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STATE OF NEW YORK

S. 4440--A A 6317--A
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
SENATE- ASSEMBLY
March 20, 2015

I N SENATE -- Introduced by Sen. LAVALLE -- read twi ce and ordered print-
ed, and when printed to be conmtted to the Commttee on Environnental
Conservation -- reconmtted to the Conmittee on Environnental Conser-
vation in accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- commttee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted
to said commttee

IN ASSEMBLY -- Introduced by M of A THH ELE -- read once and referred
to the Commttee on Environmental Conservation -- reconmtted to the
Committee on Environnmental Conservation in accordance with Assenbly
Rule 3, sec. 2 -- comittee discharged, bill anmended, ordered
reprinted as anended and reconmitted to said comrttee

AN ACT to anend the environmental conservation law, in relation to
establishing a commercial fisheries accessibility task force and
providing for its powers and duties; and providing for the repeal of
such provi sions upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The environnmental conservation |law is anmended by adding a
new section 13-0102 to read as foll ows:

S 13-0102. COMVERCI AL FI SHERI ES ACCESSI BI LI TY TASK FORCE.

1. CREATION OF COMMVERCI AL FISHERIES ACCESSIBILITY TASK FORCE. (A
THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED W THI N THE DEPARTMENT A COMMERCI AL FI SHERI ES
ACCESSI BI LITY TASK FORCE, HEREI NAFTER "TASK FORCE", TO MAKE RECOVMENDA-
TIONS ON PLANS, POLICIES, LAWS, REGULATIONS, AND PROGRAMS TO | MPROVE
ACCESS TO THE COMMVERCI AL MARI NE FI SHERI ES.

(B) THE TASK FORCE SHALL CONSIST OF TH RTEEN VOTI NG MEMBERS. THE
CHAlI RPERSON OF SAI D TASK FORCE SHALL BE THE COW SSI ONER OF THE DEPART-
MENT OR H' S OR HER DESI GNEE. OF THE REMAI NI NG TWELVE MEMBERS, FOUR SHALL
BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, FOUR SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE MAJORI TY

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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LEADER OF THE SENATE, AND FOUR SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE
ASSEMBLY.

(© OF THE MEMBERS APPO NTED, ALL SHALL BE RESI DENTS OF A COUNTY WHI CH
BORDERS THE MARI NE AND COASTAL DI STRICT. NONE OF THE APPO NTED MEMBERS
SHALL BE EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPARTMENT. THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE REPRESEN-
TATIVE OF | NDI VI DUAL AND ORGANI ZED COMVERCI AL AND RECREATI ONAL
SHELLFI SHI NG AND FI NFI SHI NG | NTERESTS | N THE STATE.

(D) AT NO TI ME SHALL THERE BE LESS THAN SEVEN MEMBERS OF THE TASK
FORCE WHO SHALL BE REPRESENTATI VE OF COMMERCI AL FI SHI NG | NTERESTS.

(E) MEMBERS MAY | NCLUDE, BUT SHALL BE NOT LIM TED TO BAYMEN, COMVER-
Cl AL FINFI SH FI SHERVEN OR WOMVEN, COWMMERCI AL  SHELLFI SH FI SHERMVEN OR
WOMEN, AND NEW YORK FI SHI NG RELATED BUSI NESS REPRESENTATI VES.

(F) PERSONS DESIGNATED OR APPO NTED TO THE TASK FORCE SHALL HAVE
DEMONSTRATED A LONG STANDI NG | NTEREST, KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE |IN
COMMVERCI AL OR RECREATI ONAL HARVESTI NG OF MARI NE RESOURCES.

(G THE TASK FORCE SHALL MEET NO LESS THAN FOUR TI MES PER YEAR AND AT
OTHER TI MES AT THE CALL OF THE CHAI RPERSON.

(H) ANY VACANCI ES ON THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE FILLED IN THE MANNER
PROVI DED FOR IN THE | NI TI AL APPO NTMENT.

(1) THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED TO HOLD PUBLI C HEARI NGS AND
MEETI NGS TO ENABLE | T TO ACCOWPLI SH I TS DUTI ES.

2. REPORT TO THE LEG SLATURE. NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 31, 2019, THE
TASK FORCE SHALL TRANSM T TO THE GOVERNOR, THE MAJORI TY LEADER OF THE
SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY A REPORT CONTAI NI NG RECOMVENDA-
TIONS TO ACCOWPLI SH THE FOLLOW NG

(A) DEFINE A NEW FRAMEWORK FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF NEW YORK' S FI SHERI ES
RESOURCES AND NEW YORK' S COMMERCI AL FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY;

(B) ENSURE A SUSTAI NABLE, ECONOM CALLY VI ABLE COWVERCI AL FI SHI NG
| NDUSTRY;

(© PROVIDE FOR MORE LOCAL | NDUSTRY |NPUT ON COWERCI AL FI SHI NG
MATTERS; AND

(D) REGULATORY AND STATUTORY CHANGES RELATED TO COMVERCI AL FI SHI NG
EFFORTS AND LI CENSES, PERM TS, ELI A BILITY REQJU REMENTS, TRANSFERABI LI -
TY, AND REQUALI FI CATIONS I N ORDER TO | MPROVE ACCESS TO THE COMVERCI AL
FI SHI NG | NDUSTRY.

S 2. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed January 1, 2020.



