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Introduced by M of A SIMON, ARROYO, BARRON, BRENNAN, COOK, COLTON,
MOSLEY, SKOUFIS, STECK, WALKER -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
BLAKE, SCH MEL -- read once and referred to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to the closure of
hospital s

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and rmaybe cited as the "l ocal input
in community heal thcare act".

S 2. The public health |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 2801-i
to read as foll ows:

S 2801-1. CLOSURE OF HOSPI TALS. 1. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY PROVI SION OF
LAW TO THE CONTRARY, THE CLOSURE OF A GENERAL HOSPI TAL, SURRENDER OF AN
OPERATI NG CERTI FI CATE, OR ELI M NATION OF A SERVICE ALLONED FOR IN AN
OPERATI NG CERTI FI CATE PURSUANT TO TH'S ARTICLE SHALL BE SUBJECT TO
REVI EW AND APPROVAL BY THE COWM SSI ONER.

2. (A) NO LATER THAN THI RTY DAYS AFTER RECEI PT OF AN APPLI CATION FOR
CLOSURE OF A GENERAL HOSPI TAL IN A CTY WTH A POPULATION OF ONE M LLI ON
OR MORE, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL SUBM T A WRI TTEN REPORT TO THE COVMUNI TY
BOARD, THE CITY PLANNI NG COW SSION, THE CI TY COUNCI L MEMBER REPRESENT-
| NG THE AREA WTHI N WHICH THE FACI LI TY IS LOCATED, THE PRESI DENT OF THE
BOROUGH WTHIN WH CH THE FACILITY IS LOCATED, THE CONGRESSI ONAL REPRE-
SENTATI VE FOR THE DI STRICT IN WVHICH THE FACILITY 1S LOCATED, AND THE
STATE SENATOR AND THE ASSEMBLY MEMBER REPRESENTI NG THE AREA W THI N WHI CH
THE FACILITY IS LOCATED, OR THE CI TY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. SUCH WRI TTEN
REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE:

(1) THE ANTI Cl PATED | MPACT OF THE GENERAL HOSPI TAL'S CLOSURE ON ACCESS
TO HEALTH CARE SERVI CES BY MEMBERS OF THE SURROUNDI NG COVMUNI Tl ES,
| NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO RECI PI ENTS OF MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE FOR NEEDY
PERSONS, THE UNI NSURED, AND UNDERSERVED POPULATI ONS;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(2) SPECI FI C MEASURES THE DEPARTMENT AND OTHER PARTI ES HAVE TAKEN OR
WOULD TAKE TO AMELI ORATE SUCH ANTI ClI PATED | MPACT ON THE COVMUNI Tl ES;

(3) ANY FURTHER RECOMMENDATI ONS REGARDI NG ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE
SERVI CES I N COWUNI TI ES | MPACTED BY THE CLOSURE;

(4) AN ASSESSMENT OF THE ABILITY OfF THE STATE TO ASSUME FI NANCI AL
RESPONSI Bl LI TY OR | DENTI FY AN ALTERNATE OPERATOR; AND

(5) COWPLETE COPI ES OF THE APPLI CATI ON OR REQUEST FOR CLOSURE.

(B) THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL ALSO MAKE A FULL COPY OF SUCH REPORT AVAI L-
ABLE TO THE PUBLI C ON THE DEPARTMENT' S WEBSI TE.

3. SUCH COWUNI TY BOARD, CI TY COUNCI L MEMBER, STATE SENATOR, ASSEMBLY
MEMBER, CONGRESSI ONAL REPRESENTATI VE, AND BOROUGH PRESI DENT, CITY PLAN
NI NG COW SSI ON, OR CI TY HEALTH DEPARTMENT MAY REVI EW AND MAKE RECOMVEN-
DATI ONS BASED UPON SUCH WRI TTEN REPORT BY THE COWM SSI ONER W THI N THI RTY
DAYS OF RECEIPT THEREOF. ANY RECOMVENDATI ON BY SUCH COVMUNI TY BQOARD,
CITY COUNCI L MEMBER, STATE SENATOR, ASSEMBLY MEMBER, CONGRESSI ONAL
REPRESENTATI VE, BOROUGH PRESI DENT, OR CI TY PLANNING COWM SSION, OR CI TY
HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF SUCH CI TY SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE COWM SSI ONER

4. UPON ANY DECI SION BY THE COW SSIONER TO APPROVE OR REJECT AN
APPLI CATION FOR CLOSURE OF A GENERAL HOSPI TAL IN A CITY WTH A POPU-
LATION OF ONE M LLI ON OR MORE, THE COW SSI ONER SHALL MAKE AVAI LABLE TO
THE PUBLI C ON THE DEPARTMENT' S VEBSI TE A WRI TTEN REPORT | NCLUDI NG

(A) A SUWARY OF THE |SSUES RAI SED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF
SECTI ON TVENTY- El GHT HUNDRED ONE- G OF THI S ARTI CLE AND A SUMMARY OF ANY
RECOVMENDATI ONS SUBM TTED BY THE COMMUNI TY BOARD, CI TY COUNCI L MEMBER,
STATE SENATOR, ASSEMBLY MEMBER, CONGRESSI ONAL REPRESENTATI VE, BOROUGH
PRESI DENT, CITY PLANNI NG COMW SSI ON, OR CI TY HEALTH DEPARTMENT PURSUANT
TO SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF THI S SECTI ON;

(B) A STATEMENT OF THE REASONS VWHY ANY S| GNI FI CANT ALTERNATI VE RECOM
MENDATI ONS MADE PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION ONE OF SECTI ON TWENTY- El GHT
HUNDRED ONE- G OF THI S ARTI CLE AND SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF THI S SECTI ON WERE
OR VWERE NOT | NCORPORATED | NTO THE FI NAL PLAN;

(C) A DESCRI PTI ON OF ANY CHANGES MADE TO THE PROPOSED PLAN AS A RESULT
OF THE | SSUES RAI SED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON ONE OF SECTI ON TVENTY- EI GHT
HUNDRED ONE- G OF THI S ARTI CLE AND THE RECOVMENDATI ONS SUBM TTED BY THE
COWUNI TY BOARD, CITY COUNCIL MEMBER, STATE SENATOR, ASSEMBLY MEMBER,
CONGRESSI ONAL REPRESENTATI VE, BOROUGH PRESI DENT, CITY PLANNING COW S-
SION, CITY HEALTH DEPARTMENT OR MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C PURSUANT TO SUBDI -
VI SI ON THREE OF THI S SECTI ON; AND

(D) A COWLETE COPY OF THE PROPOCSED DECISION OF THE COW SSI ONER
REGARDI NG THE CLOSURE OF THE HOSPI TAL, | NCLUDI NG ALL PROPOSED TERMS,
CONDI TI ONS AND PLANS FOR PROVIDING HEALTH SERVICES TO THE AFFECTED
COVMUNI TI ES AND POPULATI ONS.

5. THE COW SSIONER MAY ONLY APPROVE THE APPLI CATION | F HE OR SHE
REASONABLY DETERM NES THAT THE NEEDS OF THE COWUNITY AND | MPACTED
STAKEHOLDERS, | NCLUDING BUT NOT LIM TED TO ACCESS TO EMERGENCY MEDI CAL
CARE, CAN BE ADEQUATELY MET.

6. NO CLOSURE SHALL BE APPROVED UNDER THI S SECTI ON UNLESS THE COW S-
SIONER COWPLIES W TH THE PROVI SIONS OF THI'S SECTI ON AND THE PROVI SI ONS
OF SECTI ON TWENTY- El GHT HUNDRED ONE- G OF THI S ARTI CLE.

7. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE ANY RULES NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE
THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI' S SECTI ON.

S 3. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 2801-g of the public health |aw,
as added by chapter 541 of the |aws of 2010, are amended to read as
fol | ows:

1. No later than [thirty] FORTY-FIVE days after [the] AN APPLI CATI ON
FOR closure of a general hospital, the comm ssioner shall hold a public
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community forum for the purpose of obtaining public input concerning the
antici pated i nmpact of the general hospital's closure on access to health
care services by nmenbers of the surrounding comunity, including but not
limted to recipients of nedical assistance for needy persons, the unin-
sured, and underserved popul ati ons, and options and proposals to aneli o-
rate such anticipated 1npact. The conmm ssioner shall afford comunity
menbers, health care providers, |abor unions, payers, businesses [and],
consuners, THE COVMUNI TY BOARD, THE CI TY PLANNI NG COW SSI ON, THE CI TY
COUNCI L MEMBER REPRESENTING THE AREA WTHIN VWH CH THE FACILITY IS
LOCATED, THE CONGRESSI ONAL REPRESENTATI VE FOR THE DI STRICT I N WHI CH THE
FACILITY | S LOCATED, THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOROUGH WTH N WH CH THE
FACILITY IS LOCATED, AND THE STATE SENATOR AND ASSEMBLY MEMBER REPRES-
ENTI NG THE AREA WTHIN WHHCH THE FACILITY IS LOCATED, a reasonable
opportunity to speak about relevant matters at such comrunity forum THE
COW SSI ONER  SHALL ALSO ACCEPT COMWVENTS SUBM TTED I N WRI TI NG AT SUCH
PUBLI C FORUM AND BY MAIL WTH N A REASONABLE Tl MEFRAME. AT LEAST TEN
DAYS PRIOR TO SUCH COWUNITY FORUM THE COW SSI ONER SHALL RELEASE
PUBLI CLY AND POST ON | TS WEBSI TE A COWLETE COPY O THE COW SSI ONER' S
REPORT RELATED TO THE CLOSURE REQUI RED BY SUBDI VI SI ON TWO OF SECTI ON
TVENTY- El GHT HUNDRED ONE-1 OF THI S ARTI CLE

2. No later than [sixty] TH RTY days after holding a conmunity forum
pursuant to subdivision one of this section, the conm ssioner shall nake
available to the public on the departnment's website [information] A
VWRI TTEN REPORT regar di ng:

(a) the anticipated i npact of the general hospital's closure on access
to health care services by nmenbers of the surrounding community, i ncl ud-
ing but not limted to recipients of medical assistance for needy
persons, the uninsured, and underserved popul ati ons;

(b) specific neasures the departnment and other parties have taken or
will take to ameliorate such anticipated inpact; [and]

(c) any further recommendations regarding access to health care
services in comunities inpacted by the general hospital's closure; AND

(D) | NFORVATI ON  ABOUT TRANSI TI ONAL MEDI CAL SERVI CES TO THE | MPACTED
COVMUNI TI ES, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED TO ARRANGEMENTS FOR CONTI NUI TY OF
CARE

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



