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Introduced by M of A KAVANAGH, CYMBROW TZ, ROSENTHAL, COLTON, CLARK

HOOPER -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A BRENNAN, BROCOK- KRASNY
LI FTON, PERRY -- read once and referred to the Committee on El ection
Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to the preparation,

contents and distribution of a paper panphlet containing information
relative to general elections, to repeal <certain provisions of the
election law, relating to distribution of copies of proposed anend-
nments to the constitution or other propositions or questions; and
providing for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivisions 2 and 3 of section 4-116 of the election |aw
are REPEALED

S 2. Paragraphs ¢ and d of subdivision 1 of section 4-108 of the
el ection | aw are REPEALED and subdi vi sion 3, as added by chapter 234 of
the laws of 1976, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. The attorney general shall advise in the preparation of such
[abstract and such] form of subm ssion.

S 3. The openi ng paragraph of subdivision 1 of section 4-120 of the
el ection |aw, as anended by chapter 359 of the |laws of 1989, is amended
to read as foll ows:

The board of elections shall publish once in each of the tw weeks
precedi ng a general election, or a special or village election conducted
by the board of elections, a notice specifying the day of the el ection,
and the public officers to be voted for within such county, or any part
thereof at such election. [If constitutional amendnments, or questions
are to be submtted to the voters of the state, the notice shall state
that fact and that a copy of each such amendnment or question may be
obtai ned at the board of elections, by any voter.] Such publication
shall be in two newspapers published within the county. |If the county

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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contains a city or cities, at least one of such newspapers shall be
published in the city, or the largest city, if there be nore than one.

S 4. Subdivision 1 of section 4-128 of the election | aw, as anended by
chapter 125 of the laws of 2011, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. The board of elections of each county shall provide the requisite
nunber of official and facsinmle ballots, two cards of instruction to
voters in the form prescribed by the state board of elections, FIVE
COPI ES OF EACH BALLOT PAMPHLET, at |east one copy of the instruction
bookl et for inspectors, a sufficient nunmber of maps, street finders or
ot her descriptions of all of the polling places and election districts
within the political subdivision in which the polling place is |ocated
to enable the election inspectors and poll <clerks to determne the
correct election district and polling place for each street address
within the political subdivision in which the polling place is |ocated,
di stance markers, tally sheets and return blanks, pens, black ink, or
bal | point pens with black ink, pencils having black | ead, envel opes for
the ballots of voters whose registration poll records are not in the
| edger or whose nanmes are not on the conputer generated registration
list, envelopes for returns, identification buttons, badges or enblens
for the inspectors and clerks in the formprescribed by the state board
of elections and such other articles of stationery as may be necessary
for the proper conduct of elections, except that when a town, city or
village holds an el ection not conducted by the board of elections, the
clerk of such town, «city or village, shall provide such official and
facsimle ballots and the necessary bl anks, supplies and stationery for
such el ection.

S 5. Subdivision 4 of section 5-204 of the election |aw is REPEALED
and subdivisions 3, 5 6, 7, 8 9 and 10 are renunbered subdivi sions 2,
3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8.

S 6. Subdivision 2 of section 4-117 of the election |aw is REPEALED
and subdi vision 3 is renunbered subdivision 2.

S 7. Article 7 of the election law is anended by adding a newtitle 3
to read as foll ows:

TITLE 111
BALLOT PAMPHLET
SECTI ON 7-300. LEGQ SLATI VE FI NDI NGS.
7-302. STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS TO PREPARE BALLOT PAMPHLET.
7-304. CONTENTS OF BALLOT PAMPHLET
7-306. PREPARATI ON OF BALLOT PROPCSAL MATERI ALS.
7-308. STATE | MMUNITY.
7-310. PRI NTI NG
7-312. DI STRI BUTI ON.
7-314. AUTHORI ZATI ON TO LOCAL COVMUNI TI ES.
7-316. CANDI DATE BI OGRAPHI ES.

S 7-300. LEQ SLATIVE FINDINGS. THE LEG SLATURE HEREBY FINDS AND
DECLARES THAT THE PURPOSE OF THI S TI TLE AND OF THE BALLOT PAMPHLET IS TO
FULLY AND FAIRLY | NFORM THE ELECTORATE ABOUT THE CANDI DATES AND ABOUT
THE | SSUES APPEARI NG ON THE BALLOT. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL
UNDERTAKE | TS RESPONSI Bl LI TIES I N THE MANNER BEST CALCULATED TO, AND ALL
THE PROVI SI ONS HEREI N SHALL BE CONSTRUED SO AS TO ACCOWPLI SH THAT GOAL.

S 7-302. STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS TO PREPARE BALLOT PAMPHLET. | T SHALL
BE THE DUTY OF THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, HERElI NAFTER REFERRED TO AS
THE STATE BOARD, TO PREPARE AND DI STRI BUTE A BALLOT PAMPHLET, IN THE
MANNER SET OUT |IN TH S TITLE, FOR EVERY GENERAL ELECTI ON CONDUCTED I N
THE STATE I N ANY YEAR IN WHI CH THE MAJORI TY OF THE SEATS I N THE ASSEMBLY
ARE OPEN TO ELECTION. NOT LATER THAN JANUARY THI RTY- FI RST OF EACH YEAR
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THE STATE BOARD SHALL FI X AND ANNOUNCE THE DATES FOR ALL DEADLI NES
PROVIDED FOR BY TH S TITLE. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS MAY DELEGATE
TH'S DUTY TO COUNTY BOARDS OF ELECTI ONS TO PREPARE PAMPHLETS FOR THEIR
OAN COUNTY.

S 7-304. CONTENTS OF BALLOT PAMPHLET. EACH BALLOT PAVPHLET SHALL
CONTAIN THE FOLLOW NG MATERI AL AND NO OTHER MATERI AL. 1. AN | NTRODUCTORY
STATEMENT SHALL BE PREPARED BY THE STATE BOARD EXPLAI NI NG

(A) THE DATE AND HOURS DURI NG WHI CH THE POLLS WLL BE OPEN FOR THE
GENERAL ELECTI ON;

(B) VOTER QUALI FI CATI ON REQUI REMENTS | N NEW YORK STATE;

(© WHEN, WHERE, AND HOW TO REG STER TO VOTE;

(D) WHEN, WHERE AND HOW ABSENTEE BALLOTS ARE OBTAI NED AND USED;

(E) INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO VOTE, |NCLUDING THE USE OF AFFI DAVI T
BALLOTS; AND

(F) ANY OTHER GENERAL | NFORVATI ON ON VOTI NG DEEMED NECESSARY OR USEFUL
TO THE ELECTORATE OR OTHERW SE CONS| STENT W TH THE GOALS OF THI S ARTI CLE
BY THE STATE BQOARD.

2. THE FOLLOW NG STATEMENT, PRI NTED I N BOLDFACE TYPE, SHALL FOLLOW THE
| NTRODUCTORY STATEMENT AND PRECEDE MATERIALS RELATED TO  BALLOT
PROPOSALS:

| MPORTANT:  THI'S PAMPHLET CONTAI NS | NFORVATI ON ON CANDI DATES RUNNI NG
FOR ELECTED OFFI CE AND ON PROPOSALS VHICH WLL BE ON THE BALLOT STATE-
WDE. THERE MAY ALSO BE PROPOSALS OF LOCAL | NTEREST ON THE BALLOT I N
YOUR COMVUNI TY. FOR | NFORMATI ON ON THESE LOCAL PROPOSALS, CONTACT YOUR
LOCAL BOARD OF ELECTI ONS AND SEE YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER.

3. MATERI ALS SHALL BE PREPARED FOR EACH BALLOT PROPOCSAL TO BE SUBM T-
TED TO A STATEW DE VOTE AT THE GENERAL ELECTI ON. SUCH MATERI ALS SHALL BE
PREPARED AS PRESCRI BED I N SECTI ON 7-306 OF THI S TI TLE, AND SHALL | NCLUDE
THE FOLLOW NG

(A) A TRUE COPY OF THE FORM OF THE BALLOT PROPCSAL, AS I T WLL APPEAR
ON THE BALLOI, SET QUT | N BOLDFACE OR | TALIC TYPE AT THE TOP OF THE
PAGE;

(B) A CONCI SE, | MPARTIAL, AND UNDERSTANDABLE EXPLANATION, NOT TO
EXCEED FIVE HUNDRED WORDS, STATI NG THE NATURE AND EFFECT OF THE BALLOT
PROPOSAL,;

(© THE FULL TEXT OF THE BALLOT PROPOSAL, WH CH SHALL BE PRI NTED SO AS
TO | NDI CATE BY THE USE OF | TALIC TYPE THE MATTER I F ANY THAT WOULD BE
ADDED TO THE STATE CONSTI TUTI ON OF LAW AND BY THE USE OF BRACKETS THE
MATTER | F ANY THAT WOULD BE DELETED THEREFROM AND

(D) AN EXPLANATION OF SUCH USE OF |ITALIC TYPE AND BRACKETS, AS
DESCRI BED | N PARAGRAPH (C) OF THI'S SuBDI VI SI ON.

4. CANDI DATE BI OGRAPHY | NFORMATI ON OBTAI NED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 7-316
OF TH S TITLE.

5. A CLEAR AND LEG BLE STATEMENT | NFORM NG | NDI VI DUALS THAT THEY NAY
ACCESS CANDI DATE Bl OGRAPHY | NFORVATION ON THE BOARD S WEBSI TE AND
I NCLUDE THE ADDRESS OF SUCH WEBSI TE.

S 7-306. PREPARATI ON OF BALLOT PROPCSAL MATERI ALS. 1. ALL MATERI ALS
REQUI RED BY SUBDIVISION THREE OF SECTION 7-304 OF TH'S TI TLE SHALL BE
PREPARED BY THE STATE BQOARD OF ELECTI ONS.

2. THE STATE BOARD SHALL CERTIFY AND MAKE PUBLI C THE FI NAL CONTENTS OF
THE BALLOT PAMPHLET NO LATER THAN SI XTY DAYS BEFORE THE ELECTION AT
VWH CH THE MEASURE | S TO APPEAR ON THE BALLOT.

S 7-308. STATE IMMUNITY. NO CAUSE OF ACTI ON SHALL ARI SE AGAI NST THE
STATE OF NEW YORK OR ANY ACGENCY OR EMPLOYEE THEREOF W TH RESPECT TO SUCH
BALLOT PAMPHLET EXCEPT AS CAUSED BY THE NEGLI GENCE OR WLLFUL ACTS OF
THE STATE OR OF I TS AGENTS OR EMPLOYEES.
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S 7-310. PRINTING 1. THE STATE BOARD SHALL CAUSE THE BALLOT PAMPHLET
TO BE PRINTED IN AS LEG BLE A MANNER AS PGCSSI BLE CONSI STENT WTH THE
PURPOSE OF THI S TITLE. I N THE EVENT THAT THE STATE BOARD DETERM NES THAT
THE PRI NTI NG OF THE BALLOT PAVPHLET WOULD BE MORE EFFI CI ENT AND ECONOW
| CAL | F DONE BY THE LOCAL BOARDS OF ELECTI ONS, THE STATE BOARD | S HEREBY
AUTHORI ZED TO |INSTRUCT ALL BOARDS OF ELECTIONS TO PRI NT THE BALLOT
PAVPHLET. SHOULD THE STATE BOARD SO | NSTRUCT THE BOARDS OF ELECTIONS, |IT
SHALL PROMPTLY RElI MBURSE EACH BOARD FOR THE ACTUAL COST OF PRODUCTI ON
I NCURRED BY SAI D BOARD.

2. THE STATE BOARD OR THE LOCAL BOARDS OF ELECTI ONS AS PROVI DED FOR I N
SUBDIVISION ONE OF THIS SECTION, SHALL ALSO PREPARE AND CAUSE TO BE
PRI NTED, AND DI STRI BUTE TO SUCH VOTERS AS | T DEEMS APPROPRI ATE, A TRANS-
LATI ON OF THE BALLOT PAMPHLET | NTO SPANI SH, RUSSIAN, AND ANY OTHER
LANGUAGES REQUIRED TO COWLY WTH THE VOTI NG RI GHTS ACT OF 1965, AS
AMENDED.

S 7-312. DISTRIBUTION. 1. THERE SHALL BE NO CHARGE FOR SINGLE COPIES
OF THE BALLOT PAMPHLET.

2. |IN ADDI TION TO THE REQUI REMENTS OF SECTION 7-300 OF THIS TITLE, IN
EVERY GENERAL ELECTION I N WHI CH A BALLOT PROPCSAL IS ON THE STATEW DE
BALLOT, THE STATE BOARD SHALL CAUSE A COPY OF THE BALLOT PAMPHLET TO BE
DI STRI BUTED TO AT LEAST ONE REG STERED VOTER | N EACH HOUSEHOLD. IN THE
EVENT THE STATE BOARD DETERM NES THAT DI STRIBUTION OF THE BALLOT
PAVPHLET WOULD BE MORE EFFI CI ENT AND ECONOM CAL |F DONE BY THE LOCAL
BOARDS OF ELECTIONS, THE STATE BOARD | S HEREBY AUTHORI ZED TO | NSTRUCT
ALL BOARDS OF ELECTIONS TO DI STRI BUTE THE BALLOT PAMPHLET TO AT LEAST
ONE REGQ STERED VOTER |IN EACH HOUSEHOLD. SHOULD THE STATE BOARD SO
I NSTRUCT THE BOARDS OF ELECTIONS, | T SHALL PROVIDE A SUFFI Cl ENT NUMBER
OF BALLOT PAMPHLETS TO EACH BOARD OF ELECTI ONS AND SHALL PROWPTLY REI M
BURSE EACH BOARD FOR THE ACTUAL COST OF POSTAGE | NCURRED BY SAID BOARD
I N DI STRI BUTI NG THE PAVMPHLET PROVI DED THAT SAlI D BOARD UTI LI ZE THE LOWEST
FEASI BLE POSTAGE RATE CHARGED BY THE UNI TED STATES POSTAL SERVI CE. THE
DI STRI BUTI ON OF THE BALLOT PAMPHLETS TO REAQ STERED VOTERS OR HOUSEHOLDS
SHALL BE MADE BETWEEN TWENTY AND FORTY DAYS BEFORE THE ELECTI ON TO WH CH
THEY PERTAI N.

3. SUFFI Cl ENT COPI ES SHALL ALSO BE PROVI DED TO BOARDS OF ELECTI ONS TO
PERM T EACH SUCH BOARD TO SUPPLY FI VE COPI ES TO EACH ELECTI ON DI STRI CT.

4. I N ADDI TI ON TO PROVI DI NG A SUFFI CI ENT NUMBER OF COPIES OF THE
PAVPHLET TO COVPLY W TH SUBDI VI SIONS TWO AND THREE OF THI S SECTI ON, THE
STATE BOARD SHALL CAUSE TO BE PRI NTED AT LEAST FI FTY THOUSAND ADDI TI ONAL
COPI ES AND PROVI DE THEM TO THOSE PERSONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS AND OTHER ENTI -
TIES THAT REQUEST THEM AT NO CHARGE, PROVI DED THAT THE STATE BOARD NAY
| MPOSE A CHARGE FOR BULK ORDERS OF GREATER THAN FI VE COPI ES AND MAY  SET
LIMTS ON THE TOTAL NUMBER OF COPI ES THAT ANY SI NGLE | NDI VI DUAL, ORGAN-
I ZATI ON OR OTHER ENTI TY MAY OBTAI N UPON REQUEST.

5. N ADDI TION TO ALL PRI NTED MATERI ALS, THE BOARD SHALL HAVE A COPY
OF THE PAMPHLET AVAI LABLE ON I TS WEBSI TE | N A PRI NTER- FRI ENDLY FORMAT.

S 7-314. AUTHORI ZATI ON TO LOCAL COVMUNI TI ES. THE LEGQ SLATI VE BODI ES OF
ALL CTIES, TOMS AND COUNTIES ARE HEREBY AUTHORI ZED TO ENACT LEG S-
LATI ON CONSI STENT WTH THE PROVI SIONS OF THIS TI TLE WHICH WOULD ENABLE
QUESTI ONS, PROPOSI TI ONS, AND | SSUES ON THE BALLOT I'N SUCH CI TI ES, TOMS
AND COUNTI ES TO BE PRESENTED TO VOTERS BY MEANS OF A BALLOT PAMPHLET.
ANY SUCH PAMPHLET MAY, W TH THE APPROVAL OF THE STATE BOARD, BE MAI LED
TOGETHER W TH THE STATEW DE BALLOT PAMPHLET. THE ADDI TI ONAL EXPENSE OF
PREPARI NG PRI NTING AND DI STRI BUTI NG SUCH A PAMPHLET SHALL BE PAI D BY
SUCH G TY, TOAN OR COUNTY.
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S 7-316. CANDI DATE Bl OGRAPHI ES. 1. ANY CANDI DATE SEEKI NG NOM NATI ON OR
ELECTI ON AT THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTI ON TO ANY PUBLI C OFFICE, OR A DESI G
NATED AGENT ACTING ON BEHALF OF SUCH CANDI DATE, MAY, AT LEAST El GHT
VEEKS PRI OR TO THE GENERAL ELECTION, FILE WTH THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS
WTH WH CH NOM NATING AND DESI GNATI NG PETI TI ONS AND CERTI FI CATES FOR
SUCH OFFI CE ARE FI LED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 6- 144 OF TH S CHAPTER A SWORN
STATEMENT SETTING FORTH THE CANDI DATE'S OCCUPATI ON, EDUCATI ONAL AND
OCCUPATI ONAL BACKGROUND, PRI OR GOVERNMENTAL EXPERI ENCE, AND ANY OTHER
PERSONAL BACKGROUND OR EXPERI ENCE THAT THE CANDI DATE DEEMS RELEVANT TO
THE ELECTI ON CAMPAI GN.

2. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL, BY REGULATION, ESTABLISH THE
FORVAT AND LENGTH OF THE STATEMENT AUTHORI ZED UNDER THI' S SECTI ON AND
SHALL PROVI DE TO CANDI DATES A STANDARDI ZED FORM FOR PREPARI NG SUCH
STATEMENT.

3. WTH N FIVE DAYS AFTER THE LAST DAY FOR FI LI NG STATEMENTS UNDER
THI S SECTI ON, ALL LOCAL BOARDS OF ELECTIONS SHALL FORWARD ALL SUCH
CANDI DATE Bl OGRAPHI ES TO THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS I N ELECTRONI C FORM
IN A MANNER TO BE PRESCRI BED BY THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS.

4. WTH N FIVE DAYS OF RECElI PT OF ANY CANDI DATE BI OGRAPH ES FROM THE
LOCAL BOARDS OF ELECTI ONS, THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL CAUSE ALL
SUCH | NFORVATI ON CONTAINED |IN SAID CANDI DATE Bl OGRAPH ES TO BE MADE
AVAI LABLE AT ALL TIMES ON THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS WEBSI TE UNTI L ONE
DAY AFTER THE ELECTI ON.

5. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL | NCORPORATE ALL THE | NFORMATI ON
| T RECEI VES | NTO THE PAVMPHLET AS AUTHORI ZED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON FOUR
OF SECTION 7-304 OF THI'S TI TLE.

6. |IN THE EVENT THAT ANY CANDI DATE BI OGRAPHI ES RECEI VED BY THE STATE
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, FROM ANY LOCAL BOARD OF ELECTIONS, IS NOT IN ELEC
TRONIC FORM THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL, W THI N TEN DAYS AFTER
RECEI PT OF SUCH CANDI DATE BI OGRAPHY, CONVERT SUCH CANDI DATE BI OGRAPHY TO
ELECTRONI C FORM AND CAUSE SAI D CANDI DATE | NFORVATI ON TO BE MADE AVAI L-
ABLE AT ALL TIMES ON THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS WEBSI TE UNTI L ONE DAY
AFTER THE ELECTI ON.

S 8. Subdivision 2 of section 16-100 of the election |law, as anended
by section 4 of part E of chapter 399 of the laws of 2011, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

2. The county court is vested with jurisdiction to sunmarily determn ne
any question of law or fact except proceedings as to a nom nation or
el ection at a primary election or a nomnation at a judicial convention,
proceedi ngs as to the casting and canvass of ballots, proceedings for
exam nation or preservation of ballots and proceedings to enforce the
provi sions of article fourteen of this chapter AND PROCEEDI NGS AS TO THE
CONTENTS OF STATEMENTS ON CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMVENTS, QUESTIONS AND
PROPGCSI TI ONS.

S 9. On or before March 1, 2021 the board of elections shall submt a
report to the governor and the | egislature evaluating the effectiveness
of ballot panphlets as a tool to increase voter awareness, registration
and participation. Such report shall include statistics on voter partic-
i pati on both before and after ballot panphlets were distributed and
findings and recommendations on continuing and inproving title 3 of
article 7 of the election |aw

S 10. This act shall take effect April 1, 2017 and shall expire May 1,
2021, when upon such date the provisions of this act shall be deened
r epeal ed.
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REPEAL NOTE. - - Subdivisions 2 and 3 of section 4-116 of such | aw,
proposed to be repealed by this act, provides for publication of
proposed constitutional anendnents.

Paragraphs ¢ and d of subdivision 1 of section 4-108 of such | aw,
proposed to be repealed by this act, provide for a transmittal to county
boards of an abstract of proposed constitutional amendnments and for the
formof the proposed constitutional anendnent.

Subdivision 4 of section 5-204 of the election |aw, proposed to be
repeal ed by this act, provides for distribution of copies of proposed
constitutional anendnments and questions at |ocal registration.

Subdi vi sion 2 of section 4-117 of such |law, proposed to be repeal ed by
this act, provides for mailing copies of proposed constitutional amend-
ments and questions to registered voters.



