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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2015

Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Corporations, Authorities and Conm ssions

AN ACT to anend the public authorities law, in relation to authorizing
donmestic conpanion animals to be permtted to board any conmuter
transportation operated by the netropolitan transportation authority
or any of its subsidiaries in the event of a state energency and evac-
uation of a region

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public authorities law is anmended by adding a new
section 1264-a to read as foll ows:

S 1264- A. STATE OF EMERGENCY; BOARDI NG OF A COVWUTER TRANSPORTATI ON BY
DOVESTI C COVPANI ON ANI MALS. 1. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON:

(A) "COVMUTER TRANSPORTATI ON' MEANS COVMUTER TRANSPORTATI ON, AND OTHER
RELATED SERVI CES AND FACI LI TI ES, OPERATED BY THE AUTHORI TY OR ANY OF I TS
SUBSI DI ARI ES, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED TO SUCH TRANSPORTATI ON BY RAI L-
ROAD, OWNI BUS, MARINE AND AIR, | N ACCORDANCE WTH THI' S TI TLE.

(B) "DOVESTI C COVPANI ON ANI MAL" MEANS A COVPANION ANIMAL OR PET AS
DEFINED |IN SECTION THREE HUNDRED FI FTY OF THE AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS
LAW AND SHALL ALSO MEAN ANY OTHER DOVESTI CATED AN MAL NORMALLY MAI N
TAINED IN OR NEAR THE HOUSEHOLD OF THE OMNER OR PERSON WHO CARES FOR
SUCH OTHER DOMESTI CATED ANI MAL. "PET" OR "COVPANI ON AN MAL" SHALL NOT
I NCLUDE A "FARM AN MAL", AS DEFI NED I N SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED FI FTY OF
THE AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS LAW

2. (A IN THE EVENT THAT A STATE OF EMERGENCY HAS BEEN DECLARED AND AN
EVACUATI ON OF ANY REG ON OF THE STATE IS IN PROGRESS, THE OWMER OF A
DOVESTI C COVPANI ON ANl MAL SHALL BE PERM TTED TO BOARD ANY COVMUTER
TRANSPORTATI ON W TH SUCH DOVESTI C COVPANION ANIMAL SO LONG AS THAT
ANIMAL IS UNDER THE OMNER' S CONTROL BY USE OF A LEASH OR TETHER, OR IS
PROPERLY CONFINED I N AN APPROPRI ATE CONTAINER OR BY OTHER SU TABLE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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MEANS, PROVI DED THAT SUCH BQARDI NG | S AUTHORI ZED BY AND CONSI STENT W TH
THE PROVI SI ONS OF STATE DI SASTER EMERGENCY PLANS OR LOCAL STATE OF EMER-
GENCY PLANS PERTAI NI NG TO THE NEEDS OF ANI MALS AND | NDI VIDUALS WTH AN
ANI MAL UNDER THEI R CARE. THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL ONLY APPLY
TO THE OWMERS OF DOVESTI C COVPANI ON ANl MALS WHO ARE EVACUATI NG FROM A
REG ON OF THE STATE AFFECTED BY AN EMERGENCY OR DI SASTER, OR A LOCAL
STATE OF EMERGENCY, AS DEFINED I N SECTI ON TWENTY- FOUR OF THE EXECUTI VE
LAW

(B) A DOVESTI C COVPANI ON ANI MAL MAY BE REFUSED PERM SSI ON TO BOARD ANY
COVWUTER TRANSPORTATI ON, EVEN | F THE ANl MAL | S UNDER THE OMNER S CONTROL
OR PROPERLY CONFI NED I N ACCORDANCE WTH THFS SUBDIVISION |IF THERE IS
REASONABLE CAUSE TO BELIEVE THAT, DUE TO ATTENDANT Cl RCUMSTANCES,
PERM TTI NG THE ANI MAL TO BOARD WOULD POSE A HEALTH OR SAFETY HAZARD.

3. ALL PASSENGERS W TH SERVI CE ANI MALS SHALL BE G VEN PRI ORI TY SEATI NG
ON ALL MEANS OF TRANSPORTATI ON REGULATED BY THIS TITLE |IN ACCORDANCE
WTH THE FEDERAL "AMERI CANS W TH DI SABI LI TIES ACT OF 1990" (42 U.S.C.
S. 12101 ET SEQ ). FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI'S SECTION, "SERVICE AN MAL"
SHALL HAVE THE SAME MEANI NG AS SET FORTH I N THE FEDERAL " AMERI CANS W TH
DI SABI LI TIES ACT OF 1990" (42 U.S.C. S. 12101 ET SEQ) AND ANY REGSH
LATI ONS UNDER SUCH ACT.

4. ALL PASSENGERS ON ANY COMMUTER TRANSPORTATI ON SHALL BE PROVI DED
SEATI NG BEFORE A DOVESTI C COVPANI ON ANI MAL MAY BE PLACED I N A SEAT.

5. THE AUTHORI TY | S AUTHORI ZED TO PROMJULGATE AND ENFORCE SUCH RULES
AND REGULATIONS AS SHALL BE NECESSARY FOR THE | MPLEMENTATION OF THI S
SECTI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



