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STATE OF NEW YORK

2744
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 20, 2015

Introduced by M of A TITONE -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Housi ng

AN ACT to amend the nultiple dwelling law, in relation to wi ndow guards
on fire escape wi ndows for nultiple dwellings

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph c of subdivision 1 of section 53 of the nultiple
dwel ling |law, as anended by chapter 814 of the laws of 1992, is anmended
to read as foll ows:

c. Access to any fire-escape shall not be obstructed by sinks or
kitchen fixtures or in any other way. lIron bars, grilles, gates, or
ot her obstructing devices on any wi ndow giving access to [fire-escapes
or to] a required secondary neans of egress shall be unlawful unless
such devices are of a type approved by the board of appeals and are
installed and maintained as prescribed by the board; provided, however,
that in a city having a popul ation of one mllion or nore, such devices
shall be of a type approved, installed and naintai ned as prescribed by
the fire comm ssioner, or as previously approved and prescribed by the
board of standards and appeals of such <city, except as otherw se
provi ded by said comm ssioner.

S 2. Subdivision 1 of section 53 of the nmultiple dwelling law is
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph e to read as fol |l ows:

E. (1) THE OMER, LESSEE, AGENT OR OTHER PERSON WHO MANAGES OR
CONTROLS A MULTI PLE DWELLI NG SHALL PROVIDE, |INSTALL AND MAINTAIN A
W NDOW GUARD ON THE W NDOWA5 OF EACH APARTMENT I N WHICH A CHI LD OR CHI L-
DREN TEN YEARS OF AGE OR UNDER RESI DE, AND ON THE WNDOWS, |F ANY, IN
THE PUBLI C HALLS OF A MULTI PLE DWELLI NG I N WHI CH SUCH CHI LDREN RESI DE

(2) NO W NDOW GUARD SHALL BE EQUI PPED W TH A PADLOCK, KEY LOCK, COWBI -
NATION LOCK OR ANY OTHER LOCKI NG MECHANI SM EXCEPT THAT SUCH W NDOW
GUARDS MAY BE SECURED W TH A DEVI CE THAT | S CAPABLE OF RELEASI NG | N SUCH
A MANNER THAT | MVEDI ATE ACCESS TO SUCH FI RE ESCAPE |'S NOT | MPEDED.  SUCH

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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DEVI CE SHALL MEET M NI MUM STANDARDS ADOPTED BY THE FI RE COVM SSI ONER AND
SHALL BE APPROVED FOR USE BY THE FI RE COWM SSI ONER.

(3) ANY VI OLATI ON OF THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SECTI ON SHALL CONSTI TUTE A
ClVIL VIOLATION SUBJECT TO A PENALTY OF NOT MORE THAN FI VE HUNDRED
DOLLARS PER VI OLATI ON.

S 3. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
| aw.



