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AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to hospital crowding

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 2805-b of the public health |aw is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 6 to read as fol |l ows:

6. (A) A GENERAL HOSPI TAL SHALL | DENTI FY AND USE | MVEDI ATE MEASURES TO
MOVE ANY ADM TTED PATI ENT I N THE EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT TO AN ALTERNATE
APPROPRI ATE LOCATI ON W THI N FOUR HOURS OF BEI NG ADM TTED. | N | DENTI FYI NG
SUCH ALTERNATI VE LOCATI ONS THE GENERAL HOSPI TAL SHALL CONSI DER THE USE
OF BEDS | N SOLARI UVMS AND HALLWAYS NEAR NURSI NG STATI ONS AS WELL AS OTHER
APPROPRI ATE LOCATIONS. ALL STAFFING  SERVICES, PRI VACY, | NFECTI ON
CONTROL AND CONFI DENTI ALI TY PROCEDURES SHALL BE CONSI STENTLY I N PLACE IN
ALL GENERAL HOSPI TALS REGARDLESS OF BED LOCATI ON.

(B) EVERY GENERAL HOSPI TAL SHALL HAVE I N PLACE EFFECTI VE MONI TORI NG
PROTOCOLS TO TRACK AND | DENTI FY LENGTH OF STAY PATTERNS AND DEVI ATI ONS,
BOTH FOR | NPATI ENTS AND FOR PATI ENTS | N THE EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT.

(© EVERY GENERAL HOSPITAL SHALL DEVELOP APPROPRI ATE PLANNI NG TO
PREVENT THE DI VERSI ON OF PATI ENTS TO OTHER GENERAL HOSPI TALS AND THE
MAI NTENANCE OF ADM TTED PATI ENTS W THI N EMERGENCY DEPARTMENTS FOR MORE
THAN FOUR HOURS.

(D) THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL CONDUCT PERI ODI C | NSPECTI ONS OF GENERAL
HOSPI TAL EMERGENCY DEPARTMENTS TO.

(1) DETERM NE AND ENSURE COWPLI ANCE W TH THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SUBDI -
VI SION;, PROVIDED HOWNEVER, THAT AT LEAST ONE UNANNOUNCED | NSPECTI ON OF
ONE GENERAL HOSPI TAL SHALL BE CONDUCTED PER REG ON PER YEAR;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(1) 1 NVESTI GATE ANY REPORT MADE PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (E) OF THI'S
SUBDI VI SI ON;

(rer) DETERM NE  VWHETHER VI OLATIONS OR DEFICIENCIES HAVE BEEN
CORRECTED; AND

(1'V) ACCOWPLI SH ANY OTHER PURPOSE DEEMED NECESSARY AND APPROPRI ATE BY
THE COWM SSI ONER

(E) EVERY HOSPITAL SHALL REPORT TO THE COWM SSI ONER MORE THAN S| X
DI VERSI ONS | N ANY MONTH OR MORE THAN TWENTY- FI VE DI VERSI ONS | N ANY YEAR
OF PATI ENTS FROM SUCH GENERAL HOSPI TAL.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a Ilaw, provided that any
rules and regul ations necessary to inplement the provisions of this act
on its effective date are authorized and directed to be conpleted on or
bef ore such date.



