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STATE OF NEW YORK

5272
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 17, 2015

Introduced by M of A SANTABARBARA -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Governmental Operations

AN ACT to anend the civil rights law, in relation to the rights of
persons with disabilities in public places and places of public accom
nodat i on

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 47 of the «civil rights law is
renunbered subdivision 7 and five new subdivisions 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 are
added to read as foll ows:

2. A PERSON WTH A DI SABI LI TY HAS THE SAME Rl GHTS AS OTHER PERSONS TO
THE FULL AND FREE USE OF THE STREETS, H GHWAYS, S| DEWALKS, WALKWAYS,
PUBLI C BUI LDI NGS, PUBLI C FACI LI TIES, AND OTHER PUBLI C PLACES.

3. A PERSON WTH A DISABILITY IS ENTI TLED TO FULL AND EQUAL ACCOMD
DATI ONS, ADVANTAGES, FACILITIES, AND PRI VILEGES OF ALL COMWON CARRI ERS,
Al RPLANES, MOTOR VEHI CLES, RAILROAD TRAINS, MOTOR BUSES, STREETCARS,
SUBWAYS, BOATS OR ANY OTHER PUBLI C CONVEYANCES OR MODES COF TRANSPORTA-
TI ON, RESTAURANTS, HOTELS, LODA NG PLACES, PLACES OF PUBLIC ACCOWOD-
DATI ON, AMJUSEMENT OR RESORT, PUBLIC ENTITIES | NCLUDI NG SCHOOLS, AND
OTHER PLACES TO WHI CH THE GENERAL PUBLIC IS I NVI TED SUBJECT ONLY TO THE
CONDI TIONS AND LI M TATIONS ESTABLI SHED BY LAW AND APPLI CABLE ALI KE TO
ALL PERSONS.

4. EACH TOW, CITY OR COUNTY, |NDIVIDUALLY OR THROUGH TRANSPORTATI ON
DI STRICT COW SSIONS, SHALL ENSURE THAT PERSONS W TH DI SABI LI TI ES HAVE
ACCESS TO THE PUBLI C TRANSPORTATION WTHIN ITS JURI SDICTION BY EITHER
(1) USE OF THE SAME TRANSPORTATI ON FACI LI TIES OR CARRI ERS AVAI LABLE TO
THE GENERAL PUBLIC OR (I1) PROVI SI ON OF PARATRANSI T OR SPECI AL TRANSPOR-
TATI ON SERVI CES FOR PERSONS W TH DI SABI LI TIES OR (I11) BOTH. ALL PERSONS
WTH DI SABILITIES IN THE JURI SDI CTI ON' S SERVI CE AREA WHO, BY REASON OF
THEI R DI SABI LI TI ES, ARE UNABLE TO USE THE SERVI CE FOR THE GENERAL PUBLI C
SHALL BE ELIG@BLE TO USE SUCH PARATRANSI T OR SPECI AL TRANSPORTATI ON

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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SERVI CE. NO FEE THAT EXCEEDS THE FEE CHARGED TO THE GENERAL PUBLI C SHALL
BE CHARGED A PERSON WTH A DI SABI LI TY FOR THE USE OF THE SAME TRANSPOR-
TATI ON FACI LI TI ES OR CARRI ERS AVAI LABLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLI C. PARATRAN-
SIT OR SPECI AL TRANSPORTATI ON SERVI CE FOR PERSONS W TH DI SABI LI TI ES MAY
CHARGE FEES TO SUCH PERSONS COVPARABLE TO THE FEES CHARGED TO THE GENER-
AL PUBLIC FOR SIM LAR SERVICE IN THE JURI SDI CTI ON SERVI CE AREA, TAKING
| NTO ACCOUNT ESPECI ALLY THE TYPE, LENGTH AND TI ME OF TRI P. ANY VARI ANCE
BETWEEN SPECI AL SERVI CE AND REGULAR SERVI CE FARES SHALL BE JUSTI FI ABLE
IN TERMS OF ACTUAL DI FFERENCES BETWEEN THE TWO KINDS OF SERVI CE
PROVI DED.

5. NOTHING IN THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO REQUI RE RETROFI TTI NG
OF ANY PUBLIC TRANSIT EQU PMENT OR TO REQUI RE THE RETROFI TTI NG RENO
VATI ON, OR ALTERATI ON OF BUI LDI NGS OR PLACES TO A DEGREE MORE STRI NGENT
THAN THAT REQUI RED BY THE APPLI CABLE BUI LDI NG CODE | N EFFECT AT THE TI ME
THE BUI LDI NG PERM T FOR SUCH BUI LDI NG OR PLACE | S | SSUED.

6. EVERY TOTALLY OR PARTI ALLY BLI ND PERSON SHALL HAVE THE RI GHT TO BE
ACCOVPANI ED BY A DOG | N HARNESS, TRAINED AS A GUI DE DOG EVERY DEAF OR
HEARI NG | MPAI RED PERSON SHALL HAVE THE RI GHT TO BE ACCOVPANI ED BY A DOG
TRAI NED AS A HEARI NG DOG ON A BLAZE ORANGE LEASH, AND EVERY MOBI LI TY-1 M
PAI RED PERSON OR PERSON DI AGNOSED AS BEING ON THE AUTI SM SPECTRUM OR
OTHERW SE DI SABLED PERSON SHALL HAVE THE RI GHT TO BE ACCOVPANI ED BY A
DOG, TRAINED AS A SERVICE DOG | N A HARNESS, BACKPACK, OR VEST | DENTI FY-
I NG THE DOG AS A TRAINED SERVICE DOG |IN ANY OF THE PLACES LISTED IN
SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF THI S SECTI ON W THOUT BEI NG REQUI RED TO PAY AN EXTRA
CHARGE FOR THE DOG PROVI DED THAT HE SHALL BE LI ABLE FOR ANY DAMAGE DONE
TO THE PREM SES OR FACILITIES BY SUCH DOG THE PROVISIONS OF TH' S
SECTI ON SHALL APPLY TO PERSONS ACCOMPANI ED BY A DOG THAT IS I N TRAI NI NG
AT LEAST SI X MONTHS OF AGE, AND IS (1) I N HARNESS, PROVI DED SUCH PERSON
IS AN EXPERIENCED TRAINER OF GUIDE DOGS OR IS CONDUCTI NG CONTI NUI NG
TRAINING OF A GU DE DOG (I1) ON A BLAZE ORANGE LEASH, PROvVIDED SUCH
PERSON IS AN EXPERI ENCED TRAINER OF HEARING DOGS OR |'S CONDUCTI NG
CONTI NUI NG TRAI NI NG OF A HEARING DOG, (I11) I'N A HARNESS, BACKPACK, OR
VEST | DENTI FYI NG THE DOG AS A TRAI NED SERVI CE DOG, PROVI DED SUCH PERSON
| S AN EXPERI ENCED TRAI NER OF SERVI CE DOGS OR |S CONDUCTI NG CONTI NU NG
TRAINING OF A SERVICE DOG (1V) WEARI NG A JACKET | DENTI FYI NG THE RECOG
NI ZED GUI DE, HEARI NG OR SERVI CE DOG ORGANI ZATI ON, PROVIDED SUCH PERSON
IS AN EXPERI ENCED TRAI NER OF THE ORGANI ZATI ON | DENTI FI ED ON THE JACKET;
OR (V) THE PERSON IS PART OF A THREE-UNIT SERVICE DOG TEAM AND IS
CONDUCTI NG CONTI NUI NG TRAI NI NG OF A SERVI CE DOG

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



