Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

5753
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 4, 2015

I ntroduced by M of A KAVANAGH -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to amend the legislative law, in relation to providing for a
standi ng commttee on conference to resolve differences between sim -
lar, but not identical bills and resol utions passing the senate and
assenbl y

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The legislative law is amended by adding a new section 54-c
to read as foll ows:

S 54-C. STANDING COW TTEE ON CONFERENCE; REFERRAL TO CONFERENCE
APPO NTMENT OF NONPARTI SAN COUNSEL FOR REFERRAL. 1. BY JANUARY FIFTH OF
EACH YEAR, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE
ASSEMBLY SHALL APPO NT A STANDI NG COW TTEE ON CONFERENCE. SUCH COW T-
TEE SHALL BE CONSTITUTED BY THE FILING OF A JO NT CERTI FI CATE BY THE
TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY W TH
THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE AND CLERK OF THE ASSEMBLY AND SHALL CONSI ST
OF FI VE MEMBERS OF EACH HOUSE, | NCLUDI NG AT LEAST TWO MEMBERS OF THE
M NORI TY OF EACH HOUSE. THE MEMBERS OF THE STANDI NG COWM TTEE ON CONFER-
ENCE MAY BE CHANGED BY AN AGREEMENT OF THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE
SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY AT ANY TI ME

THI 'S COW TTEE SHALL BE KNOAN AS THE STANDI NG COVM TTEE ON CONFERENCE
AND:

(A) SHALL DELIBERATE ON ALL BILLS OR RESOLUTI ONS FOR CONFERENCE THAT
ARE REFERRED TO | T FROM THE LEGQ SLATI VE LEADERS AS PROVI DED I N SUBDI VI -
SION TWD OF THI S SECTI ON OR AS REFERRED TO | T BY THE NONPARTI SAN COUNSEL
JO NTLY APPO NTED BY THE COWM SSI ONERS OF THE LEQ SLATI VE BI LL DRAFTI NG
COW SSI ON AS PROVI DED | N SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF THI S SECTI ON

(B) MAY APPO NT SUCH OTHER SUBCOWM TTEES AS ARE NECESSARY TO CONSI DER
BILLS OR RESOLUTIONS | NVOLVI NG PARTI CULAR TOPI CS THAT ARE REFERRED TO
THE STANDI NG COW TTEE ON CONFERENCE; AND

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(© SHALL INvVITE THE PRI ME SPONSORS OF THE BILL FROM EACH HOUSE TO
PARTI CI PATE AS NON- VOTI NG MEMBERS COF SUCH COWM TTEE.

2. WHENEVER A Bl LL OR RESOLUTI ON HAS PASSED THE SENATE OR THE ASSEMBLY
AND SUCH BILL OR RESOLUTI ON CONTAI NS SUBSTANTI ALLY THE SAME PROVI SI ONS
OF LAW OR ACCOWPLI SHES SUBSTANTI ALLY THE SAME PURPOSES AS A BILL OR
RESCLUTI ON PASSED BY THE OTHER HOUSE, SUCH BI LL OR RESOLUTI ON SHALL:

(A) AT THE JO NT REQUEST OF THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND
THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY; OR

(B) AT THE JO NT REQUEST OF THE PRI ME SPONSOR OF THE BILL OR RESQOL-
UTITON IN THE SENATE AND THE PRI ME SPONSCR OF THE BI LL OR RESOLUTION I N
THE ASSEMBLY; OR

(© AT THE JO NT REQUEST OF THE CHAIRS OF THE COW TTEES WH CH DELI B-
ERATED ON THE BI LL OR RESCLUTI ON I N EACH HOUSE
BE REFERRED TO THE STANDI NG COMM TTEE ON CONFERENCE, WH CH SHALL DI SPCSE
OF THE BI LL OR RESOLUTI ON PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

3. IN THE ALTERNATIVE, EACH BlILL OR RESOLUTI ON PASSED BY EACH HOUSE
SHALL, AT THE WRI TTEN REQUEST OF ANY MEMBER OF THE LEGQ SLATURE, BE EXAM
| NED BY A NONPARTI SAN COUNSEL APPO NTED BY THE COWM SSIONERS OF THE
LEG SLATIVE BILL DRAFTING COW SSION TO DETERM NE WHETHER A BI LL OR
RESCLUTI ON PASSED IN ONE HOUSE |'S SIM LAR TO ANY BILLS OR RESOLUTI ONS
PASSED |IN THE OTHER HOUSE. | F THE NONPARTI SAN COUNSEL APPO NTED BY THE
COW SSI ONERS OF THE LEQ SLATIVE BILL DRAFTING COW SSI ON  DETERM NES
THAT ANY BI LLS OR RESOLUTI ONS ARE SI M LAR UNDER THE GUI DELI NES SET FORTH
IN TH'S SECTI ON, THEN SUCH BI LLS OR RESOLUTI ONS SHALL BE REFERRED TO THE
STANDI NG COMWM TTEE ON CONFERENCE AND THAT COWM TTEE SHALL DI SPOSE OF THE
SIM LAR BI LLS OR RESOLUTI ONS AS PROVI DED I N THI S SECTI ON.

4. (A) WHEN SIM LAR BI LLS OR RESOLUTI ONS ARE REFERRED TO THE STANDI NG
COMW TTEE ON CONFERENCE UNDER THI S SECTI QN, THE COW TTEE SHALL THERE-
AFTER MEET W THI N TEN CALENDAR DAYS OF THE REFERRAL AND SHALL FOLLOW THE
PROCESS SET FORTH IN THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON:

(1) THE STANDI NG COVWM TTEE ON CONFERENCE SHALL CONFERENCE THE BI LL OR
RESCLUTI ON, NEGOTI ATE ANY NECESSARY CHANGES AND SHALL | SSUE A REPCRT ON
THE BILLS OR RESOLUTIONS SUBM TTED TO I T WTHI N FI FTEEN DAYS AFTER THE
REFERRAL AS PROVI DED HEREI N, OR

(1'l) THE STANDI NG COW TTEE ON CONFERENCE SHALL REFER SUCH BILLS OR
RESCLUTI ONS TO A SUBCOW TTEE W TH JURI SDI CTI ON OVER THE SUBJECT MATTER
OF SUCH BI LLS OR RESOLUTI ONS, WH CH COW TTEE SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE
STANDI NG COMM TTEE ON CONFERENCE AND VH CH SUBCOWM TTEE SHALL CONSI ST OF
FOUR MEMBERS OF EACH HOUSE, | NCLUDI NG ONE MEMBER OF THE M NORI TY FROM
EACH HOUSE.

(B) I'N ANY EVENT, EITHER THE STANDI NG COMM TTEE ON CONFERENCE OR THE
DULY CREATED SUBCOWM TTEE SHALL FILE A REPORT W TH THE SECRETARY OF THE
SENATE OR THE CLERK OF THE ASSEMBLY WHI CH SHALL:

(1) CONTAIN A CONFERENCE BI LL OR CONFERENCE RESOLUTION, WHICH HAS AN
AGREED ON TEXT AND | S SUPPCRTED BY A MAJORITY OF THE STANDI NG COW TTEE
ON CONFERENCE MEMBERS THAT CONFERENCED THE TWO BI LLS OR RESOLUTI ONS AS
VWELL AS A MNCORITY REPORT OF THE COW TTEE MEMBERS, |F ANY, REGARDI NG
THE CONFERENCE Bl LL OR CONFERENCE RESOLUTI ON; OR

(1) CONTAIN A REPCRT OF THE STANDI NG COVW TTEE ON CONFERENCE DELI| BER-
ATIONS ON THE BI LL OR RESCLUTI ON AND AN EXPLANATI ON REGARDI NG THE FAl L-
URE O THE COW TTEE TO AGREE ON THE TEXT OF THE CONFERENCE BI LL OR
CONFERENCE RESOLUTI ON.

5. ANY CONFERENCE Bl LL OR RESOLUTI ON, APPROVED BY A MAJORITY OF THE
STANDI NG COM TTEE ON CONFERENCE OR THE DULY CREATED SUBCOWM TTEE SHALL,
| F REPORTED FAVORABLY TO THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE AND THE CLERK OF
THE ASSEMBLY, AND AFTER RECElI PT BY THOSE OFFICERS OF EACH HOUSE, BE
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PLACED ON THE TH RD READI NG CALENDAR FOR EACH HOUSE AND SUCH BILL OR
RESCLUTI ON SHALL THEREAFTER BE SUBJECT TO ANY APPROPRI ATE MOTI ON,
| NCLUDING A MOTION TO DI SCHARGE OR TO ADVANCE FOR DEBATE, AT ANY TI ME
THEREAFTER.

6. (A) THE NONPARTI SAN COUNSEL APPQO NTED BY THE COWM SSI ONERS OF THE
LEG SLATI VE Bl LL DRAFTI NG COW SSI ON SHALL HAVE EXPERI ENCE |IN LEQ SLA-
TIVE BILL DRAFTING THE COUNSEL SHALL SERVE FOR A ONE YEAR TERM WHI CH
MAY BE RENEVWED BY THE COVMM SSI ONERS OF THE LEG SLATIVE BILL DRAFTI NG
COW SSION FOR A TERM OF NO MORE THAN ONE YEAR THEREAFTER. THE COUNSEL
SHALL HAVE SUCH RESOURCES AS THE LEG SLATURE MAY PERM T.

(B) I N CONSI DERI NG WHETHER BI LLS PASSED BY BOTH HOUSES ARE SIM LAR
THE NONPARTI SAN COUNSEL JO NTLY APPO NTED BY THE COVM SSI ONERS OF THE
LEG SLATI VE Bl LL DRAFTI NG COW SSI ON SHALL CONSI DER, BUT NOT BE LIM TED
TO, THE FOLLOW NG FACTORS:

(1) WHETHER EACH BILL AMENDS THE SAME SECTI ON AND SUBDI VI SI ON OF THE
LAWS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK;

(1'l) WHETHER EACH BI LL CONTAINS SI M LAR LANGUAGE AND CONCEPTS EVEN
THOUGH | T MAY AMVEND DI FFERENT SECTI ONS OF STATE LAW

(I'11) WHETHER EACH BILL | NCLUDES APPROPRI ATI ONS FROM STATE ACCOUNTS
AND BENEFI TS OR | MPACTS SI M LARLY- SI TUATED GROUPS OF PEOCPLE; AND

(1'V) WHETHER EACH BILL ORIG@ NATED IN A SIMLAR COW TTEE |IN EACH
HOUSE.

(©) THE LEG SLATI VE Bl LL DRAFTI NG COVM SSI ON AND | TS NONPARTI SAN COUN-
SEL SHALL MAKE AN ANNUAL REPORT TO THE LEG SLATURE ON | TS DETERM NATI ONS
REGARDING THE SIMLARITY OF BILLS AND RESCLUTI ONS AND THE CREATI ON OF
CONFERENCE COWM TTEES.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



