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STATE OF NEW YORK

4982
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 10, 2015

I ntroduced by M of A BARCLAY, QAKS, KOLB, HAWEY, BLANKENBUSH, TENNEY,
PALMESANO, FRIEND, NQJAY, LUPINACCI, D PIETRO WALTER, FINCH --
Mul ti-Sponsored by -- M of A CERETTO, A @A@IO -- read once and
referred to the Committee on El ection Law

AN ACT to amend the election law, in relation to the registration and
enrol | nent of voters

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The election law is anended by addi ng a new section 5-217
to read as foll ows:

S 5-217. ADDI TI ONAL REG STRATION. 1. IN ADDI TION TO ANY OTHER METHOD
OF VOTER REG STRATI ON PROVI DED FOR IN THI S ARTI CLE, ANY QUALI FI ED PERSON
MAY APPLY FOR REQ STRATI ON AND ENRCLLMENT BY APPLI CATI ON MADE SI MULTANE-
OQUSLY AND |INTEGRATED WTH AN APPLICATION FOR ANY TYPE OF HUNTI NG
LI CENSE, A FI SHI NG LI CENSE, AND ANY COVBI NATI ON OF BOTH.

2. THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVATI ON, W TH THE APPROVAL OF
THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, SHALL DESIGN A FORM OR FORMS WHI CH SHALL,
| N ADDI TI ON TO ELI CI TI NG SUCH | NFORVATI ON AS MAY BE REQUIRED BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVATI ON FOR A HUNTI NG LI CENSE AND/ OR
FI SHI NG LI CENSE, SERVE AS AN APPLI CATI ON FOR REGQ STRATION AND ENROLL-
MENT, OR A REG STRATI ON NECESSI TATED BY A CHANGE OF RESI DENCE. THE COST
OF SUCH FORMS SHALL BE BORNE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL CONSER-
VATI ON.

3. THE VOTER REQ STRATI ON PORTI ON OF SUCH FORMS SHALL:

(A) NOT REQUI RE ANY | NFORVATION THAT DUPLI CATES THE | NFORMATI ON
REQUI RED ON THE APPLI CATI ON FOR THE LI CENSE PORTION AND SHALL REQUI RE
ONLY SUCH ADDI TI ONAL | NFORMATI ON, | NCLUDI NG THE APPLI CANT' S SI GNATURE,
AS W LL ENABLE ELECTI ON OFFI Cl ALS TO ASSESS THE APPLI CANT'S ELIGABILITY
TO REG STER TO VOTE, PREVENT DUPLI CATE REG STRATI ON AND TO ADM NI STER
VOTER REG STRATI ON AND OTHER PARTS OF THE ELECTI ON PROCESS;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(B) I NCLUDE A STATEMENT OF THE ELIGBILITY REQU REMENTS FOR VOTER
REG STRATION AND SHALL REQUIRE THE APPLI CANT TO ATTEST BY H S OR HER
SI GNATURE THAT HE OR SHE MEETS SUCH REQUI REMENTS UNDER PENALTY OF PERJU-
RY; AND

(© |INFORM THE APPLICANT, |IN PRINT |DENTICAL TO THAT USED IN THE
ATTESTATI ON SECTI ON OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) VOTER ELI G BI LI TY REQU REVENTS;

(1'l') PENALTIES FOR SUBM SSI ON OF FALSE REG STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON;

(I'11)y THAT THE OFFICE WHERE THE APPLI CANT REG STERS SHALL REMAIN
CONFI DENTI AL AND THE | NFORVATI ON SHALL BE USED ONLY FOR VOTER REQ STRA-
TI ON PURPCSES;

(1'V) I F THE APPLI CANT DECLINES TO REG STER, HI'S OR HER DECLI NATI ON
SHALL REMAIN CONFI DENTIAL AND BE USED ONLY FOR VOTER REGQ STRATI ON
PURPOSES.

4. 1 NCLUDED ON THE FORM OR ON A SEPARATE FORM SHALL BE:

(A) THE QUESTION, "IF YOU ARE NOT REG STERED TO VOTE WHERE YQU LIVE
NOW WOULD YQU LI KE TO APPLY TO REG STER HERE TODAY",

(B) BOXES FOR THE APPLI CANT TO CHECK TO | NDI CATE WHETHER THE APPLI CANT
WOULD LI KE TO REG STER OR DECLI NE TO REG STER TO VOTE;

(© THE STATEMENT I N PROM NENT TYPE, "IF YOU DO NOT CHECK ElI THER BOX,
YOU WLL BE CONSI DERED TO HAVE DECI DED NOT' TO REA STER TO VOTE AT TH'S
TIME "

(D) THE STATEMENT, "IF YOU WOULD LI KE HELP I N FILLI NG QUT THE VOTER
REG STRATI ON APPLI CATION FORM WE W LL HELP YOU. THE DECI SI ON WHETHER TO
SEEK OR ACCEPT HELP IS YOURS. YOU MAY FILL OQUT THE APPLI CATION FORM I N
PRI VATE. ";

(E) THE STATEMENT, "IF YOU BELI EVE THAT SOVEONE HAS | NTERFERED W TH
YOUR RI GHT TO REG STER OR DECLINE TO RE@ STER TO VOIE, YOUR R GHT TO
PRIVACY [|IN DECID NG WHETHER TO REG STER OR I N APPLYI NG TO REG STER TO
VOTE, OR YOUR RI GHT TO CHOOSE YOUR OMWN POLI TI CAL PARTY OR OTHER PQLI -
TI CAL PREFERENCE, YOQU MAY FILE A COVPLAINT WTH THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS ( ADDRESS AND TOLL FREE TELEPHONE NUMBER)."; AND

(F) A TOLL FREE NUMBER AT THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS THAT CAN BE
CALLED FOR ANSWERS TO REG STRATI ON QUESTI ONS.

5. THE FORM CONTAI NI NG THE DECLI NATI ON TO REG STER TO VOTE SHALL BE
RETAI NED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVATION FOR THE SAME
PERIOD OF TIME AS SUCH DEPARTMENT RETAI NS THE ACCOMPANYI NG APPLI CATI ON
FOR SERVI CES OR FOR SUCH SHORTER PERI GD OF TI ME AS MAY BE APPROVED BY
THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS.

6. THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON SHALL TRANSM T THAT
PORTI ON OF THE FORM WHI CH CONSTI TUTES THE COWPLETED APPLI CATION FOR
REG STRATION OR CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM TO THE APPROPRI ATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS NOT LATER THAN TEN DAYS AFTER RECEI PT EXCEPT THAT ALL SUCH
COVPLETED APPLI CATI ONS AND FORMS RECEI VED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RON-
MENTAL CONSERVATI ON BETWEEN THE THI RTI ETH AND TVENTY- FI FTH DAY BEFORE AN
ELECTI ON SHALL BE TRANSM TTED I N SUCH MANNER AND AT SUCH TIME AS TO
ASSURE THEI R RECEI PT BY SUCH BOARD OF ELECTI ONS NOT LATER THAN THE TWEN-
TI ETH DAY BEFORE SUCH ELECTI ON. ALL TRANSM TTALS SHALL | NCLUDE ORI G NAL
SI GNATURES.

7. COVPLETED APPL| CATI ON FORMS RECEI VED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RON-
MENTAL CONSERVATI ON NOT LATER THAN THE TWENTY- FI FTH DAY BEFORE THE NEXT
ENSUI NG PRI MARY, GENERAL OR SPECI AL ELECTION AND TRANSM TTED BY SUCH
DEPARTMENT TO THE APPROPRIATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS SO THAT THEY ARE
RECEI VED NOT' LATER THAN THE TWENTI ETH DAY BEFORE SUCH ELECTION SHALL
ENTI TLE THE APPLI CANT TO VOTE | N SUCH ELECTI ON PROVI DED THE BOARD DETER-
M NES THAT THE APPLI CANT | S OTHERW SE QUALI FI ED.
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8. DI SCLOSURE OF VOTER REG STRATI ON | NFORMATI ON, | NCLUDI NG A DECLI NA-
TION TO REG STER, BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATION, ITS
AGENTS OR EMPLOYEES, FOR OTHER THAN VOTER REG STRATI ON PURPCSES, SHALL
BE DEEMED AN UNWARRANTED | NVASI ON OF PERSONAL PRI VACY PURSUANT TO THE
PROVI SI ONS OF SUBDI VI SI ON TWO OF SECTI ON EI GHTY- NI NE OF THE PUBLI C OFFI -
CERS LAW AND SHALL CONSTI TUTE A VI OLATION OF TH S CHAPTER.

9. APPLICATION FORMS SHALL BE PROCESSED BY THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS I N
THE MANNER PRESCRI BED BY SECTION 5-210 OF THIS TITLE OR, IF THE APPLI -
CANT 1S ALREADY REG STERED TO VOTE FROM ANOTHER ADDRESS | N SUCH COUNTY
OR CITY, IN THE MANNER PRESCRI BED BY SECTION 5-208 Of THIS TITLE. THE
BOARD SHALL SEND THE APPROPRI ATE NOTICE OF APPROVAL OR REJECTI ON AS
REQUI RED BY ElI THER SUBDI VI SI ON NI NE OF SUCH SECTI ON 5-210 OR SUBDI VI SI ON
FI VE OF SUCH SECTI ON 5- 208.

10. STRICT NEUTRALITY WTH RESPECT TO A PERSON S PARTY ENROLLMENT
SHALL BE MAI NTAI NED AND ALL PERSONS SEEKI NG VOTER REGQ STRATI ON FORMS AND
| NFORMATI ON SHALL BE ADVI SED THAT GOVERNMENT SERVI CES ARE NOT CONDI -
TI ONED ON BEI NG REG STERED TO VOTE.

11. NO STATEMENT SHALL BE MADE NOR ANY ACTI ON TAKEN TO DI SCOURAGE THE
APPLI CANT FROM REQ STERI NG TO VOTE.

12. THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVATI ON SHALL PROVI DE TO EACH
PERSON WHO CHOOSES TO REGQ STER TO VOTE THE SAME LEVEL OF ASSI STANCE
PROVI DED TO PERSONS | N CONNECTI ON W TH THE COVPLETION OF THE AGENCY'S
OM FORMS, UNLESS SUCH PERSON REFUSES SUCH ASSI STANCE.

13. THE STATE BQOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL ADOPT SUCH RULES AND REGU
LATI ONS AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO CARRY QUT THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI'S
SECTI ON. THE BOARD SHALL ALSO ADOPT SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS AS MAY BE
NECESSARY TO REQUI RE COUNTY BOARDS AND THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL
CONSERVATI ON TO PROVI DE THE STATE BOARD W TH SUCH | NFORVATI ON AND DATA
AS THE BOARD DEEMS NECESSARY TO ASSESS COWPLI ANCE W TH THI' S SECTI ON AND
TO COWPI LE SUCH STATI STICS AS MAY BE REQUI RED BY THE FEDERAL ELECTI ONS
COW SSI ON.

14. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL DEVELOP AND DI STRI BUTE PUBLI C
| NFORVATI ON AND PROMOTI ONAL  MATERI ALS RELATING TO THE PURPOSES AND
| MPLEMENTATI ON OF THI S PROGRAM

15. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL PREPARE AND DI STRI BUTE TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON WRI TTEN | NSTRUCTI ONS AS TO THE
| MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE PROGRAM AND SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR ESTABLI SHI NG
TRAI NI NG PROGRAMS FOR EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMVENTAL
CONSERVATI ON | NVOLVED | N SUCH PROGRAM

16. THE COW SSIONER OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON SHALL TAKE ALL
ACTI ONS WHI CH ARE NECESSARY AND PROPER FOR THE | MPLEMENTATION OF THI'S
SECTI ON. THE COWM SSI ONER OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON SHALL DESI GNATE
ONE PERSON W THI N THE AGENCY AS THE AGENCY VOTER REG STRATI ON COORDI NA-
TOR WHO WLL, UNDER THE DI RECTI ON OF THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS, BE
RESPONSI BLE FOR THE VOTER REGQ STRATI ON PROGRAM | N SUCH AGENCY.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i Mmedi at e-
ly, the addition, amendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effective date is
authorized and directed to be made and conpleted on or before such
effective date.



