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I ntroduced by M of A ABINANTI -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A KEARNS
-- read once and referred to the Conm ttee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to state assistance to
school districts for each school age child receiving special education
prograns and services

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and purpose. The |legislature finds
that the costs to school districts and, indirectly, to real property tax
payers for providing special education prograns and services is increas-
ingly a burden maeking the essential educational mission nore difficult
to carry out. The legislature further finds that special education is a
heal t h based service and shoul d nore appropriately be borne by the state
government. Therefore, it is the purpose of this act to phase-in over
five years the assunption by the state of the costs to school districts
for each child receiving special education progranms and services and to
provi de that school property taxes be reduced accordingly.

S 2. Section 3602 of the education |aw is amended by adding a new
subdi vision 21 to read as foll ows:

21. SPECI AL SUPPLEMENTAL APPORTI ONMENT FOR SCHOOL AGE CHI LDREN RECEI V-
| NG SPECI AL EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS AND SERVICES. A. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY
OTHER PROVISION OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY, EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL
RECEI VE A SPECI AL SUPPLEMENTAL APPORTI ONMENT FOR SCHOOL AGE CHI LDREN
RECEI VI NG SPECI AL EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS AND SERVI CES BEG NNI NG JULY FI RST
TWO THOUSAND SI XTEEN AND THEREAFTER AS PROVI DED HEREIN. AS USED IN THI'S
SUBDI VI SI ON, THE BASE YEAR APPORTI ONMVENT SHALL BE THE AMOUNT PAYABLE FOR
EACH SCHOOL DI STRICT'S CLAIMS FOR SCHOOL AGE CHI LDREN RECEI VI NG SPECI AL
EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS AND SERVI CES FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR BEG NNING JULY
FI RST, TWDO THOUSAND FI FTEEN. FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR BEG NNI NG JULY FI RST
TWO THOUSAND SI XTEEN, EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL RECEI VE THElI R BASE YEAR
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APPORTI ONMENT PLUS NOT LESS THAN TWENTY PERCENT OF THE DI FFERENCE
BETWEEN SUCH APPORTI ONMENT AND |ITS TOTAL COST FOR SPECI AL EDUCATI ON
PROGRAMS. FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR BEGQ NNI NG JULY FI RST, TWO THOUSAND SEVEN-
TEEN, EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL RECEI VE THEI R BASE YEAR APPORTI ONVENT
PLUS NOT LESS THAN FORTY PERCENT OF THE DI FFERENCE BETWEEN SUCH APPOR-
TIONVENT AND |ITS TOTAL COST FOR SPECI AL EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS. FOR THE
SCHOOL YEAR BEG NNI NG JULY FI RST, TWDO THOUSAND EIGHTEEN EACH SCHOOL
DI STRICT SHALL RECEI VE THEI R BASE YEAR APPORTI ONVENT PLUS NOT LESS THAN
SI XTY PERCENT OF THE DI FFERENCE BETWEEN SUCH APPORTI ONVENT AND | TS TOTAL
COST FOR SPECI AL EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS. FOR THE SCHOCOL YEAR BEGQ NNI NG  JULY
FIRST, TWDO THOUSAND NI NETEEN, EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL RECElI VE THEI R
BASE YEAR APPORTI ONMVENT PLUS NOT LESS THAN El GHTY PERCENT OF THE DI FFER-
ENCE BETWEEN SUCH APPORTI ONMENT AND | TS TOTAL COST FOR SPECI AL EDUCATI ON
PROGRAMS. FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR BEGQ NNI NG JULY FI RST, TWDO THOUSAND TWENTY
AND THEREAFTER, EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT RECElI VES AN APPORTI ONMVENT EQUAL TO
| TS TOTAL COST FOR SPECI AL EDUCATI ON PROGRANMNS.

B. SCHOOL DI STRICTS SHALL APPLY THE |NCREMENTS | N APPORTI ONMVENT
RECEI VED PURSUANT TO THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON TO REDUCI NG THEI R TAX LEVY FROM
REAL PROPERTY TAXES. FOR EACH TAXABLE YEAR AFTER THE SPECI AL APPORTI ON
MENTS COWWENCE, EACH SCHOOL DI STRICT SHALL CERTIFY TO THE COVWM SSI ONER
THAT I T HAS MADE THE REDUCTI ON TO | TS REAL PROPERTY TAX LEVY AS REQUI RED
BY THI S PARAGRAPH.

C. THE LEGQ SLATURE SHALL ANNUALLY APPROPRI ATE AN AMOUNT WTH N THE
APPROPRI ATION FOR GENERAL SUPPORT FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS SUFFI ClI ENT TO
SUPPORT ALL Al D PAYMENTS | NCURRED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH A OF THI S SUBDI -
VI SI ON.

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



