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STATE OF NEW YORK

2952--A
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 20, 2015

Introduced by M of A CROUCH BARCLAY, FINCH 4 G.IO HAWEY, KOLB,

MONTESANO, QAKS, RAIA, D PIETRO -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
CERETTO, FRIEND, TENNEY -- read once and referred to the Conmttee on
Agriculture -- conmittee discharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted

as anended and reconmitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to enact the "New York farner recruitnment and retention act of
2016"; to direct the board of regents and education departnent to
study agricultural education progranms (Part A); to anend the education
law, in relation to enacting the "agriculture producer schol arship
act" and nmaki ng appropriations therefor (Part B); to anend the educa-
tion law, in relation to establishing the producer's |oan forgiveness
program (Part C); to direct the board of regents and the education
department to inplenent an outreach programto encourage el enentary
and secondary students to enter the agricultural field (Part D); and
to direct the conm ssioner of agriculture and narkets to report on
reduci ng the taxation for | andowners who use their land for agricul-
tural production (Part E)

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "New York farner recruitnment and retention act of 2016".

S 2. This act enacts into | aw maj or conponents of |egislation which
relate to farmer recruitnment and retention. Each conponent is wholly
contained within a Part identified as Parts A through E. The effective
date for each particul ar provision contained within such Part is set
forth in the last section of such Part. Any provision in any section
contained within a Part, including the effective date of the Part, which
makes reference to a section "of this act”, when used in connection wth
that particul ar conmponent, shall be deened to mean and refer to the
correspondi ng section of the Part in which it is found. Section four of
this act sets forth the general effective date of this act.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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PART A

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The | egislature hereby
recogni zes the need to increase the nunber of producers to continue the
long tradition of agricultural production in New York state. The average
age of a farmoperator in the state is fifty-four years of age. In 2004,
less than 1,000 students were awarded degrees in agriculture by a
college in this state and the majority of these degrees were not awarded
in adiscipline leading to a career as a producer. The agricultura
industry has a substantial inmpact on the overall econom c health and
wel | -being of the state, and it is in the best interest of the state to
ensure that enough producers are recruited and retained in agricultura
producti on.

S 2. The board of regents and the education departnment, in consulta-
tion with the departnment of agriculture and markets, shall

(a) Investigate current education progranms for agriculture in voca-
tional -techni cal schools, conmunity colleges and universities, to iden-
tify the scope of agricultural education progranms in the state;

(b) Identify non-traditional college education prograns adm ni stered
in other states and other countries;

(c) Develop a nodel for articulation and career nobility to enable
producers in every agricultural production field to progress to owner-
ship or managenent of |and used in agricultural production, as defined
i n subdivision 4 of section 301 of the agriculture and nmarkets |aw, and

(d) Develop nodels for innovative agriculture education prograns that
wi || encourage individuals to beconme producers, wutilizing an agricul-
tural nmentoring program from degree award to retirenent, including
conti nui ng educati on opportunities.

S 3. The board of regents and the education departnment shall present
their final findings and recomendations to the |egislature on or before
January 1, 2018.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.

PART B

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "agriculture producer scholarship act".

S 2. Section 605 of the education law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 13 to read as foll ows:

13. AGRICULTURE PRODUCER SCHOLARSHI PS. A. PURPCSE. THE COWM SSI ONER
SHALL AWARD SCHOLARSHI PS FOR THE PURPOSE OF | NCREASING THE NUMBER OF
PRODUCERS | N THE STATE. SUCH SCHOLARSHI PS SHALL BE AWARDED ON A COWPET-
| TIVE BASIS, | N ACCORDANCE W TH CRI TERI A ESTABLI SHED BY THE COWM SSI O\
ER, TO STATE RESI DENTS WHO DEMONSTRATE ACADEM C MERI T FOR ADM SSI ON TO
AN UNDERGRADUATE AGRI CULTURE PROGRAM WHI CH THE COWM SSI ONER DETERM NES
W LL ENHANCE THE RECI Pl ENT' S PROFI Cl ENCY AS AN AGRI CULTURAL OPERATOR.

B. ELIGBILITY. TO BE ELI G BLE FOR AN AWARD PURSUANT TO THI S SUBDI VI -
SI ON, APPLI CANTS SHALL AGREE TO SERVE, UPON COWPLETION OF THE DEGREE
PROGRAM AS A PRODUCER ON A FULL-TIME BASIS WTHI N THE STATE. SUCH
SERVI CE SHALL BE COWVPLETED | N ACCORDANCE WTH CRITERIA ESTABLI SHED BY
THE COWM SSI ONER

C. AGREEMENTS. THE PRESI DENT SHALL, | N CONSULTATION WTH THE COW S-
S| ONER, DEVELOP AND SECURE FROM EACH SUCCESSFUL APPLI CANT A WRI TTEN
AGREEMENT TO SERVE AS AN AGRI CULTURAL OPERATOR IN THI'S STATE. W THI N
SUCH TI ME AS THE COW SSI ONER SHALL BY REGULATI ON PROVIDE, A RECI Pl ENT
O AN AWARD SHALL HAVE SERVED FOR THAT NUMBER OF MONTHS CALCULATED BY
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MULTI PLYI NG BY NI NE THE NUMBER OF ANNUAL PAYMENTS RECElI VED BY THE RECI P-
| ENT. I N NO CASE SHALL THE TOTAL NUMBER OF MONTHS OF SERVI CE REQUI RED BE
LESS THAN TVWENTY- FOUR. | F A RECI PI ENT FAILS TO COVPLY FULLY WTH SUCH
CONDI TI ONS, THE PRESI DENT SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO RECEI VE FROM SUCH RECI PI -
ENT AN AMOUNT TO BE DETERM NED BY THE FORMULA:
A=2B (T-9S)
T

IN WHCH "A" IS THE AMOUNT THE PRESI DENT | S ENTI TLED TO RECOVER, "B"
IS THE SUM OF ALL PAYMENTS MADE TO THE RECI Pl ENT AND THE | NTEREST ON
SUCH AMOUNT WHI CH WOULD BE PAYABLE | F AT THE TI MES SUCH AWARDS WERE PAI D
THEY WERE LOANS BEARI NG | NTEREST AT THE MAXI MUM PREVAI LI NG RATE;, "T" IS
THE TOTAL NUMBER OF MONTHS IN THE RECIPIENT'S PERIOD OF OBLI GATED
SERVICES; AND "S" IS THE NUMBER OF MONTHS OF SERVI CE ACTUALLY RENDERED
BY THE RECI Pl ENT. ANY AMOUNT WHI CH THE PRESI DENT | S ENTI TLED TO RECOVER
PURSUANT TO TH'S PARAGRAPH SHALL BE PAID WTHI N THE FI VE- YEAR PERI OD
BEG NNI NG ON THE DATE THAT THE RECI PIENT FAILED TO COWLY WTH TH'S
SERVICE CONDITION. NOTHING IN THE WRI TTEN AGREEMENT SHALL AFFECT THE
TERMS OF EMPLOYMENT OF THE | NDI VI DUAL WHO SHALL NEGOTI ATE, SEPARATE AND
APART FROM THE PROGRAM HI'S OR HER SALARY AND OTHER FORMS OF EMPLOYMENT
W TH AN AGENCY, | NSTITUTION OR A PROGRAM IN WHICH HE OR SHE SHALL BE
EMPLOYED. ANY OBLI GATION TO COVPLY W TH SUCH PROVI SI ONS AS QUTLI NED I N
THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL BE CANCELLED UPON THE DEATH OF THE RECI PI ENT. THE
COW SSI ONER SHALL MAKE REGULATI ONS TO PROVI DE FOR THE WAI VER OR SUSPEN-
SI ON OF ANY FI NANCI AL OBLI GATI ON VWHI CH WOULD | NVOLVE EXTREME HARDSHI P.

D. REPORT. A RECIPI ENT OF AN AWARD SHALL REPORT ANNUALLY TO THE NEW
YORK STATE HI GHER EDUCATI ON SERVI CES CORPORATI ON, ON FORMS PRESCRI BED BY
| T, AS TO THE PERFORMANCE OF THE REQUI RED SERVI CES, COWMMENCI NG W TH THE
CALENDAR YEAR | N WHI CH THE RECI PI ENT BEG NS TO SERVE AS AN AGRI CULTURE
PRODUCER IN THI'S STATE AND CONTI NUI NG UNTIL THE RECI Pl ENT SHALL HAVE
COWLETED, OR I T |I S DETERM NED THAT HE OR SHE SHALL NOT BE OBLI GATED TO
COWPLETE, THE REQUI RED SERVI CES. | F THE RECI PI ENT SHALL FAIL TO FI LE ANY
REPORT REQUI RED PURSUANT TO THI S PARAGRAPH W THI N THI RTY DAYS OF WRI TTEN
NOTI CE TO THE RECI PI ENT, MAILED TO THE ADDRESS SHOAN ON THE LAST APPLI -
CATI ON FOR AN AWARD OR LAST REPORT FI LED, WHI CHEVER | S LATER, THE PRESI -
DENT MAY | MPCSE A FINE OF UP TO ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS. THE PRESI DENT
SHALL HAVE THE DI SCRETION TO WAIVE THE FI LI NG OF A REPORT, EXCUSE A
DELAY IN FILING OR A FAILURE TO FILE A REPORT, OR WAIVE OR REDUCE ANY
FI NE | MPOSED FOR GOOD CAUSE SHOWA.

S 3. The education law is anended by adding a new section 671-a to
read as foll ows:

S 671-A. AGRI CULTURE PRODUCER SCHOLARSHI PS. 1. NUMBER AND CERTIF-
| CATI ON.  TVEENTY- FI VE AGRI CULTURE PRODUCER SCHOLARSHI PS SHALL BE AWARDED
IN THE TWO THOUSAND EI GHTEEN- - TWO THOUSAND NI NETEEN ACADEM C YEAR AND AN
ADDI TI ONAL TVENTY- FI VE SCHOLARSHI PS SHALL BE AWARDED | N THE TWO THOUSAND
NI NETEEN- - TWO THOUSAND TWENTY ACADEM C YEAR. SUCH SCHOLARSHI PS SHALL BE
ALLOCATED AS PROVIDED |IN SUBDI VISION TH RTEEN OF SECTI ON SI X HUNDRED
FIVE OF THI'S TI TLE TO ELI G BLE STUDENTS AS CERTI FI ED TO THE PRESI DENT BY
THE COWM SSI ONER

2. DURATI ON. EACH SUCH SCHOLARSHI P SHALL ENTI TLE THE RECI PIENT TO AN
ANNUAL AWARD FOR EACH YEAR WHI LE ENROLLED I N AN APPROVED COURSE OF STUDY
LEADI NG TO AN UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE | N AGRI CULTURE, BUT NOT EXCEEDI NG THE
NORVAL PERIOD OF STUDY REQUI RED TO COWLETE THE REQUI REMENTS FOR THE
PROGRAM AS SUCH APPROVED COURSES AND NORVAL PERI ODS OF STUDY ARE DETER-
M NED BY THE COWM SSI ONER.
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3. AMOUNT. THE PRESI DENT SHALL MAKE ANNUAL AWARDS OF FI FTEEN THOUSAND
DOLLARS, FOR UP TO FOUR ACADEM C YEARS FOR ANY RECI PI ENT, EXCEPT THAT
SUCH ANNUAL AWARD SHALL NOT EXCEED THE RECI PIENT'S COST OF ATTENDANCE
FOR THE PURPOCSES OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON, "COST OF ATTENDANCE' SHALL MEAN
THE COST OF: TU TION AT AN APPROVED UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM | N AGRI CUL-
TURE; LABORATORY AND OTHER FEES; ROOM AND BOARD; SUPPLIES; HEALTH | NSUR-
ANCE COVERAGE; BOOKS AND A STIPEND FOR DAILY LIVING EXPENSES |IN AN
AMOUNT TO BE DETERM NED BY THE PRESIDENT | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE
COW SSI ONER

S 4. The sumof fifty thousand dollars ($50,000), or so nuch thereof
as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the educati on depart nment
out of any noneys in the state treasury in the general fund to the cred-
it of the state operations account, not otherw se appropriated, for its
services and expenses incurred to admnister and inplenment the
provisions of this act in the 2018--2019 state fiscal year. Such sum
shall be payable on vouchers certified or approved by the comm ssi oner
of education upon audit and warrant of the state conptroller in the
manner prescribed by | aw.

S b The sum of one mllion five hundred thousand dollars
(%1, 500, 000), or so nmuch thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appro-
priated to the higher education services corporation out of any noneys
in the state treasury in the general fund to the credit of the loca
assi stance account, not otherwi se appropriated, to carry out the
pur poses of this act, including costs of award of scholarships and for
its services and expenses incurred to admnister and inplenent the
provisions of this act in the 2018--2019 state fiscal vyear. Such sum
shall be payable on vouchers certified or approved by the president of
t he hi gher education services corporation upon audit and warrant of the
state conptroller in the manner prescribed by |aw

S 6. This act shall take effect inmediately, and shall be deened to
have been in full force and effect on and after April 1, 2017.

PART C

Section 1. Section 605 of the education |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 14 to read as foll ows:

14. PRODUCER S LOAN FORG VENESS PROGRAM  REGENTS LOAN FORG VENESS
AWARDS SHALL BE AWARDED ANNUALLY TO FARM OPERATOR APPLI CANTS WHO AGREE
TO OPERATE AN AGRI CULTURAL OPERATION ON A FULL-TIME BASIS. SUCH AWARDS
SHALL BE GRANTED ANNUALLY, AND SHALL BE CLASSI FI ED AND ALLOCATED I N
ACCORDANCE W TH REGENTS RULES.

A. (1) THE APPLI CANT SHALL BE A RESI DENT OR PERMANENT RESI DENT ALl EN
O THIS STATE AND A GRADUATE OF AN I NSTI TUTI ON OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON
APPROVED OR REG STERED BY THE REGENTS.

(2) THE APPLI CANT SHALL AGREE TO ENGAGE | N SUCH EMPLOYMENT FOR A PERI -
OD OF TIME WHI CH SHALL BE NOT LESS THAN FI VE YEARS.

B. PRIORITY SHALL BE ACCORDED TO APPLI CANTS I N THE FOLLOWN NG ORDER

(1) FIRST, TO ANY APPLICANT WHO IS COWLETING THE SECOND, THI RD
FOURTH OR FI FTH YEAR OF THE SERVI CE REQUI REMENT AND | S REAPPLYI NG FOR A
NEW AWARD

(2) SECOND, TO ANY APPLI CANT WHO |S ECONOM CALLY DI SADVANTAGED AS
DEFI NED BY THE REGENTS;

I N THE EVENT THAT THERE ARE MORE APPLI CANTS WHO HAVE THE SAME PRI ORI TY
THAN THERE ARE REMAI NI NG SCHOLARSHI PS, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL DI STRI BUTE
THE REMAI NI NG NUMBER OF SUCH SCHOLARSHI PS BY MEANS OF A LOTTERY OR OTHER
FORM OF RANDOM SELECTI ON.
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C. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL THEN FORWARD APPROVED APPLI CATI ONS TO THE
PRESI DENT AND SHALL NOTI FY UNSUCCESSFUL APPLI CANTS.

D. THE PRESI DENT SHALL NOTI FY APPLI CANTS OF THEI R AWARD ENTI TLEMENT.

E. THE PRESI DENT SHALL, I N CONSULTATI ON WTH THE COW SSI ONER, DEVELOP
AND SECURE FROM EACH SUCCESSFUL APPLI CANT A WRI TTEN AGREEMENT TO ENGAGE
I N SUCH EMPLOYMENT, AS APPROPRI ATE. WTH N SUCH TI ME AS THE COW SSI ONER
SHALL BY REGULATI ON PROVI DE, A RECI PI ENT OF AN AWARD SHALL HAVE ENGAGED
IN SUCH EMPLOYMENT AS APPROPRI ATE, FOR THAT NUMBER OF MONTHS CALCULATED
BY MULTI PLYI NG BY TWELVE THE NUMBER OF ANNUAL PAYMENTS RECEI VED BY THE
RECIPIENT. IN NO CASE SHALL THE TOTAL NUMBER OF MONTHS OF SERVI CE
REQUI RED BE LESS THAN TVENTY- FOUR. | F A RECI PI ENT FAILS TO COWLY FULLY
WTH SUCH CONDI TI ONS, THE PRESI DENT SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO RECElI VE FROM
SUCH RECI PI ENT AN AMOUNT TO BE DETERM NED BY THE FORMJLA:

INVWHICH"A" IS THE AMOUNT THE PRESI DENT | S ENTI TLED TO RECOVER, "B"
IS THE SUM OF ALL PAYMENTS MADE TO THE RECI PI ENT AND THE | NTEREST ON
SUCH AMOUNT WHI CH WOULD BE PAYABLE | F AT THE TI MES SUCH AWARDS WERE PAI D
THEY WERE LOANS BEARI NG | NTEREST AT THE MAXI MUM PREVAI LI NG RATE, "T" IS
THE TOTAL NUMBER OF MONTHS IN THE RECH PIENT'S PERI OD OF OBLI GATED
SERVI CES; AND "S" IS THE NUMBER OF MONTHS OF SERVI CE ACTUALLY RENDERED
BY THE RECI PI ENT. ANY AMOUNT WHI CH THE PRESI DENT | S ENTI TLED TO RECOVER
UNDER THI S PARAGRAPH SHALL BE PAID WTHI N THE FI VE- YEAR PERI OD BEGQ NNI NG
ON THE DATE THAT THE RECI PI ENT FAILED TO COWLY W TH THI S SERVI CE CONDI -
TION. NOTHI NG IN THE WRI TTEN AGREEMENT SHALL AFFECT THE TERVS OF EMPLOY-
MENT OF THE | NDI VI DUAL WHO SHALL NEGOTI ATE, SEPARATE AND APART FROM THE
PROGRAM HI' S OR HER SALARY AND OTHER FORMS OF EMPLOYMENT W TH AN AGENCY,
| NSTI TUTI ON OR A PROGRAM | N WHI CH HE OR SHE SHALL BE EMPLOYED.

ANY OBLIGATION TO COWLY WTH SUCH PROVI SIONS OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON
SHALL BE CANCELLED UPON THE DEATH OF THE RECIPIENT. THE COW SSI ONER
SHALL MAKE REGULATIONS TO PROVI DE FOR THE WAI VER OR SUSPENSI ON OF ANY
FI NANCI AL OBLI GATI ON WHI CH WOULD | NVOLVE EXTREME HARDSHI P.

F. A RECI PI ENT OF AN AWARD SHALL REPORT ANNUALLY TO THE NEW YORK STATE
HI GHER EDUCATI ON SERVI CES CORPORATI ON, ON FORMS PRESCRIBED BY I T, AS TO
THE PERFORMANCE OF THE REQUI RED SERVI CES, COWMENCI NG W TH THE CALENDAR
YEAR I N WH CH THE RECI Pl ENT BEA NS SUCH EMPLOYMENT AND CONTI NUI NG UNTI L
THE RECI PI ENT SHALL HAVE COWPLETED, OR I T | S DETERM NED THAT HE OR SHE
SHALL NOT BE OBLI GATED TO COVWPLETE, THE REQUI RED SERVI CES. | F THE RECI P-
| ENT SHALL FAIL TO FI LE ANY REPORT REQUI RED PURSUANT TO THI S PARAGRAPH
WTH N TH RTY DAYS OF WRITTEN NOTI CE TO THE RECI Pl ENT, MAI LED TO THE
ADDRESS SHOWN ON THE LAST APPLI CATI ON FOR AN AWARD OR LAST REPORT FI LED,
VWH CHEVER | S LATER, THE PRESI DENT MAY | MPOSE A FINE OF UP TO ONE THOU-
SAND DOLLARS. THE PRESIDENT SHALL HAVE THE DI SCRETI ON TO WAl VE THE
FI LI NG OF A REPORT, EXCUSE A DELAY IN FILINGOR A FAILURE TO FILE A
REPORT, OR WAI VE OR REDUCE ANY FI NE | MPOSED FOR GOOD CAUSE SHOWA.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that any rules or regu-
| ations necessary for the tinmely inplementation of this act on its
effective date shall be pronul gated on or before such effective date.

PART D
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Section 1. The board of regents and the education departnent, in
consultation with the departnent of agriculture and markets, shal
devel op and inplenent an outreach canpai gn encouragi ng el ementary and
secondary education students to enter the agricultural field and attend
one of New York state's college agriculture education prograns. Such
outreach canpai gn shall continue wuntil Decenber 31, 2022 or until
enroll ment in undergraduate agricultural prograns increases by twenty-
five percent.

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

PART E

Section 1. Report on agriculture taxation. The conm ssioner of agri-
culture and markets shall study and nake reconmendati ons to the governor
and the legislature within eighteen nonths of the effective date of this
section on reducing the taxation for |andowners who use land for the
production of agricultural comodities within and outside agricultura
districts, pursuant to article 25-AA of the agriculture and narkets | aw.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

S 3. Severability clause. |If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
conpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect,
impair, or invalidate the renminder thereof, but shall be confined in
its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such
j udgenent shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the
intent of the legislature that this act woul d have been enacted even if
such invalid provisions had not been included herein.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately provided, however, that
the applicable effective date of Parts A through E of this act shall be
as specifically set forth in the last section of such Parts.



