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STATE OF NEW YORK

2980
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 20, 2015

Introduced by M of A  PEOPLES- STOKES, BENEDETTO Rl VERA, CAMARA - -
Mul ti-Sponsored by -- M of A COLTON, GALEF, HEASTIE, HI KIND, ROBI N
SON, SCARBOROUGH -- read once and referred to the Conmttee on Educa-
tion

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing an accel -
erated hi gh school graduation program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
"the New York accel erated high school graduation option act".

S 2. The education law is anended by adding a new article 67 to read
as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 67
THE NEW YORK ACCELERATED HI GH SCHOOL GRADUATI ON OPTI ON ACT
SECTI ON 3400. LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS.
3401. DEFI NI Tl ONS.
3402. ACCELERATED HI GH SCHOOL GRADUATI ON OPTI ON ACT.
3403. ELI GBI LI TY REQU REVENTS.

S 3400. LEGQ SLATIVE FI NDI NGS. THE LEGQ SLATURE HEREBY FINDS THAT IT IS
NECESSARY FOR THE STATE' S CI TI ZENS TO ACQUI RE AN EDUCATI ON BEYOND THE
SECONDARY LEVEL | N ORDER TO SUCCEED DURI NG THE TWENTY- FI RST CENTURY. THE
LEG SLATURE ALSO FI NDS THAT NEW YORK STATE HAS ONE OF THE HI GHEST AVER-
AGE TUTIONS AMONG PUBLIC COVWUNITY COLLEGES I N THE COUNTRY AND THE
SMALLEST PERCENTAGES OF ENROLLMENTS I N PUBLIC COMWUNI TY COLLEGES VERSUS
PRI VATE FOUR YEAR |INSTITUTIONS. THE LEG SLATURE FURTHER FI NDS THAT
COVWWUNI TY COLLEGES STRENGTHEN NEW YORK' S ECONOW BY PROVI DI NG STUDENTS
W TH EDUCATI ONAL TRAI NI NG AND EXPERI ENCE WHI CH ENSURES A HI GHLY PRODUC-
TI VE, WVELL- TRAI NED, WORK FORCE. THE LEG SLATURE THEREFORE ENACTS "THE
NEW YORK ACCELERATED HI GH SCHOOL GRADUATI ON OPTI ON ACT" | N ORDER TO HELP
H GH ACHI EVI NG H GH SCHOOL STUDENTS PURSUE A POST- SECONDARY EDUCATI ON.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 3401. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN TH S ARTI CLE, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS
SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

1. "COMVUNI TY COLLEGES'" MEANS COLLEGES ESTABLI SHED AND OPERATED PURSU-
ANT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF ARTI CLE ONE HUNDRED TWENTY-SI X OF TH S CHAPTER,
El THER | NDI VI DUALLY OR JO NTLY, BY COUNTIES, CITIES, |NTERMEDI ATE SCHOOL
DI STRICTS, SCHOOL DI STRICTS APPROVED BY THE STATE UNI VERSI TY TRUSTEES,
OR I NDI VI DUALLY BY COWUNI TY COLLEGE REG ONS APPROVED BY THE STATE
UNI VERSI TY TRUSTEES, AND PROVIDI NG TWO YEAR PCST SECONDARY PROGRAMS
PURSUANT TO REGULATI ONS PRESCRI BED BY THE STATE UNI VERSI TY TRUSTEES AND
RECEI VI NG FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE FROM THE STATE THEREFOR;

2. "STANDARDI ZED TEST" OR "TEST" MEANS ANY TEST THAT IS G VEN I N NEW
YORK AT THE EXPENSE OF THE TEST SUBJECT AND DESI GNED FOR USE AND USED
SOLELY FOR PLACEMENT, CRED T-BY-EXAM NATION OR OTHER NONADM SSI ON
PURPOSE OR ANY TEST DEVELOPED AND ADM NI STERED BY AN | NDI VI DUAL SCHOOL
OR I NSTI TUTI ON SCLELY FOR I TS OAWN PURPOSES OR ANY TEST, OR PORTION COF A
TEST, DESI GNED TO EVALUATE MANUAL SKILLS OR OIHER PHYSI CAL  ABI LI TI ES;

AND
3. "COW SSI ONER' MEANS THE COWMM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON OF THE STATE OF
NEW YORK.

S 3402. ACCELERATED H GH SCHOOL GRADUATI ON OPTION ACT. 1. THERE IS
HEREBY CREATED " THE NEW YORK ACCELERATED H GH SCHOOL GRADUATI ON OPTI ON
ACT". IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE COMM SSI ONER, OR HI S OR HER DESI| G\EE,
TO ADM NI STER THE PROGRAM

2. STUDENTS WHO ENTER GRADE NI NE I N THE TWO THOUSAND FI FTEEN- TWO THOU-
SAND S| XTEEN SCHOCOL YEAR AND THEREAFTER MAY SELECT, UPON RECEI PT OF EACH
STUDENT AND PARENT'S CONSENT TO COVPLETE H GH SCHOOL | N THREE YEARS,
I NSTEAD OF THE REQUI RED FOUR YEARS NMANDATED BY THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
BECOVE ELIG@BLE TO RECEIVE A SCHOLARSH P TO COVER THE FULL COST OF
TU TI ON AT A NEW YORK COVWUNI TY COLLEGE. THE SCHOLARSH P AMOUNT  SHALL
NOT, WHEN COVBINED WTH ANY OTHER FINANCI AL ASSI STANCE, EXCEED THE
STUDENT' S ACTUAL COST OF ATTENDANCE AT THE COVMMUNI TY COLLEGE WHERE THE
SCHOLARSHI P | S USED. | F THE STUDENT CHOOSES THE OPTI ON TO GRADUATE HI GH
SCHOCL I N FOUR YEARS PURSUANT TO THE REQUI REMENTS MANDATED BY THE
DEPARTMENT, THE OPTION FOR A SCHOLARSHI P TO RECEI VE FREE TU TI ON AT A
NEW YORK COVMUNI TY COLLEGE W LL NOT BE AVAI LABLE.

3. BEGNNING WTH THE TWO THOUSAND S| XTEEN-TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN
SCHOCOL YEAR, EACH DI STRICT SCHOOL BOARD SHALL PROVI DE EACH STUDENT | N
GRADES Sl X THROUGH NI NE AND THEI R PARENTS W TH | NFORVATI ON  CONCERNI NG
THE THREE- YEAR AND FOUR- YEAR HI GH SCHOOL GRADUATI ON OPTI ONS. THE | NFOR-
MATI ON MUST | NCLUDE A Tl MEFRAME FOR ACHI EVI NG EACH GRADUATI ON OPTI ON.

4. SELECTI ON OF ONE OF THE GRADUATI ON OPTI ONS MUST BE COWPLETED BY THE
STUDENT PRIOR TO THE END OF GRADE NINE AND 1S EXCLUSI VELY UP TO THE
STUDENT AND PARENT. EACH DI STRI CT SCHOCOL BOARD SHALL ESTABLI SH POLI ClI ES
FOR EXTENDI NG THI S DEADLI NE TO THE END OF A STUDENT' S FI RST SEMESTER OF
GRADE TEN FOR A STUDENT VWHO ENTERED A NEW YORK STATE PUBLI C SCHOOL AFTER
GRADE NI NE UPON TRANSFER FROM A PRI VATE SCHOCL OR ANOTHER STATE OR WHO
WAS PREVENTED FROM CHOOSI NG A GRADUATI ON OPTI ON DUE TO | LLNESS DURI NG
GRADE NINE. IF THE STUDENT AND PARENT FAIL TO SELECT A GRADUATI ON
OPTI ON, THE STUDENT SHALL BE CONSI DERED TO HAVE SELECTED THE STANDARD
FOUR YEAR PROGRAM

S 3403. ELIG@BILITY REQU REMENTS. 1. STUDENTS FI RST ENTERI NG GRADE
NINE | N THE TWO THOUSAND FI FTEEN- TWO THOUSAND SI XTEEN SCHOOL YEAR AND
THEREAFTER MJST EARN AT LEAST TVENTY- TWO UNI TS OF CREDI T | NCLUDI NG TWO
CREDI TS | N PHYSI CAL EDUCATI ON, I N COVPLI ANCE WTH THE NEW YORK STATE
REGENTS, | N CRDER TO RECEI VE A REGENTS DI PLOVA.

(A) ENGLI SH, FOUR UNI TS OF CREDI T,
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(B) SOCI AL STUDIES, FOUR UNITS OF CREDIT AS SET FORTH I N PARAGRAPH ( 6)
OF SECTION 100.5 DI PLOVA REQUI REMENTS SET FORTH W TH THE NEW YORK STATE
BOARD OF REGENTS;

(© SCENCE, THREE UNITS OF CREDIT OF COMVENCEMENT LEVEL SCI ENCE, AT
LEAST ONE COURSE SHALL BE LI FE SCI ENCES AND AT LEAST ONE I N THE PHYSI CAL
SCI ENCES, THE THI RD MAY BE ElI THER LI FE SCI ENCES OR PHYSI CAL SCI ENCES;

(D) MATHEMATICS, THREE UNITS OF CREDI T OF MATHEMATICS, WHI CH SHALL BE
AT A  MORE ADVANCED LEVEL THAN GRADE EIGHT AND SHALL MEET
COMVENCEMENT- LEVEL LEARNI NG STANDARDS AS DETERM NED BY THE COWM SSI ONER;

(E) VI SUAL ARTS AND OR MUSI C, DANCE, OR THEATRE, ONE UNIT OCF CRED T;
AND

(F) HEALTH EDUCATION, ONE-HALF UNIT OF CRED T I N ACCORDANCE W TH
LEARNI NG STANDARDS I N THE AREA OF PARENTING BEING ATTAINED THROUGH
El THER THE HEALTH OR FAM LY AND CONSUMER SCI ENCES PROGRAMS OR A SEPARATE
COURSE.

2. PRIOR TO SELECTING A PROGRAM A STUDENT AND THE STUDENT' S PARENT
MUST MEET W TH DESI GNATED SCHOOL PERSONNEL TO RECEI VE AN EXPLANATI ON OF
THE RELATI VE REQUI REMENTS, ADVANTAGES, AND DI SADVANTAGES OF THE PROGRAM
AND THE STUDENT MJUST ALSO RECEI VE THE WRI TTEN CONSENT OF THE STUDENT' S
PARENT.

3. STUDENTS PURSUI NG ACCELERATED THREE- YEAR H GH SCHOOL GRADUATI ON
MUST:

(A) EARN PASSI NG SCORES ON ALL REGENTS EXAMS, STANDARDI ZED TESTS, OR
TEACHER G VEN FI NAL EXAMS | N ORDER TO RECEI VE CREDI T TOMRD THE ACCELER-
ATED DEGREE; AND

(B) ACHI EVE A CUMULATI VE WEI GHTED GRADE PO NT AVERAGE OF 3.0 ON A 4.0
SCALE, OR I TS EQU VALENT, I N THE COURSES REQUI RED FOR THE CAREER PREPAR-
ATORY ACCELERATED THREE- YEAR H GH SCHOOL GRADUATI ON OPTI ON PURSUANT TO
TH S ARTI CLE.

4. |F, AT THE END OF GRADE TEN, A STUDENT IS NOT ON TRACK TO MEET THE
CREDI T, ASSESSMENT, OR GRADE PO NT AVERACGE REQUI REMENTS OF THE ACCELER-
ATED GRADUATI ON OPTI ON SELECTED, THE SCHOOL SHALL NOTI FY THE STUDENT AND
PARENT OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) THE REQUI REMENTS THAT THE STUDENT IS NOT CURRENTLY MEETI NG

(B) THE SPECI FI C PERFORMANCE NECESSARY | N GRADE ELEVEN FOR THE STUDENT
TO MEET THE ACCELERATED GRADUATI ON REQUI REMENTS; AND

(© THE RIGAT OF THE STUDENT TO CHANGE TO THE FOUR- YEAR PROGRAM

5. A STUDENT WHO SELECTED ONE OF THE ACCELERATED THREE- YEAR GRADUATI ON
OPTI ONS SHALL AUTQVATI CALLY MOVE TO THE FOUR-YEAR PROGRAM |F THE
STUDENT:

(A) EXERCISES H'S OR HER RI GHT TO CHANGE TO THE FOUR- YEAR PROGRAM AND

(B) FAILS TO EARN FIVE CREDI TS BY THE END OF GRADE NI NE OR FAILS TO
EARN ELEVEN CREDI TS BY THE END OF GRADE TEN.

6. A STUDENT WHO MEETS ALL REQUI REMENTS SHALL BE AWARDED A REGENTS
D PLOVA I N A FORM PRESCRI BED BY THE STATE BQOARD OF EDUCATI ON.

7. (A) A STUDENT SHALL BE ELI d BLE FOR A SCHOLARSH P UPON COVPLETI ON
OF HGH SCHOOL W THI N THREE YEARS ACCCORDI NG TO THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI' S
ARTI CLE. THE SCHOLARSH P SHALL COVER THE COST OF UP TO FI VE SEMESTERS OF
TU TI ON AND APPROVED FEES AT A NEW YORK COVMUNI TY COLLECE.

(B) TO BE ELI G BLE TO RECEI VE SUCH SCHOLARSHI P A STUDENT SHALL:

(1) BE A UN TED STATES Cl Tl ZEN OR HAVE PERMANENT RESI DENT STATUS I N
THE NEW YORK COUNTY WHERE THE COVMUNI TY COLLEGE | S LOCATED;

(1'l) HAVE COWPLETED H GH SCHOOL W THI N THREE YEARS ACCORDING TO THE
REQUI REMENTS OF THI S ACT;

(I''1) BE ENROLLED IN AN ASSCCI ATE DEGREE PROGRAM FOR A M NI MUM OF
TWELVE CREDI T HOURS AND A MAXI MUM OF FI FTEEN CREDI T HOURS PER SEMESTER
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AT THE COVMINITY COLLEGE, NOT | NCLUDI NG ANY CREDI T HOURS I N A REMEDI AL
OR DEVELOPMENTAL CURRI CULUM

(1V)  HAVE MAI NTAI NED CONTI NUOUS FULL-TI ME ENROLLMENT AT THE NEW YORK
COVWWUNI TY COLLEGE; AND

(V) HAVE APPLI ED FOR ALL OTHER AVAI LABLE FORMS OF STATE AND FEDERAL
FI NANCI AL Al D, EXCLUSI VE OF LOANS

S 3. This act shall take effect April 1, 2015; provided, however, that
effective immedi ately, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule
or regul ation necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effec-
tive date are authorized and directed to be nade and conpl eted on or
bef ore such effective date.



