Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

4433
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 30, 2015

Introduced by M of A SILVER CUSICK, WRIGHT, GOTTFRIED, G.ICK,
CYMBROW TZ, BRENNAN, PERRY, COLTON -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
ABI NANTI , BRAUNSTEI N, BUCHWALD, CAHI LL, COCK, DI NOW TZ, GALEF, HEVESI,
JAFFEE, KI'M LUPARDO, MAGNARELLI, MARKEY, PAULIN, RAMOS, SCARBOROUGH
SCHI MEL, SI MOTAS, SKOUFI S, SOLAGES, THI ELE -- read once and referred
to the Commttee on El ection Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to early voting

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 3-400 of the election law is anended by adding a
new subdivision 9 to read as foll ows:

9. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY | NCONSI STENT PROVISIONS OF TH'S SECTION,
ELECTI ON | NSPECTORS OR POLL CLERKS, |F ANY, AT EARLY VOTING LOCATI ONS
SHALL CONSIST OF EITHER BOARD OF ELECTIONS EMPLOYEES WHO SHALL BE
APPO NTED BY THE COWM SSI ONERS OF SUCH BOARD OR DULY QUALI FIED | NDI VI D-
UALS, APPO NTED |IN THE MANNER SET FORTH IN THI S SECTI ON. APPO NTMENTS
TO THE OFFI CES OF ELECTI ON | NSPECTOR OR POLL CLERK I N EACH EARLY VOTI NG
LOCATI ON SHALL BE EQUALLY DI VI DED BETWEEN THE MAJOR PCLI TI CAL PARTI ES.

S 2. Subdivision 1 of section 4-117 of the election |aw, as anended by
chapter 288 of the laws of 2009, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. The board of elections, between August first and August fifth of
each year, shall send by first class mail on which is endorsed "ADDRESS
CORRECTI ON REQUESTED' and which contains a request that any such nai
recei ved for persons not residing at the address be dropped back in the
mail, a communication, in a form approved by the state board of
el ections, to every registered voter who has been registered wthout a
change of address since the beginning of such year, except that the
board of elections shall not be required to send such comruni cations to
voters in inactive status. The conmunication shall notify the voter of
the days and hours of the ensuing prinmary and general el ections, |NCLUD
| NG THE DAYS AND HOURS FOR EARLY VOTI NG AND THE LOCATI ONS THEREFOR, the

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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pl ace where he appears by his registration records to be entitled to
vote, the fact that voters who have noved or will have noved from the
address where they were last registered nmust re-register or, that if
such nove was to another address in the same county or city, that such
voter nay either notify the board of elections of his new address or
vote by paper ballot at the polling place for his new address even if
such voter has not re-registered, or otherwise notified the board of
el ections of the change of address. If the location of the polling place
for the voter's election district has been noved, the conmmunication
shall contain the following |legend in bold type: "YOUR POLLI NG PLACE HAS

BEEN CHANGED. YOU NOW VOTE AT.......... ". The conmunication shall also
indicate whether the polling place is accessible to physically disabled
voters, that a voter who will be out of the city or county on the day of
the primary or general election or a voter who is ill or physically

di sabl ed may obtain an absentee ballot, that a physically disabled voter
whose polling place is not accessible nay request that his registration
record be noved to an election district which has a polling place which
is accessible, the phone nunber to call for applications to nove a
registration record or for absentee ballot applications, the phone
nunber to call for the location of registration and polling places, the
phone nunber to call to indicate that the voter is willing to serve on
election day as an election inspector, poll clerk, interpreter or in
ot her capacities, the phone nunber to call to obtain an application for
regi stration by mail, and such other information concerning the
el ections or registration as the board may include. In lieu of sending
such communi cation to every registered voter, the board of elections nay
send a single conmmunication to a household containing nore than one
regi stered voter, provided that the nanes of all such voters appear as
part of the address on such comuni cati on.

S 3. Subdivision 1 of section 8-102 of the election |aw is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph (k) to read as foll ows:

(K) VOTI NG AT EACH EARLY VOTING SI TE SHALL BE CONDUCTED IN A MANNER
CONSI STENT WTH THE PROVISIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE, W TH THE EXCEPTI ON OF
THE TABULATI ON AND PROCLAMATION OF ELECTION RESULTS WHI CH SHALL BE
COVWLETED ACCORDING TO SUBDIVISIONS EIGHT, N NE, AND TEN OF SECTI ON
8-600 OF THI S ARTI CLE

S 4. Section 8-104 of the election lawis anmended by adding a new
subdivision 7 to read as foll ows:

7. TH'S SECTION SHALL APPLY ON ALL EARLY VOTI NG DAYS AS PROVI DED FOR
I N SECTI ON 8-600 OF THI S ARTI CLE

S 5. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 2 of section 8-508 of the election
law, as anended by chapter 200 of the |aws of 1996, is anended to read
as foll ows:

(b) The second section of such report shall be reserved for the board
of inspectors to enter the nane, address and registration serial nunber
of each person who is challenged on the day of election OR ON ANY DAY IN
VWH CH THERE | S EARLY VOTI NG PURSUANT TO SECTION 8-600 OF THI'S ARTICLE
together with the reason for the chall enge. If no voters are chal -
| enged, the board of inspectors shall enter the words "No Challenges”
across the space reserved for such nanmes. In |ieu of preparing section
two of the challenge report, the board of elections nay provide, next to
t he nane of each voter on the conputer generated registration list, a
place for the inspectors of election to record the infornmation required
to be entered in such section two, or provide at the end of such comput -
er generated registration list, a place for the inspectors of election
to enter such information.
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S 6. Article 8 of the election law is anended by adding a newtitle 6
to read as foll ows:
TI TLE VI
EARLY VOTI NG
SECTI ON 8-600. EARLY VOTI NG
8-602. STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS; POMNERS AND DUTI ES FOR EARLY
VOTI NG

S 8-600. EARLY VOTING 1. BEGA NNING THE THI RD THURSDAY PRIOR TO ANY
GENERAL ELECTI ON FOR ANY PUBLI C OR PARTY OFFI CE, AND THE SECOND THURSDAY
PRI OR TO ANY PRI MARY OR SPECI AL ELECTI ON FOR ANY PUBLI C OR PARTY OFFI CE,
AND ENDI NG ON THE THURSDAY | MMVEDI ATELY PRECEDI NG A GENERAL, PRI MARY OR
SPECI AL ELECTI ON FOR ANY PUBLI C OR PARTY OFFI CE, PERSONS DULY REG STERED
AND ELI A BLE TO VOTE FOR CANDI DATES FOR SUCH OFFI CE SHALL BE PERM TTED
TO VOTE I N PERSON BY BALLOT FOR A CANDI DATE FOR SUCH OFFI CE. VOTERS WHO
CAST A VOTE AT AN EARLY VOTI NG SI TE DURI NG THE EARLY VOTI NG PERI OD SHALL
BE PROHI Bl TED FROM VOTI NG ON ELECTI ON DAY.

2. THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS OF EACH COUNTY SHALL DESI GNATE AT LEAST FI VE
POLLI NG SI TES, | NCLUDI NG THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS | TSELF, I N EACH COUNTY
OR BOROUGH IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK, FOR PERSONS TO VOTE EARLY PURSUANT
TO THI'S SECTI ON. SUCH PCLLI NG SI TES SHALL BE GEOGRAPHI CALLY LOCATED SO
AS TO PROVIDE ALL VOTERS IN THE COUNTY AN EQUAL OPPORTUNI TY TO CAST A
BALLOT, |INSOFAR AS |S PRACTICABLE. IN THE EVENT THAT THE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS DETERM NES THAT THE NUMBER OF EARLY VOTI NG SI TES IS | NSUFFI -
Cl ENT DUE TO THE NUMBER OF VOTERS WHO ARE VOTI NG EARLY, THE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS MAY ESTABLISH ADDI TI ONAL EARLY VOTI NG SI TES FOR THE CONVEN-
| ENCE OF ELI G BLE VOTERS W SHI NG TO VOTE AT SUCH EARLY VOTING SITES.
FURTHER, THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL G VE ADEQUATE NOTI CE TO ELI d BLE
VOTERS OF SUCH ADDI TI ONAL EARLY VOTI NG SI TES. THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON
4-104 OF TH S CHAPTER SHALL APPLY TO THE DESI GNATI ON OF POLLI NG PLACES
FOR EARLY VOTI NG EXCEPT WHERE SUCH PROVI SI ONS ARE | NCONSI STENT WTH THI S
SUBDI VI SI ON.

3. ANY PERSON ENTI TLED TO VOTE EARLY MAY DO SO AT ANY EARLY VOTING
SI TE ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION TWDO OF THI'S SECTION I N THE
COUNTY WHERE SUCH VOTER | S REG STERED TO VOTE PROVI DED, HONEVER, |IF IT
IS | MPRACTI CAL FOR THE COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTI ONS TO PROVI DE EACH EARLY
VOTI NG SI TE ALL APPROPRI ATE BALLOTS FOR EACH ELECTI ON TO BE VOTED ON I N
THE COUNTY OR SUCH BOARD OF ELECTIONS IS UNABLE TO ENSURE THAT SUCH
VOTER HAS NOT PREVI OQUSLY VOTED EARLY DURI NG SUCH ELECTI ON, THE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS SHALL PROVIDE APPROPRIATE FORMS OF BALLOTS ONLY FOR THOSE
VOTERS REG STERED TO VOTE IN THE AREA SERVED BY SUCH EARLY VOTING SITE
AS DESI GNATED BY THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS.

4. POLLS SHALL BE OPEN FOR EARLY VOTI NG FROM El GHT O CLOCK I N THE
MORNI NG UNTI L ElI GHT O CLOCK | N THE EVENI NG EACH WEEK DAY AND FROM NI NE
O CLOCK IN THE MORNING UNTIL FIVE O CLOCK I N THE AFTERNOON ON SATURDAY
AND SUNDAY. NOTHI NG IN THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO PROH BIT ANY
BOARD OF ELECTI ONS FROM EXTENDI NG HOURS FOR EARLY VOTI NG PAST THE TI MES
SPECI FI ED HEREI N.

5. THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL CREATE A COVWMUNI CATION PLAN THAT IS
EASI LY ACCESSI BLE AND UNDERSTOOD BY ALL VOTERS. SUCH COVMUNI CATI ONS PLAN
SHALL UTI LI ZE ANY AND ALL MEDI A OQUTLETS, | NCLUDI NG SOCI AL MEDI A. | NFOR-
MATI ON TO BE PROVI DED SHALL | NCLUDE THE LOCATION OF ALL EARLY VOTING
SITES AND A NOTATION WHETHER SUCH SITES ARE ACCESSI BLE TO DI SABLED
VOTERS, DATES AND HOURS OF OPERATI ON, A CLEAR AND UNAMBI GUOUS MESSAGE TO
VOTERS NOTI FYI NG THEM THAT | F SUCH VOTERS CAST A BALLOT DURI NG THE EARLY
VOTI NG PERI OD THEN THEY W LL NOT BE ALLOAED TO VOTE ON ELECTI ON DAY; AND
| F EARLY VOTI NG POLLI NG PLACES ARE REG ONALI ZED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON
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THREE OF THI'S SECTION, THE LOCATI ON OF THE EARLY VOTI NG POLLI NG PLACE
SERVI NG THE VOTERS OF ANY PARTICULAR CITY, TOM OR OTHER POLITI CAL
SUBDI VI SI ON.

6. THE FORM OF PAPER BALLOTS, |F USED IN EARLY VOTI NG SHALL COWPLY
W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF ARTI CLE SEVEN OF TH S CHAPTER THAT ARE APPL| CABLE
TO VOTI NG BY PAPER BALLOT ON ELECTI ON DAY AND SUCH BALLOT SHALL BE CAST
IN THE SAME MANNER AS PROVIDED FOR I N SECTION 8-312 OF TH S ARTI CLE,
PROVI DED HOAEVER THAT BALLOTS CAST DURI NG THE EARLY VOTI NG PERI OD SHALL
NOT BE CANVASSED UNTIL NINE O CLOCK I N THE EVENI NG ON ELECTI ON DAY.

7. VOTERS CASTI NG BALLOTS PURSUANT TO THI'S TI TLE SHALL BE SUBJECT TO
CHALLENGE AS PROVI DED I N SECTI ONS 8-500, 8-502 AND 8-504 OF THI S ARTI -
CLE.

8. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SIONS OF TH S CHAPTER, AT NI NE
O CLOCK IN THE EVENI NG ON ELECTION DAY, THE REMOVABLE ELECTRONIC OR
COVPUTERI ZED DEVI CES I N USE BY ALL VOTI NG SCANNERS USED DURI NG THE EARLY
VOTING PERIOD SHALL BE PROCESSED, | N A MANNER NOT | NCONSI STENT W TH
ARTI CLE NI NE OF THI S CHAPTER, BY Bl PARTI SAN TEAMS OF BOARD OF ELECTI ONS
EMPLOYEES OR ELECTION |INSPECTORS AS DESIGNATED BY THE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS. THEREAFTER, TABULATED RESULTS TAPES SHALL BE PRODUCED AND A
CANVASS SHEET REFLECTING THE AGGREGATED VOTE RESULTS OF EARLY VOTI NG
SHALL BE COVWPLETED AND S| GNED BY SAI D Bl PARTI SAN CANVASS TEANE.

9. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY PROVI SIONS OF THI S CHAPTER, AT THE END OF EACH
DAY OF EARLY VOTI NG, ANY EARLY VOTI NG BALLOTS THAT WERE NOT ABLE TO BE
SCANNED AT ANY EARLY VOTI NG SI TE SHALL BE SCANNED BY A BI PARTI SAN TEAM
OF | NSPECTORS ASSIGNED TO SUCH EARLY VOTE SI TE. ANY SUCH BALLOTS THAT
REMAI N UNSCANNED BECAUSE THE SCANNER WAS UNAVAI LABLE, OR BECAUSE OF AN
OVERVOTE OR BLANK BALLOT WARNI NG ON THE BALLOT SCANNER SCREEN, SHALL BE
RETURNED TO THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS UNCOUNTED. AT NINE O CLOCK IN THE
EVENING ON ELECTION DAY AT THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS, SUCH UNSCANNED
BALLOTS SHALL BE CANVASSED BY Bl PARTI SAN TEAMS OF BOARD OF ELECTIONS
EMPLOYEES OR ELECTION |INSPECTORS AS DESIGNATED BY THE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS. THE VOTES FROM SUCH BALLOTS SHALL BE RECORDED ON TALLY SHEETS
AND BE SI GNED BY SAI D BI PARTI SAN CANVASS TEAMS. RESULTS TABULATED ON
SAID TALLY SHEETS SHALL BE ADDED TO THE TABULATED RESULTS TAPES TOTALS,
AND THE SI GNED TALLY SHEETS SHALL BE AFFIXED TO CORRESPONDI NG EARLY
VOTI NG CANVASS SHEETS.

10. UPON THE COWLETION OF THE CANVASS OF ALL EARLY VOTI NG BALLOTS
CAST, THE REMOVABLE ELECTRONI C OR COVPUTERI ZED DEVI CES USED I N ALL EARLY
VOTI NG SCANNERS SHALL BE USED TO PRODUCE THE UNOFFI Cl AL TALLY OF RESULTS
AS REQUI RED I N SECTI ON 9-126 OF THI S CHAPTER

S 8-602. STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS; POAERS AND DUTI ES FOR EARLY VOTI NG
ANY RULE OR REGULATION NECESSARY FOR THE | MPLEMENTATION OF THE
PROVISIONS OF THIS TITLE SHALL BE PROMULGATED BY THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTIONS PROVIDED THAT SUCH RULES AND REGULATIONS SHALL | NCLUDE
PROVI SIONS TO ENSURE THAT BALLOTS CAST EARLY, BY ANY METHOD ALLOWED
UNDER LAW ARE COUNTED AND CANVASSED AS | F CAST ON ELECTI ON DAY. THE
STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL PROMULGATE ANY OTHER RULES AND REGU
LATI ONS NECESSARY TO ENSURE AN EFFI CI ENT AND FAI R EARLY VOTI NG PROCESS
THAT RESPECTS THE PRI VACY OF THE VOTER PROVI DED FURTHER THAT SUCH RULES
AND REGULATIONS SHALL REQUI RE THAT THE VOTI NG HI STORY RECORD FOR EACH
VOTER BE CONTI NUALLY UPDATED TO REFLECT EACH | NSTANCE OF EARLY VOTI NG BY
SUCH VOTER

S 7. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



