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STATE OF NEW YORK

5116
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 12, 2015

Introduced by M of A ABINANTI -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to genet-
ically nodified crops

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The agriculture and markets |aw is anmended by addi ng a new
article 26-C to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 26-C
GENETI CALLY MODI FI ED CROPS

SECTI ON 420. LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS.
421. DEFI NI TI ONS.
422. PLANTI NG OF CROPS.
423. MARKETI NG PLAN.

S 420. LEG SLATIVE FIND NGS. THE LEG SLATURE FI NDS THAT CGENETI CALLY
MCDI FI ED CROPS POSE Rl SKS OF UNKNOWN DI MENSI ON TO HUMAN HEALTH AND THE
ENVI RONVENT, AND THAT DRANATI C | NCREASES | N THE PLANTI NG AND CONSUMPTI ON
OF SUCH CROPS OVER THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS HAVE FAR OUTPACED OUR UNDER-
STANDI NG OF THEI R | MVEDI ATE AND LONG TERM EFFECTS. FURTHERMORE, BECAUSE
THE EXCHANGE OF GENETI C MATERI AL BETWEEN GENETI CALLY MCDI FI ED CROPS AND
CONVENTI ONAL CROPS, W LD PLANTS, AND ORGANI SM5S | S KNOWN TO OCCUR, GENET-
| CALLY MODI FI ED MATERI AL AND ANY ADVERSE CHARACTERI STICS IT CONFERS OR
PROMOTES CAN BE | RREVOCABLY DI SPERSED | NTO THE W DER ENVI RONMENT. THE
LI ST OF POTENTI AL HAZARDS OF CONCERN | NCLUDES BUT IS NOT LIMTED TG THE
DEVELOPMENT OF | NSECT AND WEED RESI STANCE TO PESTI Cl DES; | NJURY OR DEATH
OF NON- TARGET SPECIES; CROP LOSS FROM SEEDS THAT DO NOTI YIELD AS
EXPECTED OR THAT PRODUCE CROPS W TH UNEXPECTED CHARACTERI STI CS; AND
ALLERGENI CI TY, TOXIC TY, OR DECREASED NUTRI TI ONAL VALUE OF GENETI CALLY
MCDI FI ED CROPS. THE LEGQ SLATURE FURTHER FI NDS THAT FOODS PRODUCED FROM
GENETI CALLY MCDI FI ED CROPS ARE | NCREASI NGLY BEI NG REJECTED BY DI STRI BU-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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TORS, PROCESSORS, RETAILERS AND CONSUMERS ALIKE I N BOTH DOVESTI C AND
| NTERNATI ONAL MARKETS. THE GROMH OF GENETI CALLY MODI FI ED CROPS | N NEW
YORK STATE THUS PLACES ALL STATE FARMERS AT RI SK I N THE MARKETPLACE.
THOSE WHO | NTENTI ONALLY PLANT GENETI CALLY MODI FI ED CROPS AND KNOW NGLY
ACCEPT THE MARKETPLACE RI SK ALSO PLACE AT RI SK THOSE WHO PLANT CONVEN-
TIONAL CROPS, WH CH CAN BE UNI NTENTI ONALLY CONTAM NATED BY GENETI CALLY
MODI FI ED CROPS. A MORATORI UM ON THE PLANTI NG AND GROW NG OF GENETI CALLY
MODI FI ED CROPS | N NEW YORK STATE W LL ENHANCE THE VALUE AND PROTECT THE
REPUTATI ON OF NEW YORK STATE'S AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS, CONFERRING A
SI GNI FI CANT  MARKETI NG ADVANTAGE WHI LE PRESERVI NG THE STATE' S ECOLOG CAL
HEALTH. FOR THESE REASONS, THE LEG SLATURE ESTABLI SHES A MORATORI UM ON
THE PLANTING AND GRONNG OF GENETICALLY MODIFIED CROPS | N NEW YORK
STATE.

S 421. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN TH'S ARTICLE "GCGENETICALLY MODIFIED
CROPS" SHALL MEAN CROPS PRODUCED FROM PLANT VARI ETI ES CREATED USI NG
TECHNI QUES THAT ALTER THE MOLECULAR OR CELL BI OLOGY OF AN ORGANI SM BY
MEANS THAT ARE NOT POSSIBLE UNDER NATURAL CONDI TI ONS OR PROCESSES.
GENETI C MODI FI CATI ON SHALL | NCLUDE RECOVBI NANT DNA, CELL FUSION, M CRO
AND MACRO ENCAPSULATI ON, GENE DELETI ON AND DOUBLI NG, | NTRODUCTI ON OF A
FOREI GN GENE, AND GENE REPCSI TIONING | T SHALL NOT | NCLUDE CROP BREED
| NG CONJUGATI ON, FERMENTATI ON, HYBRI DI ZATI ON, AND Tl SSUE CULTURE.

S 422. PLANTI NG OF CROPS. NO GENETI CALLY MODI FI ED CROPS MAY BE PLANTED
OR GROM IN THE STATE FOR A PERI OD OF FI VE YEARS AFTER THE EFFECTI VE
DATE OF THIS ARTICLE. THI' S SECTI ON SHALL NOT APPLY TO PLANTI NG AND GROW
| NG GENETI CALLY MODI FI ED CROPS SOLELY FOR THE PURPCSE OF CONDUCTI NG
RESEARCH AND NOT FOR SALE, USE OR CONSUMPTI ON BY THE PUBLIC. GROW NG AND
PLANTI NG OF GENETI CALLY MODI FI ED CROPS FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES SHALL BE I N
AN ENCLOSED FACILITY OR ON AN OQUTDOOR PLOT OF LAND NOT MORE THAN FI VE
ACRES AT LEAST SI X HUNDRED SI XTY FEET FROM ANY OTHER PLOT USED FOR THE
PLANTI NG AND GROW NG OF CROPS. NO ONE LOCATI ON SHALL EXCEED A COvBI NED
TOTAL OF TEN ACRES OF LAND FOR PLANTI NG AND GROW NG OF GENETI CALLY MODI -
FI ED CROPS.

S 423. MARKETI NG PLAN. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PREPARE A MARKETI NG PLAN
THAT USES THE MORATORI UM AS A PROMOTI ONAL TOOL FOR NEW YORK STATE AGRI -
CULTURAL PRODUCTS.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



