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STATE OF NEW YORK

5102
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 12, 2015

Introduced by M of A GOODELL -- read once and referred to the Commit -
tee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to requiring the
honest ead exenption wused in the calculation for public assistance to
be the sane as the honestead exenption under the civil practice |aws
and rul es

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 131-n of the social services |aw,
as anended by chapter 373 of the |aws of 2003, paragraph (c) as amended
by section 5 of part J of chapter 58 of the laws of 2014, is anended to
read as foll ows:

1. The followi ng resources shall be exenpt and disregarded in cal cu-
| ating the amount of benefits of any househol d under any public assist-
ance program (a) cash and liquid or nonliquid resources up to two thou-
sand dollars, or three thousand dollars in the case of households in
whi ch any nmenber is sixty years of age or older, (b) an anobunt up to
four thousand six hundred fifty dollars in a separate bank account
established by an individual while currently in receipt of assistance
for the sole purpose of enabling the individual to purchase a first or
repl acenent vehicle for the recipient to seek, obtain or naintain
enpl oynment, so long as the funds are not used for any other purpose, (c)
an anount up to one thousand four hundred dollars in a separate bank
account established by an individual while currently in receipt of
assistance for the purpose of paying tuition at a two-year or four-year
accredited post-secondary educational institution, so long as the funds
are not wused for any other purpose, (d) the hone which is the usua
resi dence of the household PROVIDED THAT THE VALUE THEREOF DOCES NOT
EXCEED THE HOVESTEAD EXEMPTI ON SPECI FI ED I N SUBDI VI SI ON (A) OF SECTI ON
FI VE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED SI X OF THE Cl VIL PRACTI CE LAW AND RULES, (e)
one automobile, wup to four thousand six hundred fifty dollars fair
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mar ket val ue, provided, however, that if the autonobile is needed for
the applicant or recipient to seek or retain enploynent or travel to and
from work activities as defined in section three hundred thirty-six of
this chapter, the autonobile exenption shall be increased to nine thou-
sand three hundred dollars, or such other higher dollar value as the
| ocal social services district nay elect to adopt, (f) one burial plot
per househol d nenber as defined in departnment regul ations, (g) bona fide
funeral agreenents up to a total of one thousand five hundred dollars in
equity val ue per household nenber, (h) funds in an individual devel op-
ment account established in accordance with subdivision five of section
three hundred fifty-eight of this chapter and section four hundred three
of the social security act and (i) for a period of six nonths, rea

property which the household is making a good faith effort to sell, in
accordance with departnment regulations and tangible personal property
necessary for business or for enploynent purposes in accordance with
departnment regul ations; PROVIDED, HOWNEVER, THAT THE SOCI AL SERVI CES
DI STRICT SHALL BE ENTITLED TO RECOVER THE COST OF ASSI STANCE OR CARE
PROVI DED DURI NG SUCH SI X MONTH PERI OD UP TO THE NET EQUI TY VALUE OF SUCH
PROPERTY AND MAY, IN I TS DI SCRETION, | MPOSE A LI EN ON SUCH PROPERTY TO
ENSURE REPAYMENT OF SUCH ASSI STANCE UPON THE SALE OF SUCH PROPERTY. |If
federal |aw or regulations require the exenption or disregard of addi-
tional income and resources in determning need for famly assistance,

or nedi cal assistance not exenpted or disregarded pursuant to any other
provi sion of this chapter, the departnment nay, by regulations subject to
the approval of the director of the budget, require social services
officials to exenpt or disregard such income and resources. Refunds
resulting fromearned incone tax credits shall be disregarded in public
assi stance prograns.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however, that
the anendnents to section 131-n of the social services | aw nade by
section one of this act shall not affect the expiration of such section
and shall be deened to expire therewth.



