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STATE OF NEW YORK

4674
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 5, 2015

Introduced by M of A KOLB -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on El ection Law

AN ACT to anend the election law and the public officers law, in
relation to the delegate selection process for a constitutiona
conventi on

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "People's Convention Reform Act".

S 2. Legislative findings and declaration. The |I|egislature hereby
finds that it is only at constitutional conventions that ordinary citi-
zens have the opportunity to reconsider the fundanental structure of
state governnent and to assess its effectiveness in |light of the current
social, economc and political conditions of the day. In providing for
periodic constitutional conventions, the framers of our current docunent
acknowl edged the need to have a dynamic, living and breathing statenment
of how government should operate and what limts or controls it should
have on our individual pursuit of life, |iberty and happi ness.

Unfortunately the | ast two constitutional conventions were dom nated
by the politically connected (two-thirds of the delegates to the 1938
convention and about 83% of the 1967 del egates were present or forner
el ect ed or party officials). To ensure the success of future
conventions, we nust limt the participation of elected and party offi-
cials so that the conventions can be "People's Conventions” and so the
voi ces of all New Yorkers, not just those of special interests, can be
hear d.

The legislature further finds and declares, in furtherance of estab-
i shing a meani ngful convention process, that:

(a) delegates to the convention should be involved and concerned citi-
zens and not elected officials, |obbyists, or party chairnen;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(b) prior to the convening of the convention, and solely as an aid to
del egates, there should be appointed a preparatory comr ssion with
adequate tinme to study the issues, establish a proposed initial agenda
and procedures, and prepare position papers, with ongoing information to
and participation of the public;

(c) insofar as possible, procedures should be established in both the
sel ection of delegates and in the running of the convention that wll
reduce partisanship; and

(d) reasonable time Ilimts should be placed on the Iength of the
convention and its costs, so as to assure that the operations of the
convention are not a burden on taxpayers, and that the conventi on nay
enj oy maxi mum citizen participation.

To ensure that future constitutional conventions are truly People's
Conventions, we hereby find and declare that the statutory reforns of
t he del egate sel ection process contained in this act nust be enact ed.

S 3. Section 1-104 of the election lawis anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 38 to read as foll ows:

38. THE TERM "NONPARTI SAN ELECTION' MEANS A PRI MARY, GENERAL OR
SPECI AL ELECTI ON | N WHI CH CANDI DATES SHALL RUN W THOUT PARTY LABEL, AND
POLI TI CAL PARTIES ARE PROH Bl TED FROM DESI GNATI NG OR NOM NATI NG CANDI -
DATES.

S 4. The election law is anmended by adding a new section 2-128 to read
as foll ows:

S 2-128. ELECTI ON OF PARTY COWM TTEE OFFI CERS AS DELEGATES TO STATE
CONSTI TUTI ONAL  CONVENTI ON.  NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW
I N THE EVENT THAT A PERSON SERVI NG AS CHAI RVAN, SECRETARY, OR TREASURER
OF A STATE OR COUNTY COW TTEE OF A POLI TI CAL PARTY | S ELECTED TO AND
SWORN AS A DELEGATE TO A STATE CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON, SUCH PERSON
SHALL BE DEEMED TO HAVE RESI GNED FROM H' S OR HER PCLI TI CAL PARTY POSI -
TION AND THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE FOR THE FI LLI NG OF VACANCI ES I N
SUCH PCSI TI ON SHALL APPLY.

S 5. The election law is anmended by adding a new section 6-125 to read
as foll ows:

S 6-125. NONPARTI SAN ELECTIONS OF DELEGATES TO A CONSTI TUTI ONAL
CONVENTI ON. 1. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF LAW ALL PRI MARY
ELECTI ONS AND GENERAL ELECTIONS FOR DELEGATES TO A CONSTI TUTI ONAL
CONVENTI ON PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE XI X OF THE NEW YORK STATE CONSTI TUTI ON
SHALL BE CONDUCTED AS NONPARTI SAN ELECTI ONS.

2. DESI GNATI ONS FOR NOM NATI ON AT A NONPARTI SAN PRI MARY FOR DELEGATES
TO A CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON SHALL BE MADE IN THE SAME MANNER AS
CURRENTLY PROVI DED FOR | NDEPENDENT DESI GNATI NG PETI TI ONS. ALL ENROLLED
VOTERS SHALL BE QUALI FI ED TO SI GN NONPARTI SAN DESI GNATI NG PETI TlI ONS

3. NOTW THSTANDI NG THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTION 6-136 OF THI'S ARTICLE OR
ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF LAW ALL PETI TI ONS FOR THE DESI GNATI ON FOR NOM -
NATI ON OF A CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON DELEGATE FROM A SENATE DI STRICT
MUST BE SIGNED BY NOT LESS THAN ONE THOUSAND ENROLLED VOTERS OF SUCH
SENATE DI STRI CT AND ALL PETI TI ONS FOR THE DESI GNATI ON FOR NOM NATI ON OF
A STATEW DE, AT- LARGE CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON DELEGATE MUST BE S| GNED
BY NOT LESS THAN TEN THOUSAND ENROLLED VOTERS OF THE STATE, OF WHOM NOT
LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED MUST RESIDE | N EACH OF TEN OF THE CONGRESSI ONAL
DI STRI CTS OF THE STATE.

4. THE FORM OF THE DESI GNATI NG PETI TI ON USED TO MAKE A DESI GNATION I N
A NONPARTI SAN PRI MARY SHALL BE SUBSTANTI ALLY | N THE FORM PRESCRI BED | N
SECTI ON 6-132 OF THI S ARTI CLE, EXCEPT THAT NO REFERENCE SHALL BE MADE TO
ANY POLI TI CAL PARTY THEREI N
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5. UNLESS OTHERW SE PROVIDED IN THIS SECTION, THE SECTIONS OF LAW
APPLI CABLE TO DESI GNATI NG PETI TI ONS FOR NONPARTI SAN PRI MARY ELECTI ONS
SHALL BE THOSE PRESCRI BED BY THI S ARTI CLE.

6. ALL REGQ STERED VOTERS, REGARDLESS OF PARTY AFFI LI ATI ON OR LACK
THEREOF, SHALL BE PERM TTED TO VOTE | N THE NONPARTI SAN PRI MARY ELECTI ON
FOR THE NOM NATION OF CANDIDATES FOR THE OFFI CE OF DELEGATE TO THE
CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON.  SUI TABLE PROVI SI ONS MUST BE MADE SO THAT EACH
ELECTOR MAY VOTE FOR UP TO THREE OF ANY SENATE DI STRICT CONSTI TUTI ONAL
CONVENTI ON DELEGATE CANDI DATES AND UP TO FIFTEEN OF ANY STATEW DE,
AT- LARGE CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON DELEGATE CANDI DATES.

7. UPON THE CANVASS OF VOTES | N A NONPARTI SAN PRI MARY THE NI NE CONSTI -
TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON DELEGATE CANDI DATES RECEI VI NG THE H GHEST NUMBER OF
VOTES |IN EACH SENATE DI STRICT AND THE THI RTY CANDI DATES RECEI VI NG THE
H GHEST NUMBER OF VOTES AS STATEW DE, AT- LARGE CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON
DELEGATES SHALL BE CERTI FI ED AS NOM NATED AND SHALL RUN IN THE GENERAL
ELECTI ON HELD SUBSEQUENT TO THE PRI MARY W THOUT PARTY | DENTI FI CATI ON.

8. NO CANDI DATE FOR DELEGATE TO A CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON SHALL I N
ANY WAY USE OR ALLOW HI MBELF OR HERSELF TO BE ASSOCI ATED WTH A PARTY
LABEL | N El THER THE PRI MARY OR GENERAL ELECTI ON.

9. ONCE A PERSON ANNOUNCES HI'S OR HER | NTENTI ON TO BE A CANDI DATE FOR
ELECTI ON TO THE POCSI TI ON OF DELEGATE TO THE CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON
AND UNTIL SUCH TI ME AS THAT PERSON |'S NO LONGER A CANDI DATE OR UNTIL HI' S
OR HER SERVICE AS A DELEGATE ENDS, WH CHEVER OCCURS LATER, SUCH CANDI -
DATE FOR DELEGATE TO A CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON SHALL NOT (A) PARTIC
| PATE IN ANY PARTISAN POLITICAL PARTY ACTIVITIES, EXCEPT THAT SUCH
CANDI DATE MAY REG STER TO VOTE AS A MEMBER OF ANY PCLITICAL PARTY AND
MAY VOTE | N ANY PARTY PRI MARY FOR CANDI DATES FOR NOM NATI ON OF THE PARTY
IN WHCH HE OR SHE |S REGQ STERED TO VOTE; (B) CAMPAI GN OR PUBLI CLY
REPRESENT OR ADVERTI SE H MSELF OR HERSELF AS A MEMBER OF ANY POLI Tl CAL
PARTY; (C) ENDORSE ANY CANDI DATE OR POLITICAL PARTY; (D) ACCEPT THE
ENDORSEMENT OF ANY POLI TI CAL PARTY; OR (E) SOLICIT OR ACCEPT CONTRI B-
UTI ONS FROM ANY POLI TI CAL PARTY COW TTEE, POLI TI CAL ACTI ON COW TTEE OR
POLI TI CAL COW TTEE PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON ELEVEN OF SECTI ON 14-114 OF
TH S CHAPTER.

10. WTH N ONE HUNDRED ElI GHTY DAYS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF TH'S
SECTI ON, THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGU
LATI ONS CONSI STENT WTH THI' S SECTION TO EFFECTUATE THE PURPOSES AND
POLI Cl ES HERECF.

S 6. Section 14-100 of the election |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 15 to read as foll ows:

15. "POLI TICAL ACTION COW TTEE" MEANS ANY COW TTEE ESTABLI SHED,
FI NANCED, MAI NTAINED OR CONTROLLED BY ANY PERSQN, GROUP OR ENTITY FOR
THE PURPOSE OF SUPPORTI NG CANDI DATES FOR ELECTED POLI TI CAL OFFI CE AND/ OR
OTHER POLI TI CAL PARTY OR POLI TI CAL COW TTEES BY MAKI NG CONTRI BUTI ONS TO
SUCH CANDI DATES AND/ OR THEI R PCLI TI CAL CAMPAI GN COW TTEES OR BY MAKI NG
CONTRIBUTIONS TO OTHER POLITI CAL PARTY OR OTHER PCLI TI CAL COW TTEES,
AND DOES NOT MAKE DI RECT EXPENDI TURES ON BEHALF OF CANDI DATES.

S 7. Section 14-114 of the election law is anmended by adding a new
subdivision 11 to read as foll ows:

11. NO POLI TI CAL PARTY COW TTEE, POLITI CAL ACTI ON COW TTEE OR PCLI -
TI CAL COW TTEE SHALL CONTRI BUTE TO ANY CANDI DATE FOR DELEGATE TO A
CONSTI TUTI ONAL  CONVENTI ON FOR EI THER THE PRI MARY OR GENERAL ELECTI ON.
NOR SHALL ANY CANDI DATE FOR DELEGATE TO A CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON
SOLICIT OR ACCEPT CONTRIBUTIONS FROM ANY POLITI CAL PARTY COWM TTEE,
POLI TI CAL ACTI ON COW TTEE OR PCLI TI CAL COW TTEE FOR El THER THE PRI MARY
OR GENERAL ELECTI ON.
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S 8. The election law is anmended by adding a new article 18 to read as
fol | ows:
ARTI CLE 18
REG STRATI ON AND REPORTS BY CERTAI N PERSONS PROMOTI NG
OR OPPCSI NG THE ADOPTI ON OF PROPOSED CONSTI TUTI ONAL
AVENDVENTS BY A CONSTI TUTI ONAL
CONVENTI ON

SECTI ON 18-100. REG STRATI ON AND REPORTS BY CERTAI N PERSONS PROMOTI NG
OR OPPCSING THE ADOPTION OF PROPOSED CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENTS BY A
CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON.

S 18-100. REQ STRATI ON AND REPORTS BY CERTAIN PERSONS PROMOTING OR
OPPCSI NG THE ADOPTI ON OF PROPOSED CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMVENTS BY A CONSTI -
TUTI ONAL  CONVENTION. 1. EVERY PERSON RETAI NED OR EMPLOYED FOR COVPEN-
SATI ON BY ANY PERSON, FI RM CORPORATI ON OR ASSCOCI ATI ON WHO, ON BEHALF OF
SUCH PRI NCl PAL OR EMPLOYER, PROMOTES OR OPPOSES DI RECTLY OR | NDI RECTLY
THE ADOPTI ON OF A PROPCSED CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMVENT OR AMENDVENTS BY A
CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON, WHETHER OR NOT HE OR SHE HAS A PERSONAL
| NTEREST THEREI N, SHALL, BEFORE ANY SERVI CE | S ENTERED UPON | N PROMOTI NG
OR OPPCSI NG SUCH PROPOSED CONSTI TUTI ONAL AVENDMENT OR AMENDMENTS, FI LE
IN THE OFFI CE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE A WRITING SUBSCRIBED BY SUCH
PERSON STATING THE NAME OR NAMES OF THE PERSON OR PERSONS, FIRM OR
FI RVS5, CORPORATI ON OR CORPORATI ONS, ASSOCI ATI ON OR ASSCCI ATI ONS, BY WHOM
OR ON WHOSE BEHALF HE OR SHE | S RETAI NED OR EMPLOYED, TOGETHER WTH A
BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON OF THE PROPOSED CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDVENT OR AMENDMENTS
I N REFERENCE TO WHI CH SUCH SERVI CE | S TO BE RENDERED.

2. | T SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE TO PROVI DE A DOCKET
TO BE KNOAWN AS THE DOCKET OF CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON APPEARANCES, W TH
APPROPRI ATE BLANKS AND | NDI CES, AND TO FORTHW TH ENTER THEREI N THE NAMES
OF THE PERSONS SO RETAI NED OR EMPLOYED AND OF THE PERSONS, FIRMB, CORPO
RATI ONS OR ASSOCI ATI ONS RETAI NI NG OR EMPLOYING THEM TOGETHER WTH A
BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON OF THE PROPOSED CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDVENT OR AMENDMENTS
IN REFERENCE TO WHICH THE SERVI CE | S TO BE RENDERED, WHI CH DOCKET SHALL
BE OPEN TO PUBLI C | NSPECTI ON.

3. UPON THE TERM NATI ON OF SUCH RETAI NER OR EMPLOYMENT THE FACT OF
SUCH TERM NATI ON, W TH THE DATE THEREOF, SHALL BE ENTERED | N THE DOCKET
BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE UPON RECEI VI NG WRI TTEN NOTI CE TO THAT EFFECT
FROM SUCH PERSON OR FROM THE PERSON, FI RM CORPORATI ON OR ASSOCI ATI ON I N
VWHOSE BEHALF SUCH SERVI CE HAS BEEN RENDERED.

4. NO PERSON RETAINED OR EMPLOYED TO PROMOTE OR OPPCSE, DI RECTLY OR
| NDI RECTLY, THE ADOPTION OF A PROPOSED CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDVENT OR
AVENDVENTS  BY A CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON SHALL BE ELI G BLE TO SERVE AS
A DELEGATE TO SUCH CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON.

5. NO PERSON, FIRM CORPORATI ON OR ASSOCI ATI ON SHALL RETAIN OR EMPLOY
ANY PERSON TO PROMOTE OR OPPOSE ANY PROPOSED CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDVENT OR
AVENDVENTS FOR COVPENSATI ON CONTINGENT |IN WHOLE OR I N PART UPON THE
ADOPTI ON OR DEFEAT OF ANY SUCH AMENDMVENT OR AMENDMVENTS BY THE CONSTI TU-
TI ONAL CONVENTI ON, AND NO PERSON SHALL ACCEPT ANY SUCH EMPLOYMENT OR
RENDER ANY SUCH SERVI CE FOR COVMPENSATI ON CONTI NGENT UPON SUCH ADOPTI ON
OR DEFEAT.

6. NO PERSON SHALL FOR COVPENSATI ON ENGAGE | N PROMOTI NG OR OPPCSI NG
ANY PROPCSED CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMVENT OR AMENDVENTS BY SUCH CONSTI TU-
TI ONAL  CONVENTI ON EXCEPT UPON APPEARANCE ENTERED | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE
FOREGO NG PROVI SI ONS OF THI' S SECTI ON.

7. |'T SHALL BE THE DUTY OF EVERY PERSON, FIRM CORPORATION, PUBLIC OR
PRI VATE, OR ASSOCI ATION, (WHETHER OR NOT REQUI RED TO FI LE PURSUANT TO
THE PROVI SI ONS OF SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI S SECTI ON), NOT LATER THAN APRI L
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FI FTEENTH, I N ANY YEAR I N WHI CH A CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON IS CONVENED
AND IN VWH CH A PROPOSED CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDVENT OR AMENDVENTS BY A
CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTION | S PUT TO THE VOTERS, TO FILE IN THE OFFI CE OF
THE SECRETARY OF STATE AN | TEM ZED STATEMENT VERI FI ED BY THE OATH OF
SUCH PERSON, OR IN CASE OF A FIRM BY THE OATH OF A MEMBER THEREOF, OR I N
CASE OF A DOVESTI C CORPORATI ON OR ASSOCI ATI ON BY THE OATH OF AN OFFI CER
THEREOF, OR I N CASE OF A FOREI GN CORPORATI ON OR ASSOCI ATI ON BY THE QATH
OF AN OFFI CER OR AGENT THEREOF, SHOW NG IN DETAIL ALL EXPENSES PAI D,
I NCURRED OR PROM SED DI RECTLY OR | NDI RECTLY IN EACH YEAR THROUGH THE
CONCLUSI ON OF THE YEAR I N WH CH ANY PROPOSED CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENT OR
AVENDVENTS BY A CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON HAVE BEEN PUT TO THE VOTERS,
I N CONNECTI ON W TH PROMOTI NG OR OPPOSI NG ANY CONSTI TUTI ONAL AVENDMENT OR
AVENDVENTS WHI CH MAY BE PROPOSED AT SUCH CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON, W TH
THE NAMES OF THE PAYEES AND THE AMOUNT PAI D TO EACH, | NCLUDI NG ALL
DI SBURSEMENTS PAID, |INCURRED OR PROM SED TO PERSONS EMPLOYED OR
RETAI NED, AND ALSO SPECI FYI NG THE NATURE OF SUCH CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMEND-
MENT OR AMENDMENTS, AND THE |NTEREST THEREIN OF SUCH PERSON, FIRM
CORPORATI ON  OR ASSCCI ATI ON; PROVI DED, HOWEVER, NO SUCH | TEM ZED STATE-
MENT NEED BE FILED | F THE TOTAL OF SUCH | TEM ZED EXPENSES IS LESS THAN
TWO HUNDRED FI FTY DOLLARS.

8. THE PROVISIONS OF THI'S SECTION SHALL NOT APPLY TO THE STATE NOR
SHALL SUBDI VI SI ONS ONE, FIVE AND NINE OF THI' S SECTI ON APPLY TO A COUNTY,
CITY, TOM, VILLAGE, PUBLIC BOARD OR INSTITUTION, OR THEIR AGENTS OR
EMPLOYEES; NOR SHALL THE PROVISIONS OF THI S SECTI ON BE CONSTRUED AS
AFFECTI NG PROFESSI ONAL SERVI CES | N DRAFTING A PROPCSED CONSTI TUTI ONAL
AVENDVENT  OR AMENDMVENTS OR | N ADVI SI NG CLI ENTS OR | N RENDERI NG OPI NI ONS
AS TO THE CONSTRUCTI ON AND EFFECT OF ANY CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENT OR
AVENDVENTS  WH CH MAY BE PROPOSED AT SUCH CONVENTI ON WHERE SUCH PROFES-
SI ONAL SERVI CE |I'S NOT OTHERW SE CONNECTED W TH CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON
ACTI ON.

9. ON OR BEFORE APRI L TWENTY- FOURTH I N ANY YEAR IN WHICH A CONSTI TU-
TI ONAL CONVENTI ON | S CONVENED, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL FURNI SH TO
EACH DELEGATE TO SUCH CONVENTI ON A SUMVARY OF THE | NFORMATI ON  CONTAI NED
I N THE DOCKET OF CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON APPEARANCES, AND ON OR BEFORE
SUCH DATE SHALL ALSO TRANSM T TO THE PRESI DENT OF SUCH CONSTI TUTI ONAL
CONVENTI ON A COPY OF EVERY STATEMENT FILED INH S OR HER OFFICE UP TO
AND | NCLUDI NG SUCH DATE PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION SI X OF THI S SECTI ON.

10. EVERY PERSON, EVERY MEMBER OF ANY FIRM AND EVERY ASSCCI ATI ON OR
CORPORATI ON VI OLATI NG ANY PROVI SION OF THIS SECTION AND EVERY PERSON
CAUSI NG OR PARTICIPATING IN A VICOLATI ON THERECF SHALL BE GUILTY OF A
M SDEMEANCR AND, | N CASE OF AN | NDI VI DUAL, SHALL BE PUNI SHABLE BY | MPRI -
SONMVENT | N A PENI TENTI ARY OR COUNTY JAIL FOR NOT MORE THAN ONE YEAR OR
BY A FINE OF NOT MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND DCOLLARS OR BY BOTH, AND, | N CASE
OF AN ASSCCI ATI ON OR CORPORATI ON, BY A FINE OF NOT MORE THAN ONE THOU
SAND DOLLARS. | N ADDI TION TO THE PENALTIES HEREI NBEFORE | MPOSED ANY
CORPORATI ON  OR ASSCCI ATION FAILING TO FILE THE STATEMENT OF EXPENSES
PRESCRI BED BY THI S SECTI ON SHALL FORFEIT TO THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF
NEW YORK THE SUM OF ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS PER DAY FOR EACH DAY FOLLOW NG
THE EXPI RATI ON OF THI RTY DAYS AFTER THE TI ME FI XED BY SUBDI VI SI ON SI X OF
THI'S SECTI ON FOR FI LI NG SUCH STATEMENT, TO BE RECOVERED IN AN ACTION TO
BE BROUGHT BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL.

S 9. Section 30 of the public officers |law is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 1-a to read as foll ows:

1- A. VHENEVER ANY STATE OR LOCAL OFFI CER, AS THOSE TERMS ARE DEFI NED
IN SECTION TWO OF THI S CHAPTER, | S ELECTED AND SWORN AS A DELEGATE TO A
STATE CONSTI TUTI ONAL CONVENTI ON, SUCH OFFI CIAL WLL BE DEEMED TO HAVE
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VACATED H'S OR HER STATE OR LOCAL OFFI CE AND THE SAID OFFI CE WLL BE
DEEMED VACANT FOR PURPOSES OF THE NOM NATION AND APPO NTMENT OF A
SUCCESSOR.

S 10. No later than 180 days prior to the convening of the constitu-
tional convention, and solely as an aid to delegates, there shall be
appointed a constitutional convention preparatory conmm ssion whose
pur pose shall be to study the issues, establish a proposed initial agen-
da and procedures, and prepare position papers, with ongoing information
to and participation of the public. Menbers of the comm ssion shall be
appointed as follows: two each by the governor, the majority |eader of
the senate and the speaker of the assenbly, and one each by the mnority
| eader of the senate and the mnority |leader of the assenbly. The
menbers shall elect a chair.

S 11. Severability. If any provision of this act, or the application
thereof to any person or circunstance, shall be adjudged by any court of
conpetent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such judgment
shall not affect, inmpair or invalidate the remai nder thereof, but shal
be confined in its operation to the provision of this act, or in its
application to the person or circunstance, directly involved in the
controversy in which such judgnment shall have been rendered.

S 12. This act shall take effect inmediately.



