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STATE OF NEW YORK

6679
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 30, 2015

Introduced by M of A CRESPO -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A ARROYO
MOYA, ORTI Z, RAMOS, RIVERA, RODRI GUEZ -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Hi gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education |aw and the public health Iaw, in relation
to requiring cultural awareness and conpetence training for all
nmedi cal professionals; to amend the public health law, in relation to
a public health education program and maki ng an appropriation there-
for

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by adding a new section 6505-d
to read as foll ows:

S 6505-D. COURSE WORK OR TRAINING IN CULTURAL AWARENESS AND COWPE-
TENCE. 1. EVERY PHYSICI AN, PHYSIClI AN ASSI STANT, DENTI ST, REGQ STERED
NURSE, LI CENSED PRACTI CAL NURSE, PODIATRI ST, OPTOVETRI ST AND DENTAL
HYG ENI ST PRACTICING IN THE STATE SHALL, ON OR BEFORE JULY FI RST, TWD
THOUSAND SEVENTEEN AND EVERY TWO YEARS THEREAFTER, COVPLETE COURSE WORK
OR TRAINING APPROPRI ATE TO THE PROFESSI ONAL' S PRACTI CE APPROVED BY THE
DEPARTMENT REGARDI NG CULTURAL AWARENESS AND COVPETENCE IN THE NON-DI S-
CRI M NATORY PROVI SI ON OF MEDI CAL SERVI CES, | N ACCORDANCE W TH REGULATORY
STANDARDS PROMULGATED BY THE DEPARTMENT, |IN CONSULTATION W TH THE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ALSO CONSULT WTH ORGAN ZA-
TI ONS REPRESENTATI VE OF PROFESSI ONS, | NSTI TUTI ONS AND THOSE W TH EXPER-
TI SE I N CULTURAL AWARENESS AND COVPETENCE W TH RESPECT TO THE REGULATORY
STANDARDS PROMULGATED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

2. EACH SUCH PROFESSI ONAL SHALL DOCUMENT TO THE DEPARTMENT AT THE TI ME
OF REGQ STRATI ON COMMENCI NG W TH THE FI RST REG STRATI ON AFTER JULY FI RST,
TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN THAT THE PROFESSI ONAL HAS COWPLETED COURSE WORK
OR TRAINING | N ACCORDANCE WTH THI S SECTI ON, PROVI DED, HOAEVER, THAT A
PROFESSI ONAL SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF PARAGRAPH (F) OF SUBDI VI SI ON

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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ONE OF SECTION TWENTY-ElI GHT HUNDRED FIVE-K OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW
SHALL NOT BE REQUI RED TO SO DOCUMENT.

3. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE AN EXEMPTI ON FROM THI S REQUI REMENT TO
ANYONE WHO REQUESTS SUCH AN EXEMPTI ON AND WHO (1) CLEARLY DEMONSTRATES
TO THE DEPARTMENT' S SATI SFACTI ON THAT THERE WOULD BE NO NEED FOR H M OR
HER TO COWLETE SUCH COURSE WORK OR TRAI NI NG BECAUSE OF THE NATURE OF
H'S OR HER PRACTICE OR (Il) THAT HE OR SHE HAS COWLETED COURSE WORK OR
TRAI NI NG DEEMED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO BE EQUI VALENT TO THE COURSE WORK OR
TRAI NI NG APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON

S 2. Paragraph (f) of subdivision 1 of section 2805-k of the public
health | aw, as anended by chapter 477 of the |laws of 2008, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

(f) Docunentation that the physician, dentist or podiatrist has
conpl eted the course work or training as mandated by section two hundred
thirty-nine of this chapter or section six thousand five hundred five-b
of the education | aw OR SECTI ON SI X THOUSAND FI VE HUNDRED FI VE-D OF THE
EDUCATI ON LAW A hospital or facility shall not grant or renew profes-
sional privileges or association to a physician, dentist, or podiatrist
who has not conpl eted such course work or training.

S 3. Section 206 of the public health law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 29 to read as foll ows:

29. THE COW SSI ONER | S AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED TO DEVELOP AND | MPLE-
MENT A STATEW DE, COVMUNI TY- BASED PUBLI C HEALTH EDUCATI ON PROGRAM TO
REDUCE THE ROOT CAUSES OF DISPARITIES IN M NORI TY HEALTH CARE. SUCH
EDUCATI ON PROGRAM SHALL BE Al MED AT HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONALS, PATI ENTS
AND PATI ENT ADVOCATES. THE COVM SSI ONER AND THE DEPARTMENT MAY CONSULT
W TH THE APPROPRI ATE PROFESSI ONALS | N DEVELOPI NG AND | MPLEMENTI NG SUCH A
PROGRAM THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL ADM NI STER ANY STATE FUNDS APPROPRI ATED
FOR SUCH HEALTH EDUCATI ON PROGRAM

S 4. The sum of one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000), or so nmuch
t hereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the departnent of
health out of any noneys in the state treasury in the general fund to
the credit of the state purposes account, not otherw se appropriated,
and made i mredi ately avail able, for such purpose of carrying out the
provi sions of section three of this act. Such noneys shall be payabl e on
the audit and warrant of the conptroller on vouchers certified or
approved by the conm ssioner of health, or his or her duly designated
representative in the manner prescribed by aw. No expenditure shall be
made fromthis appropriation until a certificate of approval of avail-
ability shall have been issued by the director of the budget and filed
with the state conptroller and a copy filed with the <chairman of the
senate finance commttee and the chairman of the assenbly ways and neans
commttee. Such certificate nmy be anmended fromtine to time by the
di rector of the budget and a copy of each such amendnent shall be filed
with the state conptroller, the chairman of the senate finance commttee
and the chairman of the assenbly ways and neans comittee.

S 5. This act shall take effect imediately.



