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STATE OF NEW YORK

3918
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 28, 2015

I ntroduced by M of A TEDI SCO TH ELE, KOLB, BUTLER, MKEVI TT, PALMESA-
NO, MONTESANO -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A BARCLAY, CROUCH
FINCH 4 G.IO HAWEY, LOPEZ, OAKS, RAIA, SALADINO, TENNEY -- read
once and referred to the Commttee on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education |law, the state finance |aw and the tax
law, in relation to increasing educational opportunities in the fields
of math, science and technology or any high-tech field; and naking an
appropriation therefor

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "New Edi son Project Act".

S 2. Legislative intent. Today, Americans are feeling the far-reaching
ef fects of economc globalization and the loss of the Anerican
distinction as the | eader in technol ogical innovation. Wile there is
recognition throughout the United States from academ c, political and
busi ness | eaders of the nature of the problem solutions appear both
varied and isolated. Only recently has governnent been conpelled to put
forth |l egislative efforts.

Here in New York, we have nade great efforts to cultivate a new gener-
ation of high tech business, and we have marketed these energing efforts
wi th names such as Tech Valley and Silicon Alley. If we are to continue
to build a future for New York as a technol ogical center for innovation
and science, we nust be committed to cultivating a new generation of
scienti sts.

The New Edison Project does not rely on a single decision-mnmaking
factor to influence a student's career choice, but instead enploys a
broad range of prograns that seek to influence and inspire a generation
of high school and coll ege students.

S 3. Section 305 of the education law is anended by adding two new
subdi vi sions 53 and 54 to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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53. THE COW SSIONER SHALL DEVELOP GUIDELINES BY WH CH SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS MAY ESTABLI SH H GH SCHOOLS OFFERI NG ADVANCED CURRI CULA OF THE
SCI ENCES. SUCH SCHOOLS WOULD BE EI THER DI STI NCT H GH SCHOOLS OR PROGRAMS
WTH N H GH SCHOOLS DI STRI BUTED REG ONALLY THROUGHOUT THE STATE WHI CH
PROVI DE STUDENTS W TH ENRI CHED MATH, SClI ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY CURRI CULA.
EACH SCHOCL DI STRI CT | NTERESTED | N PARTI Cl PATI NG SHALL SUBM T AN APPLI -
CATI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT SETTI NG FORTH | TS PLAN FOR ADVANCED CURRI CULUM
SI X SCHOOL DI STRICTS SHALL BE ACCEPTED FOR ADVANCED CURRI CULUM FUNDI NG
OF UP TO ONE M LLI ON DOLLARS EACH I N ADDI TI ON TO TRADI TI ONAL SCHOOL Al D.

54. TO PROPERLY ACQUAINT THE PUBLIC WTH THE |MPORTANCE OF THE
PROVI SI ONS OF SUBDI VI SI ON FI FTY- THREE OF THI S SECTI ON, THE COWM SSI ONER,
WTH  APPROPRI ATE CONSULTATION, SHALL ESTABLISH A CELEBRITY MED A
CAMPAI GN WHEREBY CELEBRI TI ES OF TELEVI SION, FILM AND THE SCl ENCES ARE
| N\VOLVED TO DRAW ATTENTI ON TO MATH, SClI ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY CAREER PATHS.
TH' S CAMPAI GN W LL ALSO BE Al MED AT PARENTS OF POTENTI AL STUDENTS OF THE
ADVANCED CURRI CULUM

S 4. The education |law is anended by adding a new section 667-b to
read as foll ows:

S 667-B. SUPPLEMENTAL PROGRAM FOR MATH, SCI ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY MAJORS.
ANY FULL TI ME STUDENT ENTERI NG H' S OR HER SOPHOMORE YEAR WHO | S ENROLLED
IN A MATH, SCI ENCE OR TECHNOLOGY MAJOR, AND WHO IS A RECPIENT OF
TUI TI ON  ASSI STANCE PURSUANT TO SECTI ON SI X HUNDRED S| XTY- SEVEN OF THI S
SUBPART, SHALL RECEI VE AN ADDI TI ONAL SUM OF FI VE HUNDRED DOLLARS TOWARD
TUI TI ON.

S 5. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 669-f to
read as foll ows:

S 669-F. ADDI TI ONAL | NCENTIVES IN THE FIELDS OF MATH, SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY. |IN ADDITION TO THE |INCENTIVES TOMRD A TEACH NG CAREER
PURSUANT TO SECTION SI X HUNDRED SIXTY-NINE-D OF TH' S SUBPART, THE
COW SSI ONER  SHALL SELECT UP TO FI VE HUNDRED FULL TI ME STUDENTS WHO ARE
MAJORI NG | N MATH, SCI ENCE OR TECHNOLOGY OR ANY OTHER HI GH TECHNOLOGY
FIELD THAT THE COVWM SSI ONER DEEMS APPROPRI ATE, TO RECEI VE LOAN FORG VE-
NESS OF TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS PER YEAR FOR UP TO FI VE YEARS PROVI DED EACH
SUCH STUDENT AGREES I N WRI TI NG TO WORKI NG WTHI N THI S STATE FOR AT LEAST
FI VE YEARS AFTER GRADUATI ON | N AN APPROPRI ATE FI ELD OF MATH, SCIENCE OR
TECHNOLOGY OR ANY OTHER H GH TECHNOLOGY FIELD THAT THE COWM SSI ONER
DEEMS APPROPRI ATE.

S 6. The state finance |law is anended by adding a new section 89-i to
read as follows:
S 89-1. MCROSCOPE FUND. 1. THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED I N THE JO NT

CUSTODY OF THE COW SSI ONER OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE AND THE COWVPTROLLER,
A SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOMWN AS THE "M CROSCOPE FUND".

2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSI ST OF ALL REVENUES RECEI VED BY THE DEPARTMENT
OF TAXATION AND FI NANCE FROM GRANTS, CONTRI BUTI ONS, DONATI ONS AND ALL
OTHER MONEYS CREDI TED OR TRANSFERRED THERETO FROM ANY OTHER FUND OR
SOURCE PURSUANT TO LAW THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON SHALL ESTABLI SH A
LOW I NTEREST LOAN FUND, TO BE ADM NI STERED BY A PRI VATE FI NANCI AL CORPG-
RATI ON. SUCH FUND SHALL PROVIDE UP TO FI FTY THOUSAND DOLLARS PER H GH
SCHOCOL GRANTED A LOW I NTEREST LOAN PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON. H GH
SCHOCOLS SHALL QUALIFY FOR SUCH A LOAN BASED ON CRI TERIA TO BE DETERM NED
BY THE PRI VATE FI NANCI AL CORPORATI ON ADM NI STERING THE LQGAN FUND AND
PRIORI TY SHALL BE @ VEN TO FUNDI NG FOR SPECI ALI ZED PROJECTS.

3. ON OR BEFORE THE FI RST DAY OF FEBRUARY EACH YEAR, THE COVPTROLLER
SHALL CERTI FY TO THE GOVERNOR, TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, SPEAK-
ER OF THE ASSEMBLY, M NCRI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE, M NORITY LEADER OF
THE ASSEMBLY, CHAIR OF THE SENATE FI NANCE COWM TTEE, RANKI NG M NORI TY
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MEMBER OF THE SENATE FI NANCE COW TTEE, CHAI R OF THE ASSEMBLY WAYS AND
MEANS COW TTEE AND RANKING M NORITY MEMBER OF THE ASSEMBLY WAYS AND
MEANS COWM TTEE, THE AMOUNT OF MONEY DEPOSI TED I N SUCH FUND DURI NG THE
PRECEDI NG CALENDAR YEAR.

4. MONEYS I N SUCH FUND SHALL BE KEPT SEPARATE AND SHALL NOT BE COWM N-
GLED WTH ANY OTHER MONEYS I N THE CUSTODY OF THE COWM SSI ONER OF TAXA-
TI ON AND FI NANCE AND THE COWVPTROLLER

5. ALL PAYMENTS FROM SUCH FUND SHALL BE MADE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
TAXATION AND FINANCE AFTER AUDIT AND WARRANT OF THE COMPTROLLER ON
VOUCHERS APPROVED BY THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON.

S 7. The state finance |law is anended by adding a new section 89-j to
read as foll ows:

S 89-J. FOUNDATION FUND. 1. THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED I N THE JO NT
CUSTODY OF THE COW SSI ONER OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE AND THE COWVPTROLLER,
A SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOAN AS THE " FOUNDATI ON FUND".

2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSI ST OF ALL REVENUES RECElI VED BY THE DEPARTMENT
OF TAXATION AND FI NANCE, FROM MONEYS APPROPRI ATED, CREDI TED, OR TRANS-
FERRED THERETO FROM ANY OTHER FUND OR SOURCE PURSUANT TO LAW NOTHI NG
CONTAINED I N THI S SECTI ON SHALL PREVENT THE STATE FROM RECEI VI NG GRANTS,
G FTS OR BEQUESTS FOR THE PURPOSES OF THE FUND AS DEFINED IN THI' S
SECTI ON AND DEPCSI TI NG THEM | NTO SUCH FUND ACCORDI NG TO LAW

3. ON OR BEFORE THE FI RST DAY OF FEBRUARY EACH YEAR, THE COWPTROLLER
SHALL CERTIFY TO THE GOVERNOR, TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, SPEAK-
ER OF THE ASSEMBLY, M NORITY LEADER OF THE SENATE, M NORI TY LEADER OF
THE ASSEMBLY, CHAIR OF THE SENATE FI NANCE COW TTEE, RANKING M NORITY
MEMBER OF THE SENATE FI NANCE COWM TTEE, CHAI R OF THE ASSEMBLY WAYS AND
MEANS COVMM TTEE AND RANKI NG M NORI TY MEMBER OF THE ASSEMBLY WAYS AND
MEANS COWM TTEE, THE AMOUNT OF MONEY DEPCSI TED | N SUCH FUND.

4. MONEYS | N SUCH FUND SHALL BE KEPT SEPARATE AND SHALL NOT BE COWM N-
GLED WTH ANY OTHER MONEYS I N THE CUSTODY OF THE COWM SSI ONER OF TAXA-
TI ON AND FI NANCE AND THE COWVPTROLLER

5. ALL PAYMENTS FROM SUCH FUND SHALL BE MADE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
TAXATION AND FINANCE AFTER AUDIT AND WARRANT OF THE COVMPTROLLER ON
VOUCHERS APPROVED BY THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON.

6. THE MONIES FROM THI' S FUND SHALL BE DI STRI BUTED BY THE COWM SSI ONER
OF EDUCATI ON TO GRADUATE STUDENTS I N ALL SECTORS TO PURSUE SClI ENTI FI C
RESEARCH RELATED TO THEI R GRADUATE OR DOCTORAL STUDI ES. EACH GRADUATE
STUDENT, SELECTED USI NG CRI TERI A TO BE ESTABLI SHED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATI ON, SHALL BE ELI A BLE TO RECEI VE UP TO TWENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS.
SUCH AWARD SHALL BE TO HELP SUCH STUDENTS SECURE | NCUBATOR SPACE AND PAY
FOR COSTS ASSCCI ATED W TH DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTI ON OF SCI ENTI FI C
PROTOTYPES. SUCH AWARDS SHALL BE GRANTED ON A COWPETITIVE BASIS AND
SHALL BE AVAI LABLE TO | NDI VI DUALS ONLY ONCE.

S 8. Section 210-B of the tax law is amended by addi ng a new subdi vi -
sion 49 to read as foll ows:

49. M CROSCOPE FUND TAX CREDI T. A TAXPAYER SHALL BE ALLONED A CREDIT
AGAI NST THE TAX | MPCSED BY THI S ARTI CLE. THE AMOUNT OF THE CREDI T SHALL
BE EQUAL TO FI FTY PERCENT OF THE SUM OF THE FOLLOWN NG | NVESTMENTS AND
CONTRI BUTI ONS MADE DURI NG THE TAXABLE YEAR AND CERTI FI ED BY THE COWM S-
S| ONER OF EDUCATI ON FOR TAXABLE YEARS BEG NNING ON AND AFTER JANUARY
FI RST, TWO THOUSAND S| XTEEN, CONTRI BUTI ONS I N THE FORM OF DONATI ONS MADE
TO THE M CROSCOPE FUND ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON EI GHTY- NI NE- | OF
THE STATE FI NANCE LAW THE AMOUNT OF SUCH CREDI T ALLOMBLE TO A TAXPAYER
UNDER THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL NOT EXCEED TWENTY- FI VE THOUSAND DOLLARS.

S 9. The comm ssioner of education shall create and sponsor a science
fair intended to lead the nation in participation and prizes awarded.
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Such fair shall be designed to challenge and inspire the state's bright-
est and nost inventive high school students to attenpt to solve a tinely
soci etal challenge, such as our reliance on fossil fuels. After the
chal I enge i s announced in Septenber, each participating high school wll
have six nmonths to solve the problem and host a science fair to be held
by February, qualifying one teamfor the regional conpetition. The team
will win a $2,500 award to aid with additional costs of the project and
travel expenses. Each award shall be presented by the school's state
senate representative and assenbly representative. Each w nning team
will then conpete in one of 10 regional conpetitions. Each region shal
qualify the three top teans to conpete in the final state conpetition to
be held in Albany in the spring. The awards for the 30 teans conpeting
in the final:

First Place: The New Edi son Medal presented by the governor, $500, 000
to the winning high school, $5,000 to each team nmenber to be wused for
attending a New York state college, and an agreenment that seventy-five
percent of the award to the school be used to inprove math, science and
technol ogy prograns at the school.

Second Pl ace: $50, 000 for the high school, $2,000 for each team nenber
to be used for attending a New York state coll ege, and an agreenent that
seventy-five percent of the award to the school be used to inprove nath,
sci ence and technol ogy prograns at the school.

Third Place and Fourth Place: $10,000 for the high school, and $500
for each team nmenber to be used for attending a New York state coll ege.

S 10. Commi ssion on science, nmath and technology. 1. There is hereby
established a tenporary state comm ssion on science, math and technol o-
gy. The conmm ssion shall investigate and make recomendati ons regarding
strengthening science, mnmath and technology education throughout the
state; including, but not limted to, identifying ways to utilize guid-
ance counselors as a neans of encouraging careers and activities for
grades six through twelve that are geared toward nmath, science and tech-
nol ogy.

2. The comm ssion shall report each year to the governor, tenporary
president of the senate, mnority | eader of the senate, speaker of the
assenbly and the mnority | eader of the assenbly as to engagi ng el enen-
tary school children in the study of math, science and technol ogy; iden-
tifying internships and fellowships for mddle school through college
age students in high-tech areas; and designing curriculumfor kindergar-
ten through twel ve and hi gher education in the science, math and tech-
nol ogy areas.

3. The comm ssioner of education or his or her designee shall chair
the conmi ssion. In addition, the governor shall appoint three nenbers;
one representative of private schools, one representative of public
school s and one representative of private industry, the tenporary presi-
dent of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly and the conptroller
shal | each appoint one nenber of the comm ssion.

4. The nmenbers of the comm ssion shall not be conpensated for their
service but shall be reinbursed for their actual and necessary expenses
in providing such service.

5. The departnment of education and any other state agency shall, if
cal | ed upon, provide the nenbers with cooperation, information and staff
support.

S 11. The sumof two mllion dollars ($2,000,000), or so nuch thereof
as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the foundation fund from
any noneys in the state treasury in the general fund to the credit of
the state purposes account not otherw se appropriated for the purposes
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of carrying out the provisions of section seven of this act. Such sum
shall be payable on the audit and warrant of the state conptroller on
vouchers certified or approved by the commi ssioner of education, or his
or her duly designated representative in the manner provided by law. No
expenditure shall be made fromthis appropriation until a certificate of
approval of availability shall have been issued by the director of the
budget and filed wth the state conptroller and a copy filed with the
chairman of the senate finance commttee and the chairman of the assem
bly ways and neans conmittee. Such certificate may be anmended fromtine
to time by the director of the budget and a copy of each such anmendnent
shall be filed wth the state conptroller, the chairman of the senate
finance conmttee and the chairman of the assenbly ways and neans
conmittee.

S 12. This act shall take effect January 1, 2016. The conmmi ssi oner of
education shall imedi ately devel op necessary gui delines and promul gate
necessary rules and regulations to carry out the provisions of this act
on or before such effective date.



