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STATE OF NEW YORK

5640
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 3, 2015

Introduced by M of A ENGEBRICGHT -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Hi gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing a physi-
cian | oan forgiveness programfor geriatric medicine

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is amended by adding a new section 679-9g
to read as foll ows:

S 679-G PHYSI Cl AN LOAN FORGA VENESS PROGRAM FOR GERI ATRI C MEDI CI NE. 1.
PHYSI Cl AN LOAN FORG VENESS AWARDS SHALL BE | SSUED ANNUALLY TO PHYSI Cl ANS
VWHO AGREE TO PRACTI CE IN THE SPECI ALTY OF GERI ATRI C MEDI CI NE AS DEFI NED
BY THE COVM SSI ONER | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE COW SSI ONER OF HEALTH AND
THE DI RECTOR OF THE OFFI CE FOR THE AGQ NG

2. SUCH PARTIClI PATI NG PHYSI CI ANS SHALL RECEI VE AN EDUCATI ONAL LOAN
FORG VENESS AWARD OF UP TO FI FTEEN THOUSAND DOLLARS PER YEAR FOR A MAXI -
MUM OF FI VE YEARS. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGUJ
LATI ONS TO ADM NI STER SUCH LOAN FORA VENESS PROGRAM

3. THE PHYSI ClI AN APPLI CANT MJUST BE A RESI DENT OF THE STATE, LI CENSED
TO PRACTI CE MEDI CI NE, AND CERTI FI ED IN THE PRACTI CE OF GERIATRIC MEDI -
CINE OR HAVE A CONCENTRATI ON | N THAT SPECI ALTY. THE APPLI CANT MJUST HAVE
COVWPLETED A PROFESSI ONAL RESI DENCY PROGRAM W THIN THE FI VE YEARS | MVE-
DI ATELY PRECEDI NG THE PERI OD FOR WHI CH THE FI RST AWARD WOULD BE GRANTED,
OR BE WTH N TWD YEARS OF COWVPLETI ON OF AN ACCREDI TED RESI DENCY PROGRAM
I N GERI ATRI C MEDI CI NE. THE APPLI CANT MUST AGREE TO PRACTICE MEDICl NE
W THI N THE STATE.

4. THE COW SSI ONER, | N CONSULTATION WTH THE COW SSI ONER OF HEALTH,
SHALL ESTABLISH CRITERFIA FOR THE SELECTION OF PARTICIPANTS IN THE
PROGRAM A PRIORITY SHALL BE ACCORDED TO ANY APPLI CANT WHO | S COVPLETI NG
A YEAR OF THE SERVI CE REQUI REMENT AND | S RE- APPLYI NG FOR A NEW AWARD.
THE COWMM SSI ONER SHALL VERIFY THE PHYSICIAN S ELIA BI LI TY AND THE PHYSI -
Cl AN S TOTAL MEDI CAL EDUCATI ONAL LOAN EXPENSES.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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5. WTHI N SUCH TI ME AS THE COVM SSI ONER SHALL BY REGULATI ON PROVI DE, A
PARTI Cl PATI NG PHYSI CI AN SHALL HAVE AGREED TO PRACTI CE GERI ATRI C MEDI Cl NE
FOR A PERI OD OF TWELVE MONTHS FOR EACH ANNUAL PAYMENT TO BE RECEI VED BY
THE PARTICIPANT. |IN NO CASE SHALL THE TOTAL SERVI CE REQUI RED BE LESS
THAN TWO YEARS NOR BE MORE THAN FI VE YEARS.

6. THE COVM SSI ONER SHALL DEVELOP AND SECURE FROM EACH PARTI Cl PANT, A
VWRI TTEN AGREEMENT TO

(A) PRACTI CE GERI ATRI C MEDI CI NE;

(B) ACCEPT MEDI CARE AND MEDI CAl D PAYMENTS; AND

(C©) PROVI DE AT LEAST THI RTY- FI VE HOURS PER WEEK OF DI RECT PATI ENT CARE
I N THE AREA BEI NG SERVED.

| F A RECI PI ENT FAILS TO COWPLY FULLY W TH SUCH CONDI TI ONS, THE COWM S-
SI ONER SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO RECEI VE FROM SUCH PARTI Cl PANT RElI MBURSEMENT
O SUCH AWARD |IN AN AMOUNT TO BE DETERM NED BY THE COWM SSI ONER.  ANY
AMOUNT WHI CH THE COWM SSI ONER |'S ENTI TLED TO RECOVER UNDER THI S SUBDI VI -
SI ON SHALL BE PAID WTHI N THE FI VE- YEAR PERIOD BEG NNING ON THE DATE
THAT THE PARTI Cl PANT FAILED TO COWLY W TH THE PROGRAM CRI TERI A. NOTHI NG
IN A WRITTEN AGREEMENT UNDER THI S SECTI ON SHALL AFFECT THE TERMS OF
EMPLOYMENT OF THE | NDI VI DUAL WHO SHALL NEGOTI ATE, SEPARATE AND APART
FROM THE PROGRAM H' S OR HER SALARY AND OTHER FORMS OF EMPLOYMENT W TH
AN AGENCY, PRACTI CE, | NSTI TUTI ON OR PROGRAM I N WHI CH HE OR SHE SHALL BE
EMPLOYED.

7. ANY OBLI GATION TO COWLY W TH THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL
BE CANCELLED UPON THE DEATH OF THE PARTI Cl PANT. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL
PROVMULGATE REGULATIONS TO PROVIDE FOR THE WAl VER OR SUSPENSI ON OF ANY
FI NANCI AL OBLI GATI ON WHI CH WOULD | NVOLVE EXTREME HARDSHI P.

8. A PARTI Cl PANT OF THE PROGRAM SHALL REPORT ANNUALLY TO THE DEPART-
MENT ON FORMS PRESCRI BED BY THE COWM SSI ONER, AS TO THE PERFORMANCE OF
THE REQUI RED SERVI CES, COMMENCI NG W TH THE CALENDAR YEAR IN WHICH THE
PARTI Cl PANT BEG NS TO PRACTI CE GERI ATRI C MEDI CI NE AND CONTI NUI NG UNTI L
THE RECI PI ENT SHALL HAVE COWPLETED, OR I T | S DETERM NED THAT HE OR SHE
SHALL NOT BE OBLI GATED TO COVPLETE, THE PROGRAM THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL
HAVE THE DI SCRETI ON TO WAl VE THE FI LI NG OF A REPORT, EXCUSE A DELAY IN
FILING OR A FAILURE TO FI LE A REPORT FOR GOOD CAUSE SHOWN.

9. PARTICIPATION |IN THE PROGRAM SHALL NOT PREVENT PARTI Cl PANTS FROM
BEI NG ELI G BLE TO APPLY FOR OTHER PROGRAMS OR AWARDS.

10. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS NECESSARY
TO | MPLEMENT THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI' S SECTI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



