONDI TI ONS SUCH AS PERCEPTUAL DI SA-
BI LITIES, BRAIN I NJURY, M NI MAL BRAI N DYSFUNCTI ON, DYSLEXI A, AND DEVEL-
OPMENTAL APHASI A.

2. "EXECUTI VE FUNCTIONING' SHALL MEAN THE MANAGEMENT, REGULATI ON
AND/ OR CONTROL OF COGNI Tl VE PROCESSES | NCLUDI NG WORKI NG MEMORY,  REASON-
ING TASK FLEXIBILITY, AND PROBLEM SOLVING AS WELL AS PLANNI NG AND
EXECUTI ON.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. "I ND VI DUAL W TH NEUROLOG CALLY- BASED LEARNI NG DI SORDERS" ("I NDI -
VI DUAL") SHALL MEAN AN | NDI VI DUAL, AGE SEVENTEEN OR OLDER, WTH A DI AG
NCSED OR SUSPECTED NEUROLOG CALLY- BASED LEARNI NG DI SORDER OR A RELATED
NEUROLOG CAL | MPAIRVENT WHO |S NOT ENROLLED I N SCHOOL, AN ADULT BASI S
EDUCATI ON PROGRAM A HI GH SCHOOL EQUI VALENCY DI PLOVA PROGRAM OR A CAREER
SCHOCOL; OR AN INDIVIDUAL WTH A DIAGNOSED OR  SUSPECTED
NEUROLOGQ CALLY- BASED LEARNI NG DI SORDER OR RELATED NEUROLOG CAL | MPAI R-
MENT ENROLLED IN AN ADULT BASI C EDUCATI ON PROGRAM A HI GH SCHOOL EQUI V-
ALENCY DI PLOVA PROGRAM A CAREER SCHOOL OR SIM LAR EDUCATI ONAL  PROGRAM
BUT WHO | S NOT DEMONSTRATI NG A LEVEL OF SUCCESS W TH SUCH PROGRAM THAT
WOULD LI KELY LEAD TO GRADUATI ON OR SUCCESSFUL COVPLETI ON.

4. "1 NDI VI DUAL EDUCATI ON AND EMPLOYMENT PLAN' SHALL MEAN A PERSON- CEN-
TERED WRI TTEN DOCUMENT DEVELOPED BY A COMVUNI TY- BASED PROGRAM PROVI DI NG
SUPPORTS AND SERVICES FOR AN [IND VIDUAL WTH A NEUROLOG CALLY- BASED
LEARNI NG DI SCRDER, DEVELOPED W TH THE PARTI CI PATI ON OF THAT | NDI VI DUAL.
SUCH PLAN SHALL | NCLUDE A STATEMENT OF THE | NDI VI DUAL' S CURRENT LEVEL OF
ACADEM C ACHI EVEMENT; A DESCRI PTI ON OF HON THE | NDI VI DUAL' S DI SABI LI TY
AND LEARNI NG STYLE AFFECTS H'S OR HER PARTICI PATION IN THEIR DESIRED
EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAM A STATEMENT OF MEASURABLE GOALS, | NCLUDI NG FUNC-
TI ONAL, EDUCATI ONAL AND CAREER GOALS; A STATEMENT DESCRI BI NG THE
SUPPCORTS AND SERVI CES TO BE PROVI DED TO SUCH | NDI VI DUAL BY THE COMMUNI -
TY- BASED PROGRAM | N CRDER TO MEET THOSE GOALS; AND A STATEMENT OF EDUCA-
TI ONAL ACCOVMODATI ONS AND MODI FI CATI ONS REQUI RED BY THE I NDI VIDUAL TO
ACH EVE SUCCESS IN H'S OR HER DESI RED EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAM WH CH MAY
I NCLUDE ASSI STI VE TECHNOLOGY.

5. "SOFT SKILLS" SHALL MEAN PERSONAL ATTRI BUTES THAT ENHANCE AN | NDI -
VI DUAL' S SOCI AL | NTERACTI ONS, EDUCATI ONAL ACHI EVEMENT, JOB PERFORMANCE
AND CAREER PROSPECTS.

6. "SERVI CE NAVI GATI ON' SHALL MEAN SERVI CES THAT | DENTIFY COVWUN TY
RESOURCES THAT COULD BENEFI T THE | NDI VI DUAL" S QUALI TY OF LI FE AND EDUCA-
TI ONAL AND EMPLOYMENT GOALS BY TARGETI NG THE SPECI FI C COVWUNI TY AGENCI ES
AND ORGANI ZATIONS THAT WLL HELP | NDI VIDUALS ATTAIN THEI R SPECI FI C
NEEDS. SERVI CE NAVI GATI ON ALSO HELPS THE | NDI VI DUAL COORDI NATE MJLTI PLE
SERVI CES, OBTAI N NECESSARY ACCOVMODATIONS FOR THEIR DI SABILITY, AND
SEEKS TO ENSURE THAT THE | NDI VI DUAL UNDERSTANDS HOW TO ADVOCATE FOR
THEMSELVES | N SOCI AL, EDUCATI ON, AND EMPLOYMENT SETTI NGS.

7. "ASSI| STI VE TECHNOLOGY" SHALL MEAN ANY | TEM PIECE OF EQUI PMENT, OR
PRODUCT SYSTEM WHETHER ACQUI RED COMMERCI ALLY, MODI FI ED, OR CUSTOM ZED,
THAT S USED TO | NCREASE, MAI NTAIN, OR | MPROVE FUNCTI ONAL CAPABI LI TI ES
OF INDI VI DUALS W TH NEUROLOG CALLY- BASED LEARNI NG DI SORDERS.

8. "COVMUNI TY- BASED PROGRAMS PROVI DI NG SUPPORTS AND SERVI CES FOR | NDI -
VI DUALS W TH NEUROLOGQ CALLY- BASED LEARNI NG DI SORDERS" SHALL MEAN A NEW
YORK STATE BASED NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANI ZATION W TH FI VE YEARS OR MORE
EXPERI ENCE PROVI DI NG COMVUNI TY- BASED SUPPORTS AND SERVI CES FOR | NDI VI D
UALS W TH NEUROLOG CALLY- BASED LEARNI NG DI SCRDERS.

S 4651. PILOT FOR COMVUNI TY-BASED PROGRAMS PROVI DI NG SUPPORTS AND
SERVI CES FOR | NDI VI DUALS W TH NEUROLOG CALLY- BASED LEARNI NG DI SORDERS TO
RE- ENGAGE W TH SCHOOL OR ADULT EDUCATION. 1. THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED
UNDER THE EXERCI SE OF AUTHORITY AND CONTROL OF THE COW SSIONER A
PROGRAM FOR COMMUNI TY- BASED PROGRAMS PROVI DI NG SUPPORTS AND SERVI CES FOR
I NDI VI DUALS W TH NEURCLOG CALLY-BASED LEARNI NG DI SORDERS TO RE- ENGAGE
W TH SCHOOL OR ADULT EDUCATI ON.

2. THE PURPGSE OF SUCH PI LOT PROGRAM AS DESCRI BED I N SUBDI VI SION  ONE
OF TH'S SECTION SHALL BE TO PROVI DE SUPPORTS AND SERVI CES FOR | NDI VI D-
UALS W TH NEUROLOG CALLY- BASED LEARNI NG DI SCRDERS, AS DEFI NED | N SECTI ON
FORTY- NI NE HUNDRED FI FTY OF THI S ARTI CLE, TO ATTAIN NECESSARY SKILLS,
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AND WHERE POSSI BLE, NECESSARY RESOURCES TO ACHI EVE SUCCESS | N EDUCATI ON
AND EMPLOYMENT. SCHOOL- AGE | NDI VI DUALS W TH NEUROLOGQ CALLY- BASED LEARN-
| NG DI SORDERS W LL RECEI VE NECESSARY SUPPORTS AND SERVI CES FOR ACHI EVI NG
SUCCESS | N PUBLI C OR PRI VATE SCHOOL, WH LE | NDI VI DUALS OLDER THAN SCHOOL
AGE WLL BE PROVI DED NECESSARY SUPPORTS AND SERVI CES FOR SUCH | NDI VI D-
UALS TO ACHI EVE SUCCESS | N ADULT BASI C EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS, ADULT LI TERA-
CY PROGRAMS, OR CAREER SCHOOLS. A GOAL FOR ALL SUCH I NDI VIDUALS WLL BE
LEGAL EMPLOYMENT PAYI NG M Nl MUM WAGE OR BETTER AND I N SETTI NGS THAT ARE
FULLY | NTEGRATED W TH PERSONS W TH NO | DENTI FI ED DI SABI LI Tl ES.

3. PILOT FOR COVMUNI TY- BASED PROGRAMS PROVI DI NG SUPPORTS AND SERVI CES
FOR | ND VIDUALS W TH NEUROCLOG CALLY-BASED LEARNI NG DI SORDERS W LL BE
ELI G BLE TO RECElI VE FUNDI NG PURSUANT TO THIS ACT FOR THE PURPOSES OF
PROVI DI NG SUPPORTS AND SERVI CES DESCRIBED IN THI S SECTI ON FOR | NDI VI D-
UALS W TH NEUROLOG CALLY- BASED LEARNI NG DI SORDERS.

4. PILOT FOR COVMUNI TY- BASED PROGRAMS FUNDED PURSUANT TO THI'S SECTI ON
W LL:

(A) ESTABLI SH THAT | NDI VI DUALS MEET THE DEFI NI TION OF "1 NDI VI DUAL W TH
NEUROLOG CALLY-BASED LEARNING DI SORDERS' | N ORDER TO RECEI VE SUPPORTS
AND SERVI CES | N ACCORDANCE W TH THI S PROGRAM FOR PERSONS PRESENTI NG FOR
SERVI CES WHO DO NOT MEET THI' S DEFI NI TI ON, COVMUNI TY- BASED PROGRAMS SHALL
MAKE REASONABLE EFFORTS TO REFER SUCH | NDI VI DUALS TO PROGRAMS THAT MAY
BETTER MEET THElI R NEEDS.

(B) ASSESS THE FUNCTI ONAL, EDUCATI ONAL AND VOCATI ONAL NEEDS OF
ENROLLED | NDI VI DUALS | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PURPOSES OF THI S PROGRAM AS
DESCRIBED IN THI S SECTION WTH A WRI TTEN NEEDS ASSESSMENT.

(© ASSIST THE IND VIDUAL |IN ACQU Rl NG NECESSARY DOCUMENTATI ON TO
ESTABLI SH THAT SUCH | NDI VI DUALS MEET THE DEFI NI TION OF | NDI VI DUAL WTH A
NEUROLOG CALLY- BASED LEARNI NG DI SORDER, AND FOR PROVI DI NG SERVICES AND
SUPPORTS AS SPECI FI ED I N THE | NDI VI DUAL' S EDUCATI ON AND EMPLOYMENT PLAN.

(D) DEVELOP AN | NDI VI DUAL EDUCATI ON AND EMPLOYMENT PLAN FOR EACH | NDI -
VI DUAL ENROLLED TO RECElI VE SUPPORTS AND SERVI CES UNDER THE TERMS OF THI S
ARTI CLE. SUCH PLAN SHALL HAVE A PRI MARY GOAL OF THE | NDI VI DUAL ACHI EVI NG
THE NECESSARY SKILLS AND KNOALEDGE FOR SUCCESSFUL TRANSI TI ON TO SCHOOL,
ADULT EDUCATI ON OR CAREER TRAI NI NG, AS APPROPRI ATE FOR THAT | NDI VI DUAL.

(E) PROVI DE SUPPORTS AND SERVI CES TO ENRCOLLED | NDI VI DUALS | N ACCORD
ANCE WTH THE | NDI VI DUAL EDUCATI ON AND EMPLOYMENT PLAN. SUCH SERVI CES
SHALL | NCLUDE SOFT SKILLS TRAI NI NG AND SERVI CE NAVI GATI ON. SUCH SERVI CES
MAY ALSO | NCLUDE BUT NOT BE LI M TED TO ASSI STI VE TECHNOLOGY, FUNCTI ONAL
LI TERACY | NSTRUCTION, SELF ADVOCACY SKILLS TRAINING AND SUCH OTHER
SUPPORTS AND SERVI CES AS MAY BE SPECIFIED IN THE | NDI VIDUAL EDUCATI ON
AND EMPLOYMENT PLAN.

(F) UPON COVPLETION OF THI'S PILOT, COVMUNI TY- BASED PROGRAMS W LL REFER
INDI VIDUALS TO A SCHOOL, ADULT EDUCATI ON PROGRAM OR CAREER TRAI NI NG
PROGRAM COMMUNI TY- BASED PROGRAMS WLL PROVIDE FOR THE |ND VIDUAL A
VWRI TTEN TRANSI TI ON PLAN | DENTI FYI NG THE SPECI FI C ACTI ONS THE | NDI VI DUAL
MUST DO TO SUCCESSFULLY TRANSI TI ON TO THE EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAM  COVMUNI -
TY- BASED PROGRAMS W LL TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE ASSI ST | NDlI VIDUALS I N
SECURI NG A SUCCESSFUL TRANSI TI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



