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STATE OF NEW YORK

6394
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 23, 2015

Introduced by M of A PERRY, STECK, BRONSON -- read once and referred
to the Commttee on Election Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to enacting the "forfei-
ture of canpaign finance accounts and return of contributions act”

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "forfeiture
of canpai gn finance accounts and return of contributions act."

S 2. The election law is amended by adding a new section 14-132 to
read as foll ows:

S 14-132. FORFEITURE OF CAMPAIGN FINANCE ACCOUNTS AND RETURN OF
CONTRIBUTIONS. 1. THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION SHALL APPLY TO ANY
PERSON WHO HOLDS OR MAI NTAINS A CAMPAI GN FI NANCE ACCOUNT OR ACCOUNTS
SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE WHO

(A) I'S INDI CTED OR CHARGED WTH A CRIME OR | S CHARGED WTH A VI OLATI ON
OF THE STATE ETHI CS LAW AND RESIGNS FROM OFFICE DUE TO SAID CHARGES
PRIOR TO CONVICTION OR ADJUDI CATI ON AND COVPLETE DI SPOSI TI ON OF SAI D
CHARGES; OR

(B) I'S CONVI CTED OF A FELONY OR CRI ME FOR WHI CH SUCH CONVI CTI ON  WOULD
DI SQUALI FY THE PERSON FROM HOLDING THE ELECTED OFFI CE FOR WHI CH THE
CAMPAI GN FUNDS WERE RAI SED; OR

(©) RESIGNS FROM OFFI CE DUE TO FORVAL COVPLAI NTS FI LED W TH AND CHARG
ES BROUGHT BY THE LEGQ SLATI VE ETHI CS COW SSI ON, ESTABLI SHED BY SECTI ON
El GHTY OF THE LEG SLATI VE LAW FOR VI OLATI ON OF STATE ETHI CS LAWS PRI OR
TO COVPLETE ADJUDI CATI ON AND DI SPOSI TI ON OF SUCH COVPLAI NTS OR CHARGES.

2. ALL SUCH CAMPAI GN FI NANCE ACCOUNTS SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF
THI'S ARTI CLE AND HELD OR MAI NTAI NED BY ANY PERSON DESCRI BED | N SUBDI VI -
SION ONE OF THHS SECTION OR, ON BEHALF OF SUCH PERSON, SHALL BE
FORFEI TED TO THE CUSTODY AND THE CONTROL OF THE OFFI CE OF THE NEW YORK
STATE COVWTROLLER W THI N TEN DAYS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF RESI GNATI ON
O SAID PERSON' S FORFEITURE OF THEIR OFFICE. THE TREASURER OF THE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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CAMPAI GN COW TTEE AND THE FORMER OFFI CE HOLDER FOR WHICH THE CAMPAI GN
FI NANCE ACCOUNT WAS MAI NTAINED, SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR COWVPLI ANCE
WTH N THE PERIOD SET FORTH IN THIS ARTICLE OR SAID PERSON SHALL BE
SUBJECT TO A CIVIL PENALTY OF ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS PER DAY UNTIL COWPLI -
ANCE | S MET.

3. THE NEW YORK STATE COVWPTROLLER SHALL ESTABLI SH A FORFEI TED CAMPAI GN
FINANCE FUNDS ACCOUNT FOR THE PURPOSE OF THE RETURN OF SAI D CAMPAI GN
FUNDS TO THE ORI G NAL DONORS AND SHALL ESTABLISH A PROCESS TO PROVI DE
FOR THE MOST EXPEDI TI OQUS RETURN OF CAMPAI GN FI NANCE FUNDS TO DONORS I N
THE ORDER OF LAST DONOR FIRST, UNTIL SUCH FUNDS HAVE BEEN FULLY
EXPENDED. TO THE EXTENT THAT I T IS NOT PGSSI BLE TO ASCERTAI N THE | DENTI -
TY OF |INDIVIDUAL DONORS, ANY REMAIN NG UNCLAI MED FORFEI TED CAMPAI GN
FI NANCE FUNDS MAY BE APPLI ED TO THE NEW YORK STATE COWTROLLER S COST TO
ADM NI STER THE FORFEI TED CAMPAI GN FI NANCE FUND ACCOUNT.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date upon which it shall becone a | aw



