Co~NOUITR~hWNE

STATE OF NEW YORK
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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 12, 2015

I ntroduced by M of A SANTABARBARA, RUSSELL, M LLER, CROUCH, ZEBROWSKI,
GUNTHER, ABI NANTI, SCHI MEL, GRAF, MONTESANO, DUPREY, FI NCH, M:DONALD,
FAHY -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A CLARK, GALEF, KEARNS, MOSLEY,
RI VERA, SIMON, SCOLAGES -- read once and referred to the Committee on
Education -- conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as
anmended and recomritted to said cormittee -- again reported fromsaid
commttee with anendnents, ordered reprinted as anended and reconmmit-
ted to said committee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to vocational rehabili-
tation services for enhanci ng communi cation support

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 1004-c
to read as foll ows:

S 1004-C. COVMUNI CATI ON SUPPORT SERVI CES. 1. THE COWM SSI ONER | S HERE-
BY DI RECTED TO PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS TO | NCLUDE COVMUNI CATI ON
SUPPORT SERVICES AS A VOCATI ONAL REHABI LI TATI ON SERVI CE AS DEFI NED BY
PARAGRAPH A OF SUBDI VI SION FIVE OF SECTION ONE THOUSAND TWO OF THI'S
ARTI CLE. ANY | NDI VI DUAL WHO SHALL HAVE BEEN DI AGNOSED W TH A PRAGWATI C
LANGUAGE | MPAI RVENT OR WHOSE EMPLOYMENT PROSPECTS MAY REASONABLY BENEFI T
FROM AN | MPROVED CAPACI TY TO COVWUNI CATE SHALL QUALI FY FOR COVMUNI CATI ON
SUPPORT SERVI CES. ALL REFERRALS MADE PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE
MADE TO | NDI VI DUALS LI CENSED, CERTI FI ED, REA STERED OR OTHERW SE QUALI -
FI ED UNDER EXI STI NG STATE LAWS, RULES AND REGULATI ONS. NOTHI NG HEREI N
SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO ALTER OR DEFI NE SCOPE OF PRACTI CE UNDER EXI STI NG
STATE LAWS, RULES AND REGULATI ONS.

2. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, " COVMUNI CATI ON SUPPORT SERVI CES"
SHALL MEAN TREATMENT OR SERVI CES THAT FOCUS ON COVMUNI CATI ON- RELATED
SKILLS | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO DI ALOGUE STRATEQ ES FOR:

(1) I'NITIATI NG AND EXI TI NG COVMUNI CATI ON OF | NTENT;

(11) TOPI C MAI NTENANCE;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(I'11) DEFUSING HOSTILE SITUATIONS THAT RESULT FROM | NEFFECTI VE
ATTEMPTS AT | NDEPENDENT COVMUNI CATI ON,

(1V) PREPARING = STRATEGQ ZI NG, AND ORGANI ZI NG | NFORMATI ON FOR WRI TTEN
OR ELECTRONI C CORRESPONDENCE; AND

(V) PREPARI NG FOR UPCOM NG | NTERPERSONAL COVMUNI CATI ON SI TUATI ONS.

S 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2017.



