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STATE OF NEW YORK

5892
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 5, 2015

Introduced by M of A KAVANAGH, COLTON, GALEF, GOTTFRIED, M LLER --
read once and referred to the Conmttee on El ecti on Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to designating additiona
partici pati ng agenci es for purposes of agency assisted voter registra-
tion

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The openi ng paragraph of section 5-211 of the election |aw,
as anmended by chapter 265 of the laws of 2013, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

Each agency designated as a participating agency under the provisions
of this section shall inplenent and adninister a program of distribution
of voter registration forns pursuant to the provisions of this section.
The following offices which provide public assistance and/ or provide
state funded prograns prinmarily engaged in providing services to persons
with disabilities are hereby designated as voter registration agencies:
desi gnated as the state agencies which provide public assistance are the
office of <children and famly services, the office of tenporary and
di sability assistance and the departnent of health. Al so designated as
public assistance agencies are all agencies of |ocal government that
provi de such assistance. Designated as state agencies that provide
progranms primarily engaged in providing services to people with disabil -
ities are the departnent of labor, office for the aging, division of
veterans' affairs, office of nental health, office of vocational and
educational services for individuals with disabilities, conmm ssion on
quality of care for the nmentally disabled, office [of nental retardation
and] FOR PEOPLE WTH devel opnental disabilities, comrmssion for the
blind, office of alcoholismand substance abuse services, the office of
t he advocate for the disabled and all offices which adm nister prograns
established or funded by such agencies. Additional state agencies desig-
nated as voter registration offices are the departnent of state and the
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di vi sion of workers' conpensation. Such agencies shall be required to
offer voter registration forns to persons upon initial application for
services, renewal or recertification for services and change of address
relating to such services. Such agencies shall also be responsible for
provi di ng assistance to applicants in conpleting voter registration
forms, receiving and transmtting the conpleted application formfrom
all applicants who wi sh to have such formtransmtted to the appropriate
board of elections. The state board of elections shall, together wth
representatives of the departnment of defense, devel op and i npl enent
procedures for including recruitment offices of the armed forces of the
United States as voter registration offices when such offices are so
desi gnated by federal |aw. The state board shall also mnake request of
the United States Inmmgration and Naturalization Service to include
applications for registration by mail with any naterials which are given
to new citizens. Al institutions of the state university of New York
and the city wuniversity of New York, shall, at the begi nning of the
school year, and again in January of a year in which the president of
the United States is to be elected, provide an application for registra-
tion to each student in each such institution. The state board of
el ections may, by regulation, grant a waiver from any or all of the
requirenents of this section to any office or program of an agency, if
it determines that it is not feasible for such office or program to
adm ni ster such requirenment. ALSO DESI GNATED AS PARTI Cl PATI NG AGENCI ES
ARE ALL PUBLI C LI BRARIES, WH CH SHALL BE REQUI RED TO OFFER VOTER REQ S-
TRATION FORVMS TO PERSONS ElIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER UPON I NI TI AL
APPLI CATI ON FOR A LI BRARY CARD. ALSO DESI GNATED AS PARTI Cl PATI NG AGEN-
ClES ARE ALL LOCAL HOUSI NG AUTHORI TI ES, WHI CH SHALL BE REQUI RED TO OFFER
VOTER REG STRATION FORVMS TO PERSONS UPON | NI TIAL APPLI CATION FOR
SERVI CES OR RECERTI FI CATI ON FOR SERVI CES. ALSO DESI GNATED AS PARTI Cl PAT-
| NG AGENCI ES ARE ALL PUBLIC H GH SCHOOLS, WHICH SHALL BE REQUIRED TO
OFFER VOTER REGQ STRATI ON FORMS TO ALL SENI ORS UPON THEI R GRADUATI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a |law, provided that the state board of elections
is authorized to pronul gate any rules necessary to inplenment this act on
or before its effective date.



