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STATE OF NEW YORK

2589--A
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 20, 2015

Introduced by M of A CROUCH, FINCH HAWEY, PALMESANO, RAIA -- Milti-
Sponsored by -- M of A D PIETRO, FRIEND -- read once and referred to
the Conmittee on Agriculture -- recommtted to the Commttee on Agri-
culture in accordance wth Assenbly Rule 3, sec. 2 -- commttee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and narkets l|aw, the environnental
conservation law and the tax law, in relation to establishing the
equi ne industry assistance act of 2016, including the New York horse
grazi ng program and provi ding an appropriation therefor

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "equine
i ndustry assi stance act of 2016".

S 2. Legislative findings and intent. The | egislature hereby recog-
nizes that the equine industry is a serious, economcally diverse and
productive industry that 1is vital to New York, and has a substantia
I npact on the state's econony. In addition to the pleasure that horses
bring to the citizens of this state, the horse industry affords full-
time jobs, provides val ue-added services and recreation, and the visua
beauty of New York's horse farms shoul d be protected and enhanced.

S 3. The agriculture and markets law is amended by adding a new
section 23-a to read as foll ows:

S 23-A. EQUI NE | NDUSTRY WEBPAGE. 1. WTHI N ONE YEAR OF THE EFFECTI VE
DATE OF TH S SECTI ON:

(A) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE FREE PUBLI C ACCESS, VI A THE | NTERNET
DATA SYSTEM PURSUANT TO THE MECHANI SM ESTABLI SHED BY THE COWM SSI ONER
TO | NFORMATI ON | MPORTANT TO THE EQUI NE | NDUSTRY, | NCLUDI NG

(1) DEPARTMENT PROGRAMS RELEVANT TO THE EQUI NE | NDUSTRY

(2) HORSE DI SEASES;

(3) REGULATI ONS RELEVANT TO THE EQUI NE | NDUSTRY

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(4) STATISTICS ON THE EQUI NE | NDUSTRY I N THE STATE;

(5) FUNDI NG OPPORTUNI TI ES;

(6) A LINK TO THE FARM FRESH DI RECTORY;

(7) A DIRECTORY, TO BE DEVELOPED | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE DEPARTMENT
OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON AND THE OFFI CE OF PARKS, RECREATI ON AND
H STORI C PRESERVATI ON, OF AVAILABLE PUBLI C HORSEBACK RI DI NG TRAILS IN
THE STATE; AND

(8) OTHER | NFORVATI ON AS DEEMED NECESSARY BY THE COWM SSI ONER

(B) THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL POST THE | NFORMATI ON PROVI DED PURSUANT TO
THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON ON THE DEPARTMENT' S VEBSI TE AND A LI NK TO SUCH | NFORNMA-
TION SHALL BE CONSPI CUOCUSLY DI SPLAYED ON THE DEPARTMENT' S HOVEPAGE. THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE UPDATES TO I TS LI STS AT SUCH TI MES AND I N SUCH
MANNER AS THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL REQUI RE.

2. WTH N ONE YEAR OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON, A DI RECTORY
OF RI DI NG STABLES AND TRAI LS SHALL BE | NCLUDED AS PART OF THE FARM FRESH
DI RECTORY AVAI LABLE ON THE DEPARTMENT' S WEBSI TE. THE COWM SSI ONER  SHALL
PROMULGATE RULES FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF | NFORMVATI ON ON RI DI NG STABLES AND
TRAILS LOCATED IN THE STATE, PROVI DED THAT EVENT | NFORMATI ON SHALL BE
ACCEPTED BY THE DEPARTMENT YEAR ROUND AND THAT SUCH | NFORVATI ON SHALL BE
PROVI DED TO THE PUBLI C FREE OF CHARGE VI A THE | NTERNET DATA SYSTEM W TH-
I N ONE WEEK OF RECElI PT OF SUCH | NFORNMATI ON.

3. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS AS ARE
NECESSARY FOR THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THI S SECTI ON.

4. NOTHI NG CONTAINED IN THI' S SECTI ON SHALL ABRI DGE PUBLIC ACCESS TO
| NFORMATI ON CURRENTLY AVAI LABLE OR PERM TTED BY ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OR
RULE OF LAW

S 4. The agriculture and nmarkets |law is anmended by adding a new arti-
cle 24-A to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 24-A
NEW YORK HORSE GRAZI NG PROGRAM
SECTI ON 291. SHORT TI TLE.
291- A, LEGQ SLATI VE | NTENT.
291-B. DEFI NI TI ONS.
291-C. NEW YORK HORSE GRAZI NG PROGRAM
291-D. MATCH NG GRANT PROGRAM

S 291. SHORT TITLE. TH S ARTI CLE SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE ClI TED AS
THE " NEW YORK HORSE GRAZI NG ACT OF 2016".

S 291-A. LEGQ SLATI VE | NTENT. THE LEG SLATURE HEREBY FI NDS, DETERM NES
AND DECLARES THAT THE NEW YORK EQUI NE | NDUSTRY HAS A SUBSTANTI AL | MPACT
ON THE OVERALL ECONOM C HEALTH AND WELL- BEI NG OF THE STATE AND THE GRAZ-
I NG PASTURES USED BY HORSES PROVI DES AN AESTHETI CALLY PLEASI NG LAND-
SCAPE. THE ABILITY OF FARVERS WTH N THE STATE TO EFFI Cl ENTLY AND
EFFECTI VELY GRAZE HORSES ON THE FARM USI NG THE BEST KNOWN METHODS WOULD
PROVIDE THEM WTH A SUBSTANTI AL COWPETI TI VE ADVANTAGE AND HELP THEM TO
REMAIN VIABLE IN THE FUTURE. IT IS IN THE |INTEREST OF THE STATE TO
PROVI DE PROGRAMS THAT WOULD ASSI ST COVMMERCI AL HORSE OPERATI ONS W THI N
THE STATE BY PROVI DI NG | NCENTI VES FOR TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE PROGRAMS TO
HELP FARMERS GRAZE HORSES I N THE MOST EFFECTI VE WAY POSSI BLE.

S 291-B. DEFINITIONS. FOR PURPOSES OF TH S ARTI CLE, THE FOLLOW NG
TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

1. "PROGRAM' SHALL MEAN THE NEW YORK HORSE GRAZI NG PROGRAM

2. "HORSE" SHALL HAVE THE SAME DEFINITION AS IN SUBDIVISION FOUR OF
SECTI ON NI NETY-B OF TH S CHAPTER.
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3. "GRAZING' SHALL MEAN FEEDI NG ON GRASS, OR OTHER PLANT CROP IN A
FI ELD.

4. "APPLI CANT" SHALL MEAN ANY ASSOCI ATl ON, COOPERATI VE, CORPORATI ON OR
LIMTED LIABILITY COWANY THAT PROVI DES TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE TO A FARM
OPERATI ON OR A COMVERCI AL HORSE BQARDI NG OPERATI ON AS SUCH OPERATI ONS
ARE DEFI NED | N SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED ONE OF THI S CHAPTER

S 291-C. NEW YORK HORSE GRAZI NG PROGRAM THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL | NI TI -
ATE AND MAI NTAIN A NEW YORK HORSE GRAZI NG PROGRAM W THI N THE DEPARTMENT
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVI DI NG TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE TO APPLI CANTS FOR THE
PURPCSE OF GRAZI NG HORSES. THE PROGRAM SHALL PROVI DE FI NANCI AL ASSI ST-
ANCE I N THE FORM OF MATCHI NG GRANTS TO APPLI CANTS FOR THE ESTABLI SHVENT
OR | MPROVEMENT OF TECHN CAL ASSI STANCE PROGRAMS THAT ASSI ST OPERATORS
W TH | NCORPORATI NG THE BEST HORSE GRAZI NG PRACTI CES.

S 291-D. MATCH NG GRANT PROGRAM SUBJECT TO THE AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS, A MATCH NG GRANT PROGRAM | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED TO HELP FUND THE
COSTS OF | MPROVEMENTS THAT WOULD ALLOW AN ELI A BLE APPLI CANT TO MAKE
| MPROVEMENTS TO | TS OPERATI ON FOR THE PURPCSE OF PROVI DI NG FOR ON-SI TE
VALUE ADDED PROCESSI NG OF AGRI CULTURAL PRODUCTS. GRANTS TO ELIdBLE
APPLI CANTS SHALL NOT EXCEED ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS.

S 5. Section 326 of the agriculture and narkets |aw, as added by chap-
ter 797 of the laws of 1992, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 326. Pronulgation of rules and regulations. The commissioner is
enpowered to pronul gate such rules and regul ati ons and to prescribe such
forms as he or she deens necessary to effectuate the purposes of this
article, PROVIDED SUCH RULES MJST | NCLUDE REGULATI ONS TO PREVENT THE
ESTABLI SHVENT OF NEW COMVERCI AL HORSE BOARDI NG OPERATIONS ON LAND ON
VWH CH STATE FUNDS WERE USED FOR COUNTY AGRI CULTURAL PROTECTI ON ACTI V-
| TI ES.

S 6. Subdivision 2 of section 9-0105 of the environnental conservation
| aw, as anended by chapter 351 of the laws of 1983, is anmended to read
as foll ows:

2. Consistent with the provisions of section 9-0109 of this [chapter]
TI TLE, establish, acquire, control and nanage state parks, historic
sites and parkways in the forest preserve counties within the sixth park
region as defined in section 41-0101 OF TH S CHAPTER and to acquire
| ands for such purposes when noneys have been appropriated therefor,
PROVI DED THAT HORSE TRAILS ARE CONSI DERED AS A PRACTI CAL RECREATI ONAL
USE WHENEVER THE DEPARTMENT DEVELOPS OR UPDATES THE MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR
A STATE PARK, HI STORIC SI TE OR PARKWAY

S 7. Paragraph (i) of subdivision 11 of section 210-B of the tax |aw,
as added by section 17 of part A of chapter 59 of the laws of 2014, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(i) Special rules. For purposes of this subdivision, the term"federa
gr oss income from farmng" shall include gross incone from the
production of maple syrup, cider, Christmas trees derived froma managed
Christmas tree operation whether dug for transplanting or cut from the
stunp, or from a conmercial horse boarding operation as defined in
subdi vision thirteen of section three hundred one of the agriculture and
markets |law, ON LAND ON WHI CH STATE FUNDS WERE USED FOR COUNTY AGRI CUL-
TURAL PROTECTION ACTIMITIES, or fromthe sale of wine froma |icensed
farmw nery as provided for in article six of the alcoholic beverage
control law, or fromthe sale of cider froma |licensed farmcidery as
provided for in section fifty-eight-c of the al coholic beverage contro
I aw.
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S 8. Paragraph 8 of subsection (n) of section 606 of the tax |aw, as

anended by chapter 384 of the laws of 2013, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(8) Special rules. For purposes of this subsection, the term"federa
gross income from farmng" shall include gross incone from the

production of maple syrup, cider, Christmas trees derived froma managed
Christmas tree operation whether dug for transplanting or cut fromthe
stunp, or froma comrercial horse boarding operation as defined in
subdi vision thirteen of section three hundred one of the agriculture and
markets |aw, EXCEPT THOSE ESTABLI SHED ON LAND ON WHI CH STATE FUNDS WERE
USED FOR COUNTY AGRI CULTURAL PROTECTION ACTIVITIES, or fromthe sale of
wine from a licensed farmw nery as provided for in article six of the
al cohol i c beverage control law, or from the sale of <cider from a
licensed farm cidery as provided for in section fifty-eight-c of the
al cohol i c beverage control |aw

S 9. The sumof two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000), or so
much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the depart-
ment of agriculture and nmarkets out of any noneys in the state treasury
in the general fund to the credit of the state purposes account, not
ot herwi se appropriated and nade i medi ately available to establish a New
York horse grazing program pursuant to article 24-A of the agriculture
and markets | aw.

S 10. This act shall take effect imedi ately; provided, however, that
section four of this act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth
day after it shall have becone a |law. Effective i mediately the comm s-
sioner of agriculture and markets is authorized to promulgate any and
all rules and regulations necessary for the tinmely inplenentation of
section four of this act on or before the effective date of such
secti on.



