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Introduced by M of A WRIGHT -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to amend the county law, in relation to ethical standards for
di strict attorneys

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The <county law is anmended by adding a new section 708 to
read as foll ows:

S 708. ETHI CAL STANDARDS. 1. DISTRICT ATTORNEYS, SPECIAL DI STRICT
ATTORNEY, ASSI STANT DI STRICT ATTORNEY AND EVERY ATTORNEY APPO NTED TO
PROSECUTE A CRIM NAL PROCEEDI NG PURSUANT TO TH'S ARTICLE, AND EVERY
EMPLOYEE THEREOF SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE LAWS, RULES AND REGULATI ONS
REGULATI NG THE CONDUCT OF ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW WTHI N THE
DEPARTMENT OF THE APPELLATE DI VI SION OF THE SUPREME COURT W THI N WHI CH
SUCH ATTORNEY PROSECUTES CRI M NAL PROCEEDI NGS.

2. NO SUCH ATTORNEY SHALL:

(A) IN THE ABSENCE OF PROBABLE CAUSE, SEEK AN |NDI CTMENT OF ANY
PERSON;

(B) FAIL TO RELEASE ANY EXCULPATORY EVI DENCE TO AN | NDI CTED DEFENDANT
IN A TI MELY MANNER,

(C) | NTENTI ONALLY M SLEAD A COURT AS TO THE GUI LT OF ANY DEFENDANT;

(D) | NTENTI ONALLY PRESENT EVI DENCE WHICH HE OR SHE KNOAS | S FALSE OR
| NACCURATE;

(E) | NTENTI ONALLY ALTER EVI DENCE;

(F) ATTEMPT TO | NFLUENCE OR CHANGE THE TESTI MONY OF A W TNESS;

(G | MPEDE A DEFENDANT'S RI GHT TO DI SCOVERY OR EXCULPATORY EVI DENCE;

(H OFFER OR PROVIDE SEXUAL CONTACT W TH ANY PERSON ACTI NG ON SUCH
ATTORNEY' S BEHALF, TO ANY POTENTI AL W TNESS;

(1) 1 MPROPERLY RELEASE ANY | NFORVATI ON RELATI NG TO A CRI M NAL | NVESTI -
GATI ON OR PROSECUTI ON;

(J) KNOW NGLY M SREPRESENT STATUTORY OR CASE LAW

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(K) ENGAGE | N CONDUCT HAVI NG THE APPEARANCE OF | MPROPRI ETY; OR

(L) ENGAGE | N CONDUCT WHI CH THE CHI EF ADM NI STRATOR OF THE COURT SHALL
DETERM NE, | N RULES AND REGULATI ONS, TO BE PROSECUTORI AL M SCONDUCT.

3. EVERY VIOLATION OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE PROFESSI ONAL
M SCONDUCT PURSUANT TO THE JUDI Cl ARY LAW AND SHALL BE REFERRED TO THE
APPROPRI ATE APPELLATE DIVISION OF THE SUPREME COURT PURSUANT TO THE
JUDI Cl ARY LAW

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of November next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



