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STATE OF NEW YORK

5767
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 4, 2015

Introduced by M of A CUSICK -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic aw and the insurance law, in
relation to the added requirenent of a notor vehicle accident
prevention course for driving while under the influence of al cohol or
drugs viol ati ons

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 1199 of the vehicle and traffic |aw, as added by
section 1 of part E of chapter 59 of the laws of 2004, is anended to
read as foll ows:

S 1199. Driver responsibility assessment AND MOTOR VEH CLE ACCI DENT
PREVENTI ON COURSE REQUI REMENT. 1. In addition to any fines, fees,
penalties and surcharges authorized by |aw, any person convicted of a
vi ol ation of any subdivision of section eleven hundred ninety-tw of
this article, or any person found to have refused a chem cal test in
accordance with section el even hundred ninety-four of this article not
arising out of the same incident as a conviction for a violation of any
of the provisions of section eleven hundred ninety-two of this article,
shall becone liable to the departnent for paynment of a driver responsi-
bility assessnent as provided in this section AND FOR COWLETION OF A
MOTOR VEH CLE ACCI DENT PREVENTI ON COURSE APPROVED PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE
TWELVE-B OR TWELVE-C OF THI S CHAPTER W THI N SI X MONTHS OF NOTI CE BY THE
COW SSI ONER OF THE OBLI GATI ON TO COWLETE SUCH COURSE; PROVI DED, HOWEV-
ER, THAT COWPLETION OF SUCH COURSE PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL NOT
ENTI TLE SUCH INDIVIDUAL TO A PO NT REDUCTION OR |NSURANCE PREM UM
REDUCTI ON  PURSUANT TO SECTION TWENTY- THREE HUNDRED THI RTY- SI X OF THE
| NSURANCE LAW

2. The amount of the driver responsibility assessnment under this
section shall be two hundred fifty dollars per year for a three-year
peri od.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. Upon receipt of evidence that a person is liable for the driver
responsi bility assessnent OR MOTOR VEH CLE ACCI DENT PREVENTI ON COURSE
required by this section, the comm ssioner shall notify such person by
first class mail to the address of such person on file with the depart-
ment or at the current address provided by the United States postal
service of the anmobunt of such assessnent, the time and manner of making
requi red paynents, THE REQUI REMENT OF COVPLETI NG A MOTOR VEHI CLE ACCI -
DENT PREVENTI ON COURSE, and that failure to make paynent OR COVPLETE
SUCH COURSE shall result in the suspension of his or her driver's
license or privilege of obtaining a driver's license.

4. 1f a person shall fail to pay any driver responsibility assessment
OR COWLETE A MOTOR VEHI CLE ACCI DENT PREVENTI ON COURSE as provided in

this section, the comm ssioner shall suspend such person's driver's
license or privilege of obtaining a |icense. Such suspension shal
remain in effect until any and all outstanding driver responsibility

assessments have been paid in full AND SUCH PERSON HAS PROVI DED PROOF OF
COVPLETI ON OF A MOTOR VEHI CLE ACCI DENT PREVENTI ON COURSE.

5. The provisions of this section shall also be applicable to any
person convicted of any violation of section forty-nine-a of the naviga-
tion law, any person convicted of a violation of section 25.24 of the
parks, recreation and historic preservation |law, or any person found to
have refused a chemical test in accordance wth the appl i cabl e
provisions of either the navigation |aw or the parks, recreation and
hi storic preservation |aw not arising out of the sane incident as such
convi cti on.

S 2. Subdivision 4 of section 503 of the vehicle and traffic [aw, as
added by section 2 of part E of chapter 59 of the laws of 2004, para-
graph (f) as anended by section 2 of part Wof chapter 59 of the | aws of
2014, is anended to read as foll ows:

4. Driver responsibility assessnent AND MOTOR VEH CLE ACCI DENT
PREVENTI ON COURSE REQUI REMENT. (a) Any person who accumulates six or
nore points on his or her driving record for acts conmtted within an
ei ghteen nonth period shall becone liable to the departnment for paynent
of a driver responsibility assessment AND FOR COVPLETION OF A MOTOR
VEHI CLE ACCI DENT PREVENTI ON COURSE APPROVED PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE TWELVE- B
OR TWELVE-C OF THI S CHAPTER WTHI N SI X MONTHS OF NOTICE BY THE COW S-
SIONER OF THE OBLIGATION TO COWPLETE SUCH COURSE as provided in this
subdi vi si on

(b) The anobunt of the driver responsibility assessnent wunder this
section shall be one hundred dollars per year for a three-year period
for the first six points on a driver's record and an additional twenty-
five dollars per year for each additional point on such driver's record.

(c) Upon receipt of evidence that a person is liable for the driver
responsi bility assessment OR MOTOR VEHI CLE ACCI DENT PREVENTI ON COURSE
required by this subdivision, the comm ssioner shall notify such person
by first class mail to the address of such person on file wth the
departrment or at the <current address provided by the United States
postal service of the amount of such assessnment, the tine and nanner of
maki ng required paynents, THE REQUI REMENT OF COWMPLETI NG A MOTOR VEHI CLE
ACCl DENT PREVENTI ON COURSE, and that failure to nake paynment OR COVPLETE
SUCH COURSE shall result in the suspension of his or her driver's
license or privilege of obtaining a driver's license.

(d) If a person shall fail to pay any driver responsibility assessnent
OR COWLETE A MOTOR VEHI CLE ACCI DENT PREVENTI ON COURSE as provided in
t hi s subdi vi sion, the comm ssioner shall suspend such person's driver's
license or privilege of obtaining a |icense. Such suspension shal
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remain in effect until any and all outstanding driver responsibility
assessments have been paid in full AND SUCH PERSON HAS PROVI DED PROOF OF
COVPLETI ON OF A MOTOR VEHI CLE ACCI DENT PREVENTI ON COURSE.

(e) Any conpletion of a notor vehicle accident prevention course
approved pursuant to article twelve-B OR TWELVE-C of this chapter shal
not serve to reduce the calculation of points OR THE REDUCTI ON COF AN
| NSURANCE PREM UM PURSUANT TO SECTI ON TWENTY- THREE HUNDRED THI RTY- SI X OF
THE | NSURANCE LAWon a person's driving record for the purposes of this
secti on.

(f) Notwithstanding any other provision of Jlaw to the contrary,
commencing April first, two thousand six and ending March thirty-first,
two thousand fourteen, in each year, the first forty mllion seven
hundred thousand dollars of fees collected pursuant to this subdivision
and section eleven hundred ninety-nine of this chapter, in the aggre-
gate, shall be paid to the state conptroller who shall deposit such
noney in the state treasury pursuant to section one hundred twenty-one
of the state finance law to the credit of the general fund. Any such
fees collected in excess of such anmount shall be paid to the credit of
the conptroller on account of the dedicated highway and bridge trust
fund established pursuant to section eighty-nine-b of the state finance
| aw. Conmencing April first, two thousand fourteen and for each such
fiscal year thereafter, any such fees collected pursuant to this subdi-
vi sion and section el even hundred ninety-nine of this chapter shall be
paid to the credit of the conptroller on account of the dedicated high-
way and bridge trust fund established pursuant to section eighty-nine-b
of the state finance |aw

S 3. Subsection (a) of section 2336 of the insurance |aw, as anmended
by chapter 751 of the laws of 2005, is anended to read as foll ows:

(a) Any schedule of rates or rating plan for nmotor vehicle liability
and collision insurance submitted to the superintendent shall provide
for an appropriate reduction in prem umcharges for any insured for a
three year period after successfully conpleting a notor vehicle accident
prevention course, known as the national safety council's defensive
driving course, or any driver inprovement course approved by the depart-
ment of notor vehicles as being equivalent to the national safety coun-
cil's defensive driving course, provided that, except as provided in
article twelve-C of the vehicle and traffic law, there shall be no
reduction in premuns for a self instruction defensive driving course or
a course which does not provide for actual classroominstruction for a
m ni mum nunber of hours as determ ned by the departnent of notor vehi-
cles. Such reduction in prem um charges shall be subsequently nodified
to the extent appropriate, based wupon analysis of [|o0ss experience
statistics and other relevant factors. All such accident prevention
courses shall be nonitored by the departnent of notor vehicles and shal
i ncl ude components of instruction in "Road Rage" awareness and in "Wrk
Zone Safety" awareness as defined by the conm ssioner of notor vehicles.
The provisions of this section shall not apply to A MOTOR VEH CLE ACCI -
DENT PREVENTI ON COURSE COVPLETED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON FI VE HUNDRED THREE
OR ELEVEN HUNDRED NI NETY-NI NE OF THE VEH CLE AND TRAFFI C LAW OR att end-
ance at a program pursuant to article twenty-one of the vehicle and
traffic law as a result of any traffic infraction.

S 4. Subsection (a) of section 2336 of the insurance |aw, as anmended
by chapter 585 of the laws of 2002, is anended to read as foll ows:

(a) Any schedule of rates or rating plan for nmotor vehicle liability
and collision insurance submitted to the superintendent shall provide
for an appropriate reduction in prem umcharges for any insured for a
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three year period after successfully conpleting a notor vehicle accident
prevention course, known as the national safety council's defensive
driving course, or any driver inprovement course approved by the depart-
ment of notor vehicles as being equivalent to the national safety coun-
cil's defensive driving course, provided that in either event there
shall be no reduction in premuns for a self instruction defensive driv-
ing course or a course which does not provide for actual classroom
instruction for a m nimum nunber of hours as determ ned by the depart-
ment of notor vehicles. Such reduction in prem um charges shall be
subsequently nodified to the extent appropriate, based upon analysis of
| oss experience statistics and other relevant factors. Al such accident
prevention courses shall be nonitored by the departnent of notor vehi-
cles and shall include conponents of instruction in "Road Rage" aware-
ness and in "Wrk Zone Safety" awareness as defined by the conm ssioner
of notor vehicles. The provisions of this section shall not apply to A
MOTOR VEH CLE ACCI DENT PREVENTI ON COURSE COVPLETED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON
FI VE HUNDRED THREE OR ELEVEN HUNDRED NI NETY-NINE OF THE VEH CLE AND
TRAFFI C LAW OR attendance at a program pursuant to article twenty-one of
the vehicle and traffic law as a result of any traffic infraction.

S 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |law, provided that the anendnents to subsection
(a) of section 2336 of the insurance | aw, nade by section three of this
act, shall not affect the expiration and repeal of such subdivision and
shall be deened repeal ed therewi th, when upon such date section four of
this act shall take effect.



