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AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to requiring a
witten notice, prior to changing the |evel of fire services provided
in cities having a population of one mllion or nore

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The legislature hereby finds and determnes that fire
protection is one of the nost significant and vital nunicipal services
provided to the citizens of the state. Any proposed action by rmunicipa
officers which threatens to alter the manner or |evel of delivery of
fire services ought to be on notice to the community since it is quite
often of significant concern to the affected conmmunity.

In order to enable the conmunity to have sufficient public discussion
t hrough the use of existing community boards and their established abil -
ity to effectively notify the nmenbers of the community and to conduct
public hearings on the proposal, the within provisions are enacted.

S 2. The general nunicipal lawis anmended by addi ng a new section
209-ff to read as foll ows:

S 209- FF. REDUCTI ON OF FI RE SERVI CES I N CERTAIN MUNI Cl PALI TIES; PRI OR
NOTI CE REQUI RED. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY | NCONSI STENT PROVI SI ON OF ANY
GENERAL, SPECI AL OR LOCAL LAW OR RULE OR REGULATION TO THE CONTRARY
THE FIRE COW SSIONER OF ANY FI RE DEPARTMVENT | N CI TI ES HAVI NG A POPU-
LATION OF ONE M LLI ON OR MORE SHALL NOT SUBSTANTI ALLY ALTER THE BOUNDA-
RIES OF FI RE COWAN ES, ONCE FI XED, CLOSE A BOROUGH FI RE COVMUNI CATI ONS
OFFI CE, REMOVE OR DI SMANTLE A FI RE ALARM BOX, OR CLOSE, REMOVE, OR RELO
CATE A FI RE COVWPANY UNLESS AT LEAST THIRTY DAYS PRIOR TO THE TAKING
EFFECT OF SUCH ACTION WRI TTEN NOTI CE THERECF HAS BEEN G VEN TO EACH
LOCAL COMMUNI TY BOARD OR BOARDS HAVI NG JURI SDI CTI ON OVER THAT PART OF
THE CI TY DI RECTLY AFFECTED BY SUCH PROPOSED ACTI ON OR SERVI CE REDUCTI ON

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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