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STATE OF NEW YORK

3656
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 27, 2015

Introduced by M of A RA GRAF, MDONOUGH, KOLB, MJURRAY -- read once
and referred to the Conmittee on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the Blue R bbon
Conmi ssi on

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |law is anmended by adding a new article 7-B to
read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 7-B
BLUE RI BBON COVM SSI ON ON 21ST CENTURY TESTI NG AND CURRI CULUM
SECTI ON 349- A. DEFI NI TI ONS.
349-B. BLUE RIBBON COVM SSION ON 21ST CENTURY TESTING AND
CURRI CULUM
349- C. SUSPENSI ON OF COMMON CORE TESTI NG
349-D. SUSPENSI ON OF COMMON CORE CURRI CULUM
349-E. WAI VER FROM RACE TO THE TOP OBLI GATI ONS RELATED TO COMVON
CORE.

S 349-A. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN THI S ARTI CLE:

1. "COW SSI ON' SHALL MEAN THE BLUE RI BBON COVM SSI ON ON 21ST CENTURY
TESTI NG AND CURRI CULUM ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE.

2. "COWON CORE CURRI CULUM' SHALL MEAN ANY CURRICULUM DEVELOPED |IN
FURTHERANCE OF THE COMMON CORE ACADEM C STANDARDS DEVELOPED BY THE
NATI ONAL GOVERNORS ASSCCI ATI ON CENTER FOR BEST PRACTI CES AND THE COUNCI L
OF CH EF STATE SCHOOL OFFI CERS, | NCLUDI NG THOSE DESI GNED BY ANY COMVER-
Cl AL ENTITY PURSUANT TO A CONTRACT W TH THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATI ON.

3. "COMWON CORE STATE TEST" SHALL MEAN ANY STATE OR CONSORTI UM
CREATED, DEVELOPED OR ADM NI STERED TEST G VEN IN NEW YORK STATE TO
STUDENTS |IN GRADES PRE-KI NDERGARTEN THROUGH TWELVE THAT TESTS A
STUDENT' S KNOALEDGE AND SKI LLS RELATI NG TO THE COVWWON CORE CURRI CULUM

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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4. "CONSORTI UM SHALL MEAN THE SMARTER BALANCED ASSESSMENT CONSORTI UM
THE PARTNERSHI P FOR ASSESSMENT OF READI NESS FOR COLLEGE AND CAREERS, OR
ANY OTHER ORGANI ZATI ON, ENTITY, OR GROUP DEVELOPI NG STANDARDI ZED TESTS
BASED OFF OF THE COMMON CCRE CURRI CULUM

5. "NEW YORK STATE DRAFT STANDARDS" SHALL MEAN THE RESULTS OF THE NEW
YORK STATE BOARD OF RECGENTS STANDARDS REVI EW | NI TI ATI VE | NCLUDI NG BUT
NOT LI M TED TO THE DRAFT STUDENT LEARNI NG STANDARDS FOR ENGLI SH LANGUAGE
ARTS/ ENGLI SH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE.

S 349-B. BLUE RIBBON COW SSI ON ON 21ST CENTURY TESTI NG AND CURRI C-
ULUM 1. THERE | S HEREBY CREATED THE BLUE RIBBON COWM SSION ON 21ST
CENTURY TESTING AND CURRICULUM WH CH SHALL CONSI ST OF THE FOLLOW NG
TWENTY- THREE MEMBERS WHO SHALL BE APPO NTED NO LESS THAN THI RTY DAYS
AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S SECTI ON:

A.  FI'VE MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNCR, ONE OF VWHOM SHALL
BE THE COWM SS| ONER;

B. TWO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE TEMPCRARY PRESI DENT OF THE
SENATE;

C. TWO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY;,

D T™WO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE M NORITY LEADER OF THE
SENATE;

E. TWO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEM
BLY;

F. THREE MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE PRESI DENT OF NEW YORK STATE
UNI TED TEACHERS, ONE OF WHOM MUST HAVE COMPLETED THEI R SPECI AL EDUCATI ON
CERTI FI CATI ON AND ONE OF WHOM MUST PROVI DE | NSTRUCTI ON TO ENG.ISH AS A
SECOND LANGUAGE STUDENTS;

G ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF THE
SCHOCL ADM NI STRATORS ASSOCI ATI ON OF NEW YORK STATE;

H TWO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE NEW YORK
STATE PARENT TEACHER ASSOCI ATION, ONE OF VWHOM MUST BE A PARENT COF A
STUDENT W TH A CURRENT | NDI VI DUAL EDUCATI ON PLAN,

. ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF THE NEW
YORK STATE COUNCI L OF SCHOOL SUPERI NTENDENTS;

J. ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE NEW YORK
STATE SCHOOL BOARDS ASSQOCI ATI ON,

K. ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE NEW YORK
STATE ASSOCI ATI ON OF | NDEPENDENT SCHOCLS;

L. ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE NEW YORK
STATE ASSOCI ATI ON OF SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGQ STS. SUCH MEMBER SHALL HAVE EXPE-
RIENCE | N A CLI Nl CAL SETTI NG

2. NO MEMBER OF THE COWM SSI ON SHALL BE DI SQUALI FI ED FROM HOLDI NG ANY
PUBLI C OFFI CE OR EMPLOYMENT, NOR SHALL HE OR SHE FORFEI T ANY SUCH OFFI CE
OR EMPLOYMENT BY VIRTUE OF HHS OR HER APPO NTMENT PURSUANT TO THI'S
SECTION. MEMBERS OF THE COW SSI ON SHALL RECEI VE NO COVPENSATI ON FOR
THEI R SERVI CES, BUT SHALL BE ALLOVWED THEI R ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES
I NCURRED | N THE PERFORVANCE OF THEI R FUNCTI ONS PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.
A MEMBER OF THE COW SSI ON MAY BE REMOVED BY THE APPO NTING AUTHORI TY
ONLY FOR GOOD CAUSE, AFTER NOTI CE AND OPPORTUNI TY TO BE HEARD. VACANCI ES
SHALL BE FILLED I'N THE SAVE MANNER AS ORI G NAL APPO NTMENTS.

3. PONERS AND DUTI ES OF THE COW SSI ON.

A THE COW SSION SHALL HOLD AT LEAST ONE PUBLI C HEARI NG | N EACH OF
THE FOLLOW NG REG ONS:

. LONG | SLAND;

. NEWYORK CI TY;
. HUDSON VALLEY;

Il
Il
I V. CAPI TAL DI STRI CT;



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A. 3656 3

V. NORTH COUNTRY,

VI . CENTRAL NEW YORK;

VII. FINGER LAKES;

VI, WESTERN NEW YORK;

I X. SOUTHERN TI ER.

B. DURI NG THE PUBLI C HEARI NGS5, THE COWM SSI ON SHALL HEAR THE TESTI MONY
OF VOLUNTARY W TNESSES, MAY COMPEL THE TESTI MONY OF W TNESSES AND NAY
REQUI RE THE PRCODUCTI ON OF ANY DOCUMENTS THE COWM SSI ON DEEMS REASONABLY
NECESSARY TO CARRY OQUT | TS RESPONSI Bl LI Tl ES.

C. AFTER REVI EW STUDY, AND RECEI PT OF PUBLI C COMMVENT, THE COWM SSI ON
SHALL | SSUE A REPORT AND PROMULGATE RECOMVENDATI ONS GOVERNI NG EDUCA-
TI ONAL STANDARDS, CURRI CULUM THE | MPLEMENTATI ON THEREOF, AND TESTI NG I N
THE STATE OF NEW YORK FOR GRADES PRE- KI NDERGARTEN THROUGH TWELVE. RECOW
MENDATI ONS  SHALL | NCLUDE | NFORVATI ON ON, BUT SHALL NOT BE LIM TED TGO
THE FOLLOW NG

. AN ANALYSI S OF THE STATE STANDARDS AND RELATED CURRI CULUM EXI STI NG
IN THE TWO THOUSAND NI NE- - TWO THOUSAND TEN SCHOCL YEAR,

1. AN ANALYSI S OF THE COMMON CORE STANDARDS ESTABLI SHED | N TWO THOU-
SAND TEN BY THE NATI ONAL GOVERNORS ASSOCI ATI ON CENTER FOR BEST PRACTI CES
AND THE COUNCI L OF CH EF STATE SCHOOL OFFI CERS;

[11. THE NEW YORK STATE DRAFT STANDARDS PREVI QUSLY COWM SS|I ONED BY THE
NEW YORK STATE BOARD OF REGENTS PRI OR TO THEI R ADOPTI ON OF COMMON CORE;

V. AN ANALYSI S OF BEST PRACTICES, IN LIGHT OF THE STUDY AND REVI EW OF
PRI OR STATE STANDARDS AND THOSE PUT FORTH BY THE NATI ONAL GOVERNCRS
ASSCCI ATION  CENTER FOR BEST PRACTI CES AND THE COUNCI L OF CH EF STATE
SCHOCL OFFI CERS, RELATED TO EDUCATI ONAL STANDARDS AND PROMOTI NG COLLEGE
AND CAREER READI NESS FOR PRE- KI NDERGARTEN THROUGH TWELFTH GRADE STUDENTS
I N NEW YORK STATE;

V. AN ANALYSIS OF AGE APPROPRI ATE AND DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRI ATE
MEANS OF | MPLEMENTI NG AND TRANSI TI ONI NG TO NEW EDUCATI ONAL STANDARDS AND
CURRI CULUMS W THI N THE STATE;

VI. AN ANALYSI S OF THE TI ME AND RESOURCES SPENT PREPARING FOR AND
ADM NI STERI NG STATE-W DE TESTS W THI N THE STATE, FOR EACH GRADE, I N THE
SCHOCL YEARS TWO THOUSAND NI NE- - TWO THOUSAND TEN, TWO THOUSAND TEN-- TWO
THOUSAND ELEVEN, TWO THOUSAND ELEVEN- - TWO THOUSAND TWELVE, TWO THOUSAND
TWELVE- - TWO THOUSAND THI RTEEN, TWO THOUSAND THI RTEEN- - TWO THOUSAND FOUR-
TEEN;

VIIT. AN ANALYSI S OF THE DATA COLLECTED PURSUANT TO SUBPARAGRAPH VI OF
TH' 'S PARAGRAPH AND THE | MPACT THAT THE TI ME AND RESOURCES ALLOCATED HAD
ON THE QUALITY OF I NSTRUCTI ON AND EMOTI ONAL WELL-BEING OF STUDENTS | N
THE STATE;

VIITlI. AN ANALYSI S OF THE | MPACT THAT A CHANGE | N CURRI CULUM W LL HAVE
ON STUDENTS WHO ARE ABSENT FROM THEI R REGULAR CLASSES FOR EXTENDED PERI -
ODS EACH WEEK DUE TO RECEI VI NG SPECI AL EDUCATI ONAL  SERVI CES, REMEDI AL
SERVI CES, OR STUDENTS WHO HAVE EXTENDED ABSENCES;

I X, AN ANALYSI S OF HOW THE POTENTI AL REI NSTATEMENT OF THE COMMON CCORE
CURRI CULUM W LL | MPACT THE AMOUNT OF TI ME THAT STUDENTS OF VARI QUS FAM -
LY STRUCTURES AND SOCI O- ECONOM C BACKGROUNDS SPEND DO NG HOVEWORK;

X. AN ANALYSI S AS TO THE SUFFI Cl ENCY OF THE COWON CORE MODULES AND
ANY LESSON PLANS PROVI DED TO THE SCHOOLS BY THE DEPARTMENT,;

XI. A COWARI SON OF LOCALLY DEVELOPED CURRI CULUMS THAT WERE DEVELOPED
I N ORDER TO | NSTRUCT ON THE COMMON CORE STANDARDS AND THOSE THAT WERE
PURCHASED FROM VENDORS, W TH A FOCUS ON QUALI TY, AGE APPROPRI ATENESS AND
DEVELOPMENTAL APPROPRI ATENESS;

XI'l. A REVIEWOF THE PERCENTAGE OF SCHOOLS THAT HAD FULLY | MPLEMENTED
THE COVON CORE CURRI CULUM THOSE THAT HAD PARTIALLY | MPLEMENTED THE
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COMMON CORE CURRI CULUM AND THOSE THAT HAD NOT | MPLEMENTED ANY PART OF
THE COVMON CORE CURRI CULUM DURI NG THE TWO THOUSAND THI RTEEN--TWO THOU-
SAND FOURTEEN SCHOOL YEAR;

Xill. AN ANALYSIS OF WHETHER OR NOT | NSTRUCTI ON AND TESTI NG ON THE
COMMON CORE CURRI CULUM | S DEVELOPMENTALLY APPRCOPRI ATE FOR CHI LDREN W TH
I NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCATI ON PLANS AND CHI LDREN W TH OTHER LEARNI NG DI SABI L-
| TI ES.

D. AFTER CONCLUDI NG THEIR STUDY, THE COW SSI ON MJUST TAKE A VOTE ON
WHETHER OR NOT THEY BELI EVE THE COMMON CORE CURRI CULUM SHOULD BE CONTI N-
UED OR WHETHER NEW YORK STATE SHOULD ADCPT A SET OF NEW YORK STATE STAN-
DARDS AND CURRI CULUM DEVELOPED BY EDUCATORS WORKING IN THE FIELD AND
DESI GNED TO BEST SUI T THE NEEDS OF THE | NDI VI DUAL STUDENT.

E. THE COW SSI ON SHALL HAVE THE PONER TO

. APPO NT A CHAI RPERSON BY A MAJORI TY VOTE;

1. CALL UPON ANY AGENCY, DEPARTMENT, OFFICE, DIVISION OR PUBLIC
AUTHORI TY, OR SCHOCOL DI STRICT OF THHS STATE TO SUPPLY |IT WTH SUCH
| NFORVATION AND ASSI STANCE AS THE COW SSION DEEMs NECESSARY TO
DI SCHARGE | TS RESPONSI BI LI TI ES. EACH AGENCY, DEPARTMENT, OFFICE, DIVI-
SION OR SCHOOL DI STRICT OF THI S STATE SHALL COOPERATE WTH THE COW S-
SION AND FURNI SH SUCH | NFORVATI ON AND ASSI STANCE AS I T REQUESTS TO
ACCOWPLI SH | TS PURPGCSES;

[11. APPONT A COUNSEL AND SUCH OTHER STAFF AS THE COWM SSI ON DEEMS
REASONABLY NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT | TS RESPONSI Bl LI Tl ES;

I V. CONTRACT WTH ANY STATE OR PRI VATE ENTITY FOR THE PROVISION OF
SUCH SERVICES AS THE COWM SSI ON DETERM NES TO BE REASONABLY NECESSARY;
AND

V. TAKE OTHER ACTI ONS NOT | NCONSI STENT WTH THE PURPOSES OF TH'S
SECTI ON AS SHALL ENABLE THE COWM SSI ON TO CARRY OUT | TS FUNCTI ONS.

F. RECOMMVENDATIONS | SSUED BY THE COW SSION SHALL BE DECI DED BY A
MAJORITY VOTE. RECOMVENDATIONS |SSUED BY THE COW SSION SHALL BE
CONTAINED I N A REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND LEGQ SLATURE. THE REPORT SHALL
BE | SSUED NO LATER THAN JANUARY THI RTY- FI RST, TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN.

G THE COM SSION IS FURTHER EMPONERED TO APPO NT AND | MPANEL A
COMW TTEE TO DEVELOP A SET OF NEW YORK STATE EDUCATI ONAL STANDARDS AS
DESCRI BED BY PARAGRAPH D OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON SHOULD THEY RECOMVEND DA NG
SO AT THE CONCLUSI ON OF THEI R REVI EW AND STUDY.

H MEETINGS OF THE COMM SSI ON SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE OPEN MEETI NGS
LAW ESTABLI SHED BY ARTI CLE SEVEN OF THE PUBLI C OFFI CERS LAW

S 349-C. SUSPENSION OF COMMON CORE TESTING  NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY
PROVI SI ON OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL BE PROH BI TED
FROM REQUI RING ANY SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DI STRICT IN THE STATE TO | SSUE A
COMMON CORE STATE TEST AS DEFI NED BY SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF SECTI ON  THREE
HUNDRED FORTY- NI NE-A OF TH S ARTI CLE.

S 349-D. SUSPENSION OF COMMON CORE CURRI CULUM NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY
PROVI SI ON OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL BE PROH BI TED
FROM REQUI RI NG ANY SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DI STRICT I N THE STATE TO | MPLEMENT A
COMMON CORE CURRI CULUM AS DEFI NED BY SUBDI VI SI ON TWO OF SECTI ON THREE
HUNDRED FORTY- NI NE-A OF TH S ARTI CLE.

S 349-E. WAI VER FROM RACE TO THE TOP OBLI GATIONS RELATED TO COMVON
CORE. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL BE REQUIRED, WTH N TH RTY DAYS OF THE
EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S ARTI CLE, TO APPLY TO THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATI ON FOR ANY AND ALL FLEXIBILITY WAIVERS | NCLUDI NG  BUT NOT
LIMTED TO  WAIVERS TO THE ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATI ON ACT OF
1965, AS AMENDED BY THE NO CHI LD LEFT BEHIND ACT OF 2001. PROVIDED
HOAEVER, |IN THE EVENT THAT THE UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON
SHALL DENY THE FLEXI BI LI TY WAI VER, OR ANY PORTI ON THEREOF, SUCH DEN AL
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SHALL HAVE NO EFFECT ON THE REQUI REMENTS AND PRCHI Bl TI ONS PROVI DED | N
THI S ARTI CLE.

S 2. This act shall take effect June 30, 2015 or on the thirtieth day
after it shall have becone a | aw, whichever is |ater.



